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EOLADE PROPOSES DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AGREEMENT -
PA060135 Paris AFP in Spanish 2222 GMT 4 Apr 86
[Art1c1e by Rafael UrreJola]

[Excerpt] Quito, 4 Apr (AFP)-—OLADE wh1ch is headquartered in Qulto, today
proposed an agreement on production levels, prices, and supplies among all

the developing o0il exporting countries, members and non-members of the OPEC,
whlch represent 80 percent of the petroleum market, as a first step to. achieve
"a. .benchmark prlce close to, $20 a barrel.”

OLADE said that in view of the refusal by some exporters to cooperate in the
stabilization of the prices and while each country thinks it can improve its
position by solely defending its own interests, ''the prices might even drop
down to the levels of the early 1970's." The price of a barrel of Arab light
crude in 1973 was $7.80 in 1986 dollars.

OLADE Executive Secretary Marcio Nunez said that a summit of chiefs of state
of the developing exporting countries would eliminate the obstacles to the
adoption of decisions such as on the distribution of the market.

The agreement would include the participation of the developing countries that
are OPEC members--which represent less than 50 percent of the market--and those
that are not OPEC members—--Mexico, Egypt, Oman, and others--which would make
"feasible the establishment of the foundations for a new order for the develop-
ment of the international petroleum sector."

If such an agreement were achieved, a second and necessary phase would be
needed to '"reach an agreement with the petroleum importing countries for supply
guarantees and payment conditions,” the OLADE proposal states.

The proposal added that such guarantees could ensure that the developing petro-
leum exporting countries "would absorb the growth of the market in the medium
term" and the importing nations '"would be able to reduce their investments in
0il prospecting and production."

With such an agreement, ''the price of the barrel of petroleum could be stabi-
lized until 1990, and from then on it could be increased in terms of the loss
of the purchasing power of a basket of foreign currencies to be decided.”

In such a way, and '"contrary to what is now foreseen, there could be an increase
in the international commerce of petroleum and its derivates that would lead

to a volume of approximately 31 and 36 million barrels a day in 1990 and 2000,
respectively,” the Latin American organization added.

/12766
CSO: 3348/497
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BRIEFS

MSGR CORDERO TRANSFERRED TO URUGUAY--Msgr Andrea Cordero Lanza di Montezemolo,
papal nuncio for Nicaragua and Honduras, last night confirmed--via telephone--
to BARRICADA, his impending transfer to Uruguay. From a hotel in Tegucigalpa,
where he is staying, the papal nuncio said "this has been under preparation

for some time.” The Vatican diplomat, born in Turin, Italy in 1925, and who
arrived in Managua in 1980 added, "I have become fond of Nicaragua and Hon-
duras." He added that he did not know the exact date of his transfer to

Uruguay, but "will soon return to say goodbye to officials and friends," in
Nicaragua. Msgr Cordero Lanza stated that he had informed the Nicaraguan
Foreign Ministry of his upcoming transfer. He said that he had spent a lot
of time in the area by diplomatic standards. On other topics, he denied the
forthcoming visit to Central America of Cardinal Etchegaray, who presumably
was to be sent by Pope John Paul II to find out about the state of the church
in Central America, as per some international information agencies. "It is
totally false. I deny this totally. I know nothing of the arrival of a
Vatican envoy," added Msgr Cordero, ebviously annoyed, who immediately said
thank you for BARRICADA's call, and hung up. [Text] [Managua BARRICADA in
Spanish 2 Apr 86 p 1 PA]/12766
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DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER COMMENTS ON VISIT TO U.S.

St Johns HERALD in English 21 Mar 86 p 3

[Article by Deputy P.M. Lester Bird]

[Text]

.should meet with greater

This is my first press
conference in 1986 and
I want to take this op-
portunity to advise you

" that it is my intention

to reinstate the regu-
larity of occasions on
which 1 meet the press.
You will recall that in
years past, | met the press
on a fairly regular basis
to discuss events and de-
velopments in Antigua
and Barbuda and abroad.
I considered those meet- '
ings to be useful as an op-
portunity to advise the
people of this country, i

. through you, of the per- !

spective of my Ministry on
those events and de-

velopments. I also found |
your questions useful as |

. a measure of the issues °

about which the nation as
a whole was concerned.
I am resolved that we

frequency in 1986, both
formally and informally.
As you are aware | have
just returned from a five
day visit to Washington.
This was the first time for -

the year that I had left the

country. .
The purpose of my visit
was three-fold -

(A) To sensitise influen-
tial senators and con-
gressmen in the United
States to the development
needs and priorities of

Antigua and Barbuda.

(B) To encourage support
for a better programme of
official development as-
sistance for Antigua and
Barbuda from the U.S. ad-

.ministration, and

(C) Totalk at a direct level
with decision-makers in
Washington about Anti-
gua and Barbuda'’s pers -
pective of regional and in-
ternational issues.

I don't wish to place
too optimistic a measure-
ment on the success of
my mission, but if  am to
judge by the willingness

. with which people re-

ceived my delegation and
the frank and friendly at-
mosphere in which our
discussions were con-
ducted, | would say that |
am greatly enocuraged by
the outcome of the visit.

I was accompanied by -
Minister - without
portfolio, Hugh Marshall’
and - Ambassador Ed-

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

‘mund Lake. In the space
of four working days, we
conducted twenty meet-
ings with three senators,
nine congressmen and
eight top officials of the
U.S. Administration.
Among the senators we
saw were Senate Majority
Leader, Robert Dole, and
Paul Laxalt of the com-
mitice on appropriations.
Our discussions -
ranged from econornic
matters to political and
security concerns. - We

.pointed out the U.S. side

that in 1986, we have pro-
duced a budget which is
almost balanced. We are
projecting a deficit of only
just over six hundred
thousand dollars and we
have introduced meas-
urés to incréase revenue
and to curtail ‘spending.
However, we were
adamant in our view that

. we will not be pressured
: by anyone to dismiss
! existing employees in the
i public sector. We stres-

sed that if, despite the ad-

. verse effects upon our

economy by external
economic factors, we
can, produce an almost
balanced budget in 1986,




we have no need to dis-
miss workers in the pub-
-lic sector.

We also drew attention
to the fact that throughout
the last eight years, we

- have experienced annual
real growth in the eco-

nomy, whereas in both |

developing  and
veloped countries, there
has been recession and a
retardation of growth.
The rising tourism fi-
gures as well as increas-
ing tourism spending in
the economy have consti-
tuted the engine of this

de- |

growth, but apart fromthe -

1983-84 period  of
drought, agricultural pro-
duction had increased

and in 1985 we witnessed |

a significant expansion in '

production with small

farmers earning almost a |

million dollars in sales of
produce.  Construction
has also benefitted from -
expansion of the tourist
industry. In this regard,
we underscored the point.
* that, it is obvious that the
Antigua and Barbuda_l
economy has been satis-
factorily managed.

We complained about
the level of official de-
velopment  assistance ;
which we are receiving
from the United States,
and we were particularly |
critical of the procedures
for the delivery of such as-
sistance. We explained
that some procedures
were unnecessarily com-
plex and therefore hurtful
rather than helpful. We
emphasised that we will .
be unable to make effec-,

tive use of the oppor-
tunities for accessing the.
U.S. market with exports

under the Caribbean
Basin Initiative unless we
were provided with real
assistance to build-up in-

“frastructure such as fac-

tory shells, roads, tele-
phone and electricity ex-
pansion necessary for at-
tracting new private sec-
tor investment.

We were given a good.
audience by politicians
and officials alike. It be-
came obvious both to us
and them that not suffi-
cient accurate informa-
tion was flowing between
Washingon and  the
Caribbean. | was particu-
larly encouraged by the
decision of Mr. Peter Mc
Pherson, the Director of
US AID, to send a team to
Antigua within a few
weeks to fully appreciate
developments in the eco-
nomy and to follow this
up with another meeting
in Washington between

me that an ongoing
dialogue on the economy

“him and me. Itis clearto

is necessary to the pro- .
cess of better communi- -

livery of assistance.

At the political level, |
am convinced thatthe en-
tire visit was worthwhile
simply because we were
able to sensitise impor-
tant and influential Sena-
tors and Congressmen to

. some of the real prob-

lems being experienced

" with the delivery of U.S.

. cation and improved de-

assistance. These sena-
. tors and congressmen are

now able to monitor the
process for themselves
and can ensure that deci-
sions which they take at

* the political level are im-

plemented at the techni-
cal and official levels, |
should say, however, that
we received as sympathe-
tic a hearing from the of-
ficials as we did from the
politicians and if the in-
terest of their audience is
an indication of their
readiness to help, then |
believe the possibility of
better and improved de-
livery of assistance "has
been considerably en-

hanced.
Let me, in conclusion,

state that we did not go
to Washington with num-

. bers, we did not produce

a shopping list of aid pro-
jects. We went to loosen
the knots and iron out the’
wrinkles which appear to
havedevelopedinthe pro-
cess of aid a>sessment

-and delivery. We have

succeeded in beginning
that process and after the
U.S.A.LD. teamvisits here
in a few weeks, we intend
to advance to the next
-step which is to negotiate
an aid programme over a

 five year period tied to our

development needs and
priorities. .

“Thank you ladies and '

- gentlemen. | will now an-

swer questions.

/12828
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UBALDINI DENOUNCES PRIVATIZATION PLAN FOR STEEL
PY040219 Bpenbs Aires BUENOS AIRES HERALD in English 3 Apr 86 pll

[Text] (NA-DYN)--With the soon-to-be privatized SOMISA steel mill only a few
kilometers away, General Confederation of Labour [CGT]) secretary-general
Saul Ubaldini denounced the government's privatization plans before some
10,000 people yesterday. - 1 ‘

In an emotional speech,'Ubaldini said that "we have known the deceit that
denationalization represents"” for industries that could be "the development
of our country.”

He recalled his days at the "glorious" Lisandro de la Torre meat—packing plant
and said: "We fought then for our jobs, but they privatized it and today it
is a pile of rubble, thanks to those who handed over our national patrimony.”

SOMISA, Argentine Iron and Steel,Jbinf Associétion, with l0,000'employeés;
was named by Minister of Economy Juan Sourrouille as one of three state—-owned
plants to be completely sold off to the private sector in a January speech.

Yesterday, workers started an eight-hour strike and marched the 12 kilometers
from the plant to the downtown rally at noon, chanting anti-government
slogans. ' '

Ubaldini warned "those dark minds" that are planning privatizations that
"the workers' movement will continue fighting on every front without fear
of slander or 1lies.” He repeated that the government "does not want
confrontation” but that "we will never negotiate our dignity."”

He resurrected the idea of the CGT's National Unity Congress by saying the
rally was the start of the congress' "second phase." The CGT made plans for
the congress shortly after the 24 January general strike, although it has been
all but forgotten since then.

"No worker in Argentina will be left without the CGT's backing, whatever he
thinks and however he acts,” said Ubaldini, to which the crowd began chanting:
"He who does not jump is a Radical.” Ubaldini gave a few hops.




"To those who get offended by any little thing, we say that they are the same
people who insult us, who offend us because they do not give us solutions,”
said Ubaldini, apparently referring to Minister of Labor Hugo Barrionuevo's
statement that the government would not invite the CGT to new talks because of
Ubaldini's "insults" against members of government at last week's CGT rally in
Buenos Aires. ’

Barrionuevo met with President Raul Alfonsin yesterday to relay the CGI's
"concern” over Sourrouille's imminent wage and price announcements, said
official spokesmen. Barrionuevo reportedly believes the announcements could
hurt the government's efforts to bring the CGT back to wage talks.

Covernment sources said yesterday that Sourrouille will announce that wages
will be adjusted every four months by means of "restricted” collective wage
bargaining talks and with a maximum increase of nine percent while electric
bills will be adjusted monthly.

In other labor news, Cordoba CGT secretary-general Miguel Angel Correa said
that the planned 36-hour national strike "would be revolutinary, take it or
leave it.” The railroad workers union seemed to take a different view,
saying in a statement that the CGI's "next and immediate step” should be to
hold the National Unity Congress.

The court clerks union said on the second day of their 48-hour strike that
85 percent of clerks had respected the strike and said the stoppage should
"call both the government and the Supreme Court to serilous reflection.”

'Police dispersed some 700 workers, many of whom had been fired, who had
gathered in front of the Bagley and Terrabusi biscuit factories in the
Constitucion neighborhood yesterday and Tuesday. The companies began firings
on Monday when the labor ministry declared the illegality of the workers'
two—hour stoppages by shift.

Teachers throughout Santa Fe Province will go on strike today at all levels
to demand a 25-percent salary increase "without any kind of discrimination,”
said union spokesmen. '

The bus drivers union will meet today to decide whether to strike for 24 or 36
hours next week. :

The Center for Labor Studies issued a report saying that the number of
underemployed now reaches 1,240,000 and that the ranks of both categories
combined have gone up 34 percent since October 1983. The center came up with
its figures on the basis of official statistics.

/9871
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PRIME MINISTER ST. JOHN REVIEWS FIRST YEAR'IN OFFICE
Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN 4n English 23 Mar 86 PP 6, 16

[Interview. with Prime Ministeér. Bernard St “John by SUNDAY SUN editor Tony
Vantervool, ‘time and place not specified] ER

'[Text]

Q: Mr. Prrrhe Minister, a.

few days ago you completed

one year in office. What do .
you regard as the high point,
of that year" :

A:Iregard the whole year as a
high point. The Government
has demonstrated very clearly
that programmes and the
targets that the Labour Party
had set itself are being
achieved and particularly in
the last three months, I am
very happy to see that we have .
been able to get our capital de-

velopment programme in full

stream. : .
As you know, the capital de-"!
velopment programme of Bar- |
bados is designed to restruc- !
ture the various sectors of the -
economy. The physical infras- :
tructure in the formi of the road -
system; the upgrading of the’l
airport; the development of the
tourist industry, partlcularly
the creation of opportunities -

for shopping, to take advan-

tage of the efforts that, over the !
last three years, we have made
to make Barbados an originat-’
ing point for cruise shlps, the
agricultural restructuring; the
sensibl> reordering of some of
our land use to take into’
account that we will produce
crops that are remunerative in-
the export market and the de--
velopment of the beef cattlé in- -
dustry.

These are major program-’
mes that relate to the restruc--
turing of the economy of Barba-
dos. And we have got that done. !

- Secondly, I think that

another high point is that the

people are indicating more and -
more every day that they feel -

- safe with the Government, .
People are satisfied and they - .

feel safe that the Government
knows what it is doing and is

what it has to do to carry Bar-

- bados forward.
'Q: There are those who'

claim that a lot of your capital

* works programmes had been

timed for election year, which
is this year. Your detractors

are claiming that this sudden’
. splurge to employ people is

all a political gimmick. What
is your response to that?

A Those people who say that

getting about the task of doing " -

obviously don’t read and they:

do not obsérve the documents

" that are published regularly

with a view to informing the
public as to the platform and
programmes of the Govern.
ment. The Development Plan

1983 - 88 sets out in great de-
tail the programme of the Gov- -

ernment.; The financing of
these programmes is to a large
extent dependent upon inter-
national lending and there is a
lag between project concep-
tualisation, applications for
loans, evaluation and the
award of contracts, !

If you take the Alrport to

. West Coast highway, every

Barbadian ought to know that

. project was due to have started

nearly a year ago and we were

JPRS~LAM~86-039
30 April 1986
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‘doing everything in our power"

to ensure that the bidding proc-
edure took place in accordance :

- with the rules.

Similarly there are one or
two other projects that were

- held up because of the need to

get international procedures to.

. move as fast as we would like.
But this is the experience of

many countries. I would say
that with our good record of
project completion, the inter-

. national lending institutions

continue to have great faith in -
us. That is the reason for one or

-two projects not starting.

With respect to the other

‘projects, the ones that are
.domestically financed, we

ourselves also have to go
through procedures; we have to
be careful that we are able to

‘ show that we are following well
- recognised tendering proce:
. dures, which takes time.

We of course also do projects
that take alittle time for every-
one to appreciate. As I said in

. my speech in January, the jig-
saw puzzle of the development
‘| programme of the Barbados
« Labour Party is now coming
into place.

If you look at the agricultural

-garea which is largely financed

by us; long ago we planned Ois-
tins, we planned Speightstown
and we planned Bridgetown.
Oistins was completed in 1981
to 1985. - The last election was
1981; there were no buildings

_on the Oistins reclaimed land. .

We have a new building func-



tioning. The whole redevelop-
ment of Oistins is coming to a
completion. The Glebe in St..

George, which the Opposition
criticised when we said we ;
were going to have three cities .

'with the redevelopment of Ois-

.tins, Speightstown and the .

.Glebe; last elections they
talked sarcastically about it.
Well, you can go to Oistins

now, you.can go to Speight- .
stown and you can go to the

Glebe in St. George and you
will see considerable progress
is being made towards' the
realisation of of these projécts.

. This is not electioneering. :
This is the implementation of
sound development progrhm- .

mes within a time scale which
has changed over factors of
" which we have no control. i

I am proud fact that we are -

_'able to have these programmes

going and it is now conceded |
that the work will we have'on
the ground now will last ‘at
least for three years. I don't
.know if you can say legitimate- .
ly that they are short term. |
Three years is not short term fo

me. : \

Q: The last budget which

was your first, was termed a ;
budget to put people back to :

work. But instead since then !
'we have had additional un- |
employment. Was this situa- :

tion caused by the delay in
getting the Airport to West

Coast project off the ground °

as anticipated? ' .

A: wel, partially that and
also partially due to the fact
" that in March last year when I

_ was speaking, few would have .

" envisaged that the downturn
“in the demand in the United
States for electronics, upon
which we are very, very depen-
dent for a nunber of jobs, parti- -
cularlﬁ' for young women,
would have changed so drasti-
cally in the course of a year

* -

Now we lost some jobs in the -

second and third quarters last :
year in that area and that was
argely due to the fact that the

Japanese exported a

tremendous amount of electro-
nics products to the United
States and they exported them
at such a price that five com- -
anies in the United States — -
eading companies — had to !
bring a case against the
-Japanese manufacturers to en-

sure that the dumping they
alleged did not continue.

If you look at the year as a
whole, you will find that the
first quarter of the year, Janu-
ary to Marth, was strong; win-
ter tourism was very good.
March to September was not
good because we had the phe-
nomenal increase in the value
of the United States dollar
which affected our summer
tourism from Europe and the
recession in Trinidad and
Tobago which affected our.
other tourism-generating
gource; and you had the turn-
down in electronics.

* Now by the last quarter, af-
ter what is now known as the
Group Five meeting in which
countries of the world got
together and decided in their
minds they were going to take
action to force down the United
States dollar in valud as the
United States was absorbing
by high interest rates-a lot of
their captial and there was an

‘uneven distribution:in the

world. After that, with the fall
ofin the United States dollar —
-strangely enough, that coin-

_cided with the efforts’ among
_the manufacturers, the elctro-

nics industries, to také action
against the Japanese -— the
Yen went up so the Japanese
products became more com-
petitive. ! i

As a result of this activity,
there was an upsurge in all the
cylinders in Barbados, so to
speak: in industry and in

§

- tourism, .

So by the last quarter of the
yeasr the unemployment sta-
tistics showed that we had.
gained some new jobs; some
new factories had startéed and
that will go right through to
this quarter. Now I must look

" at the figures from the point of

view of when I becarhe re-
sponsible. Now March to
March is going to indicate how
I did during tﬁe course pof that
year. But looking at the calen-
dar I would say that all in all,
Barbados did very well, If we

- have not achieved a“.small

growth, it would be & very.
small difference between what .
occurred last year and the year
before. But the restru¢turing
process that we speak of is con--
tinuing and I think that we .

should emphasise thi§ ques- .

tion of restructuring: :

~ We have to fill the void.
icaused by the Trinidad
situation; in manufacturing we
have to take advantage of the
" Caribbean Basin Initiative. A"
- lot of effort has been spent in .
' re-educating our furniture
' manufacturers, re-equipping
them, re-tooling them and the -
garment manufacturers also;
and in lokking at the develop-
i ment of Puerto Rico as a poten-
' tinl source for exports.
* We have not neglected
"CARICOM. We are trying to
bring Guyana and Jamaica
through an international lob-
- bying effort back into the posi-
tion where they will get help so
they can restructure their eco-
. nomies to take up the slack
where Trinudad is no longer
. able to do the same.

Q: 1t is recogrised that you
have taken a harder line than
your predecessor in dealing
i with CARICOM — for inst-
" ance yotur attitude to Trini-
dad for failing to promptly
sign the Nassau Agreement.
| Hae this attitude been paying
1 dividends? :

A: Well, I have been reading
the paper and I see that seg-
* ment in Trinidad is now saying
that as a result of bilateral re-
lations between Barbados and
 Trinidad they are feeling the
. pinch. Our manufacturers and
traders have felt the pinch for a
long period of time because of
the protectionist element in
Trinidad and Tobago. These |
people who talk today were the ,
very people who were leading
advocates of protectionism.
They are now suffering the con-
sequences of their own protec-
* tionism. o
I have no doubt that as more
and more countries in the-
Caribbean study what has"
been tried to be achieved by the
! Nassau programme for indust-

f rial protection and what has

. been tried to be achieved by the

. new agricultural replacement
mechanism for the marketing
protocol — I have no doubt that -

" when they study that, they
would have known that in

. 1984, a serious effort was made

cas a result of good quality

advice given to the heads of .

government and trade minis-

ters in Nassau, to restructure .

“the Caribbean economies 8o -

that things will change. -



"~ The Barbados attitude wag™
one wheré for a very long-
period of time we begged, we -
preached, we besought people
to'implement what they had !
agréed on at the international !
table. I believe things will !
change. : '

: Q: Mr. Prime Minister, you -
are well known for being able
to carry a large work load. At -

" one time you were Deputy

Prime Minister, Minister of -
Trade and Industry, Minister,
of Tourism and Civil Aviation '
among other portfolios; then -
‘you became Prime Minister. -
Would you say that your re-
luctance to appoint a Deputy
Prime Minister is due to your :
ability to carry the weight at -
the top? S '

At 1 was asked that question

previously. I believe that in the

" context of political political

" parties it is very difficult for a -
prime minister to say he is |
going to pick A, B or C. The -
deputies just emerge and when
they emerge they will be |
appointed. 1 don’t think that we !
have suffered in any way from |
not having a deputy prime °
minister, I think the Govern- .
ment has gone on very well and *
I have no doubht that it will :

" continue to. K

Q: Now, s you gear your-
self for a general election,
what do you see as the main
"issues in the 1986 elections? -

A That is very difficult for °
me to say at this stage because .
of the confusion in the ranks of ,
the Opposition. Quite out of the
blue, an issue was being raise
recently about the electoral
system in Barbados. T don’t:
think that anybody can take
seriously — at least I hope that
. the people will not take
_ seriously the 'unwarranted
.allegations which have been
made with respect to our elec-
toral system. !

In the context of today’s
world, I will expect that the re- :
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“cord of the Uovernment will .

gbviously have to be one of
issues. To me also, the issue

that will be really hammering

is what programmes the poli- '

tical parties are going to lay on
the table to deal with the

changé that has to take placein

the structure of the ecomony;

in our attitudes in Barbados; if -
we are to successfully compete °

in the new world that we are
“likely to face in the last 20
years of this century. What

foundation we are going to lay

for preparing our people who
are going to have their adult

livelihood in the next century. -
That is going to be important; .

the prospects for the future;

' the foundation; the aim and

things of that kind. - .

Some people will try to make
an issue of unemployment but I
believe our record of handling’
the unemployment situation is
better than the Democratic

Labour Party’s, particularly in .
the context of unemployment .

"in the rest of the world.
Inflation! They dare not’

raise inflation. We are doing -
. very well with that. So that eco-

nomic matters will I am sure be

_-issues and the Barbados

Labour Party is prepared to
face any of these matters. We
can handle ourselves. '

Q: What I did observe in!
some situations was that the
international lending ageni-
"cies ‘exercised extreme cau-
-tion in dealing with new lead-
i ers. Sometimes the agencies
‘tend to adopt a wait-and-see
attitude. Did you have any
problems at all with these
agencies?

I'A: No. I certainly didn’t have
: any problems at all. Although I
‘say so myself, I believe most
people in the international
agencies, the people who make
these decisions, would have
been acquainted with the work
that I have done as Barbados’
Minister of Trade, Industry
and Touyrism. I had after all a

" tremendous amount of expo-

sure in interr=tional trade

- negotiations.

The British people would be
,aware of this and I participated
in the exercise for the Carib-
bean Basin Initiative between

*.1982 and 1985. We have never

| had any such prqblems. ’

Q: We are all aware that in
political parties there are cli-*
ques who hold admiration for
individuals within the party.
For instance, it is well known
that certain members of the
.. Barbados Labour Party were
_closer to the late Prime
Minister than they were to
you; whilst others held a
;| greater admiration for you.

Since taking over as Prime
Minister, have you found that

- ! everyone has rallied around

you and given you the loyalty -
‘and support you required to
run the Government?

At I would certainly say that.

. Don't forget that I have been
around for a very long time in
the Labour Party. I have been
in the Labour Party in its re-
surgence in the 1960s. I was
there in the seventies; I was
there in the early eighties. So
that 1 am well known within
the Labour Party and the con-
tribution that 1 made towards
the resurgence of the Labour
Party and towards the en-
hancement of the quality lead-
ership that the Labour Party
achieved since it received pow--
er in 1976 is well known.

1 can say quite faithfully and
honestly that I received the
best cooperation that one could
ever think of receiving.

Q: So you are saying that all
the rumours around about
the conflicts with the Barba-
dos Labour Party are non-
; sense? R
A To tell the honest truth, I
don’t know who would believe
such rumours first of all. They
started one or two weeks after
the death of the last prime
minister. But you would have
noticed something; they just
disappeared.: Nobody
answered them. They just dis-
appeared.




WORKERS PARTY TO ENTER TWO CANDIDATES IN NEXT ELECTION

Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 9 Mar 86 p 1

[Article by Tony Vanterpodl]

[Téxi: ]

ANOTHER political party has indicated its
intention to contest the upcoming general
elections, constitutionally due to be held by

Seplember.

The Workers' Parly of Barbados (WPB) has an-
nounced that it will enter two candidales in the con-
test and has announced that one of them is Ricky Par-

ris (29) WPB's organising secretary.

Parris, a laboralory techni-
cian, will be contesting a seat in
St. Michael North East against
incumbent Leroy Sisnett of the

. ruling "Barbados Labour Party

and the Democratic Labour Par-

{y's Leroy Brathwaite.

General secretary of WPB,
University of West Indies lec-
furer Dr. George Belle, said:
*“Another candidate, ye! to be
ratifiod by the parly, has been
named for the Christ Church
West constiluency. **

The nominations come last
weekend afler n WPB executive
conferéiice ot an undisclosed
Christ Church venue.

New perspective

In an exclusive inlerview with
the SUNDAY SUN, Dr. Belle. who
heads the Depariment of Govern-
ment al the UWI's Cave Hill Cam-
pus, listed two main things the
parly hopes lo achieve by par-
ticipating in this year's elections

as:

*“The first is to legitimise the
party as a spokesperson for the
working class and the second to
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| serve as_an educational ex-
} perience for the parly's cadre
and allow us to have a different
erspeclive so as to prepare for
ulure campaigns.”

As to his campnign strategy.
Dr. Belle said that ﬁke the two
established parties, WPB will
nnfﬂge in the distribution of pam-
phiets, in holding public meetings

and in house-lo-house canvass-

g-
Meanwhile as the election
date draws near Opposition
! Lender Errol Barrow goes to Si.
Giles Girls' Schoo! today to ad-
dress the DLP's St. Michael East
conslituency branch.
i _ Right now the incumbent, Dr.
i Don Blackman, of the Barbados
' Labour Party is out of the island.
he is due lo return within days
and a long-awailed announce-
 ment as to his fulure in politics is
; expected lo be made. .
i In the interim, however,
"neither the BLP nor the DLP have
announced their candidates for
St. Michael East. Both parties
claim that lhe¥ were awailing
submissions Irom the con-
stituency branches. They are
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awaiting Dr. Blackman's next
move.

A rumour that the BLP way
backihg ils 'néew general
!dectetary, Pat Symmonds, for the
St. Michsel East constituency,
was quashed yesterday by Miss
Symmonds herself who told the
SUN: “There is absolutely no
truth in that.”

In the North, Martin Cadogan,
who contested the two by-
elections in St. Peter in 1984, k)KI
the SUN that he would again be
ruming as an Independont for
St Peler.,

Said Cadogan: *1 understand .
that there will be an increased
number of Independents in the.
forthcoming elections. This 1s
good. The Independents have a
vital role to play.

Among the names menlioned
to run in the Independent divi-
sion was that of former
parliamentarian Dr, Rameses
Caddle who suffered defeat at
the hands of Dr. Blackman in St.
Michael East in 1981,

When questioned Dr. Caddle
prompllz replied: “Man, you
should know better than to ask
me that.”

‘The DLP series of political
education mesetings continues to-
day at 7:30 p.m. with a mass
meeting held by the St. James
South and St. Michaol North con-
slituencies at Montgomeér
Pasture, Cave Hill. Speakors will
deal with the issues of dru,
-abuse, unemployment; electora
maltors and education.
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GOVERNMENT TO HAVE NEW OFFICE FOR CORPORATE AFFAIRS

Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 9 Mar 86 p 3

[Text]

/9274
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*

BARBADOS is to gel a Depart-

ment of Corporate Affairs. It will
act as Government’s agency for
dealing with matters concerning
companies.

Minister of Commerce, In-
dusiry and Consumer Affairs,
Louis Tull, made the announce-
ment on Friday as he delivered
the feature address al an In-
dustrial Development Corpora-
tion (IDCYcorporaiion seminar on
the domestic manufacturing sec-
tor at the Hilion.

Mr. Tull said thal the depariment
will be sel up within his minisiry
and should begin operaling nexi
month. He said thal the depart-
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mﬂunl-.- wlml{wull deal” with’

finance and other matters alfec-
ting companies, is another slep in
“a gystematic and concerted ef-
fort'” on the part of Government
tle bring assislance to the
manufacturing sector. )

‘The minister also pointed to in-
itintives taken by Government to
assist the furniture industry,
specilically, the establishment of
the Barbados Furniture Expori
Trading Company.

He said that one shipment
worth aboul $225 000 had been
made, and another, valued af
$300 000, is on schedule with
two repeat ordérs ou hand.

Mr. Tull said that the company

is now designing a new range of
dining room furniture and
bedroom furniture is to be pro-
ttuced for the first time. The
latest items will go on display at
the October High Point Market,
and production will begin by
Januatry 1987. n :

In" ‘axamining the island's
chances of competing in the’
extra-vegional marcket, Tull noted
thal while it may be difficult 'to
compele barely on cosls alone,
Barbados has the capacity to
compete with anyone on quality
and productivily. :

“1f we make qualily goods, we
fon “can carve oul our own
markel niche,” he said.
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1986-87 GOVERNMENT REVENUES, EXPENDITURES OUTLINED

Bridgetown DAILY NATION in English 11 Mar 86 p 1

[Text] o .:
THE BARBADOS GOVERNMENT ex-

pects to rake in nearly $700 million in
taxes to cover its current expenditure
during the coming financial year.

This is spelt out in the Barbados
Estimates 1986-87 which are expected to be
laid in the House of Assembly on Monday.
When compared with projected expenditure,
the financial year should end with a surplus
of nearly $4.5 million.

The Government is planning to collect:

* $229 million in taxes on income and profit.

® $32 602 000 on taxes on property.

¢ more than $182 million on taxes on goods and services
* $103 million from non-tax on international trade

* $87 million on other laxes

¢ $58.5 million from non-tax revenue.
- $5 million on special receipts and

¢ $7 million on loans and advances, giving a grand total
of $704 656 616 in current revenue.

Current expenditure, which covers such things as
salaries of public servants, is projected at $700 283 943,
leaving a surplus of current revenue over current expen-
diture of $4 372 673. -

‘Of this money listed under current expenditure, $175
million will go to the Ministry of Finance and Planning,
while the second largest sum of more than $152 million
will go to the Ministry of Education. The Ministry of
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"Health takes the third la rgesl slice of this cake, with more.
than $110 million. .

OI this projected $700 million current expenditure, i
$294 668 876 will go toward the wages and salaries of
public servants,

Capliai expendnufe for the 1986-87 financial year
has been projected at $188 503 768, nearly $50 million
more than the $139 200 000 of the revised Estimates of
1985-86.

Once again the largest sum on capital expenditure
will be disbursed by the Ministry of Transport and Works
(MTW}; $46 823 000, compared with $22 897 758 the
previous year. Second in line is the Ministry of Finance
and Planning wilh $34 million; then the Ministry of
Agricullure with $29 million; the Ministry of Health and
Social Security and Ministry of International Transporl
with $16 million each; and the Ministry of Education and
Culture with $14 million.

The one-and-a-half inch thick document also states.
that by the end of the current financinl year Government
will have raised over $75 million in loans from foreign
sources, $51 335 015 from the World Bank, $5 600 000
from the Venezuelan Investment Bank, $7 925 823 from
the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) and $4 156 686
from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) were
among the largest loans.

In domestic financing, Government will have raised
more than $41 million through debentures, and $49
million from other domestic sources. '

12



30 April 1986

BARBADOS

REPORT SHOWS RATE OF ECONOMIC GROWTH SLOWED IN 1985

FL281626 Bridgetown CANA in English 11523 . GMT 28 Mar 86

[By Reudon Eversley]

[Text] Bridgetown, 28 Mar (CANA)--Barbados' economic‘growth rate slowed con-
siderably last year, as output in the key tourism, manufacturing and sugar
sectors declined, the government says. Inflation dipped to 3.9 percent--the
lowest level since 1967. o ‘ : p ‘ : ~

The annual economic report, to.be tebled in parliament next week, said real
gross domestic product (GDP)--the total value of all goods and services

produced in 'the economy--expanded by 0.3 percent in 1985, compared with 3.5

percent the year before.

In dollar terms, this meant GDP 1ncreased to 779.9 million dollars (one nds
dollar; 50 cents U.S.) from 777.6 million in 1984. :

Output in mining and quarrying was up 10.3 percent, theilargest increase
recorded by any sector for the year. Increases were also shown for the elec-
tricity, gas, water, government services, construction, wholesale and retail,
and business and general services subsectors. .

Unemployment rose to 18.7 percent from 17.1 percent in 1984, with women ac-
counting for a higher percentage than men.

Per capita income rose 7.9 percent to reach 8, 860 dollars for the year and
the trade balance improved, the 107-page report said. :

According to the report, output in manufacturing declined in real terms last
year by a significant 9.5 percent after three successive years of positive
growth. :

Tourism, the number one industry, declined by three perceat in real terns,
but tourist expenditure rose and sugar fell by 0.2 percent, the first decline
in five years.

The decline in manufacturing was linked to ongoing trade problems in the

Caribbean Community (Caricom), the principal export market for local manu-
facturers.
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The fall-off in tourism, Barbados' main foreign currency earner, stemmed from
a 3.2 percent decline in long-stay visitors and a 5.6 fall in the average
length of stay to 6.7 nights, the report said. However, there was a 13.2 per—
cent increase in cruise ship passengers and tourist expenditure was estimated
to have reached 618.1 million dollars, an 8.8 percent increase over 1984.

Continued strong performance by the oil industry, where crude oil and natural
gas production was up seven and 32.4 percent respectively, contributed to the
good showing by the mining and quarrying sector, the report said.

Domestic crude oil production, accounting last year for 56.6 percent of local
requirements, amounted to :679.2 thousand barrels, a seven percent increase over
1984. Average daily output was 1,806 barrels.

Gas production rose to 32.2 million cubic metres as against 25.3 million in
1984.

The report noted an improvement in the balance of trade, with the posting of
a surplus of 114.1 million dollars, compared with 110.7 million in 1984 and
24.2 million in 1983. Both exports and imports of goods and services de-
clined during the year, the report said.

Exports of goods and services, which stood at 1.692 billion dollars in 1984,
slipped by 5.6 percentage points to a figure of 1.598 billion dollars or 64.6
percent of GDP at market prices.

Imports of goods and services declined by 6.2 percent to reach 1.484 billion
dollars during 1985 compared with 1.581 billion dollars during the previous
year. Imports accounted for 60 percent of GDP at market prices during 1985,
thus reflecting a better performance of the economy than in 1984 when the
figure was 67.8 percent, said the report.

19274 .
CSO: 3298/397

14



JPRS«

LAM~86~039

30 apriy 1986

~ BARBADOS

CONCERN FOR SUGAR SPURS AGRICULTURAL DIVERSIFICATION

Bridgetown DAILY NATION in English 24 Feb 86 p 1

19274
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AGRICULTURE AUTHORITIES
are hastening crop diversifica-
tion because of a growing fear of

a forced collapse of the sugar in--

dustry, says Barbados Sugar In-

‘dustries Limited (BSIL) executive
‘director, Errie Deane. .

Deane said on Voice of Barbado
yesterday, the sugar industry was tak-
ing a comprehensive look at the whole
question, and in a matter of days a
report should be submitted to the
Ministry of Agriculture. - :

Speaking on-the radio programme, Point At
Tasue Deane said: ‘‘Basically, the move (away from
sugar) seems to be very imporlant at this time
because at the moment we produce more sugar
than is required on the contractural market, and
this sugar has to be sold at a price which does not
even cover our marginal costs.

“We have been having long discussions with

Government, and we are more or less finalising -

various plans to put before them. We hope to have
it all finalised within another few days.”

Deane took issue with the view that many of the
plantation owners who have been involved in
sugar cultivation for many decades do not want
now to diversify. He said land-owners were in the
business to make money, and if a profitable
substitute crop could be found tomorrow the
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farmers would miwe away from sugar. .
o :gar planters are really agriculturalists in:
terested in planting the land,’ he said, “and if they

can move into a new area and make a profit lhey.

would. The boitom line is really money.” :

" Giving an overview of the situation faced by
sugar on the international market. Minister of
Agriculture, Dr. Richard Cheltenrham, pointed out
that in the United States in particular, the larie
consumers of su%er; such as the makers of Coke
and Pepsi had n turning to less expensive
substitule sweeteners. : i .

Cheltenham explained that two years ago Bar-
bados used to sell 20000 short tonnes of the
100 000 tonnes of sugar it produced to the United

_States. This has been reduced by the Americans to’

t1’12 000, he said, and a further reduction was possi-
e. . :

. “This,"” he sdded, “would méan an even
greater (}uantity of sugar would have to be sold on
the world market at between three and four cents
{United States currency) per pound — a sum that
does not allow the industry to recover production
costs.
Prime Minister Bernard St. John noted there
was a market for other crops such as fresh
vegetables, especially during winter times when
the climate did not allow for production of these
vegetables in North America and Europe. But, he

warned, quality would have to be the walchwnrd. )
However, the Prime Minister said diversifica-

tion was costly, and the agricultural sector would
need assistance in this area. Government, he add-
ed, would be very active in this.
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COURT ACTION OVER SEIZED TIN--La Paz, 3 Apr (EFE)--The Bolivian Government has
announced that it will take court action against businessman Miguel Orlandini
who last week seized 1,050 metric tons of refined tin at the port of
Rotterdam in the Netherlands. According to reports released in La Paz,
Orlandini seized the 1,050 tons of Bolivian tin as compensation for the
financial loss suffered for the return to the state of the Totoral mine during
the government of Hernan Siles Zuazo. Bolivian Mining Minister Jaime
Villalobos has released a communique in which the government states that the
tin was seized just as the Bolivian Government began court proceedings related
to the seizure of another 408-ton consignment of tin in January 1986.

The communique adds that in view of this offense, the Bolivian state will
assume the full defense of its interests and its sovereignty through lawful
means and the agreements on international trade. [Text] [Madrid EFE

in Spanish 1741 GMT 3 Apr 86] /9871

ARMY SPOKESMAN DENIES CONFINEMENT--An official spokesman of the Army High
Command has stated that it is not true that the Joint Chiefs of Staff have
ordered the personnel of the three branches of the armed forces confined to
barracks. The spokesman said that activities in the armed forces are normal
and each command is carrying out its specific duties. Over the weekend

a news report indicated that, after evaluating the country's status quo,

the Armed Forces High Command confined all personnel to barracks. According
to the spokesman, this report is untrue because no confinement to barracks
has been ordered. [Text] [La Paz Radio Illimani Network in Spanish 1100 GMT
8 Apr 86] /9871

MINISTER WARNS AGAINST DISTURBANCES--Tension prevails in the city of
Cochabamba. Interior Ministry Undersecretary Guido Merubia has granted an
exclusive interview to Radio Panamericana and stated that the government
will guarantee the tranquility of the people regardless of the consequences.
From Cochabamba, Merubia stated that the government will see that the law is
respected, and added that those who provide disturbances will be detained.

He accused community leaders, including a Mr Unzueta, of calling for
confrontation over local radio stations. Merubia added that no disturbances
will be allowed, and that the police will act with force to prevent conflicts
during the stoppage that is taking place toady in this capital. The Interior
Ministry undersecretary stated that the government will respond energetically
to coercive measures. He added that the stoppage that is taking place today
in Cochabamba is clearly of a political and subversive nature, and that it
seeks confrontation. He went on to say that leader Unzueta will be detained
within the new few hours. [Excerpts] [La Paz La Red Panamericana in Spanish
1700 GMT 3 Apr 86] /9871
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BARCO ON SUBVERSION ALLIANCE WITH UP, CENTRAL AMERICA GOALS :
Solutlon to Economlc Problems
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanlsh 21 Feb 86 pp 1-A, 6—C

[Text] The serious problem of unemployment in Colombia," wh1ch is now at the
highest level in our entire history, can be solved if the people decide to
elect a government and a congress committed to achieving th1s great obJect1ve,
stated L1beral candldate V1rg1l1o Barco ]ast night,

Barcos appeared on. telev181on for the second time,’ ut111z1ng broadcast time
allocated by the government to the political parties. - ,

"In the' past 3 years, unemployment and partial employment have affected more’
than 2 m11110n people. This is the highest figure in our history, and it
reflects ‘a- terr1b1y cruel and oppressive social problem," he said.

He added that "th1s alarming trend has emerged ‘under the Conservatlve
administration due to a lack of appropr1ate planning policies, of exper1ence,
and of orderl1ness and eff1c1ency in publlc admlnlstratlon. :

"The : solutlon to the problem of unemployment is up to the people, above all.
If you exercise your suffrage and elect a government committed to this great
objective, and give it majority support, it will be possible to overcome this
tragic situation. Throughout the history of Colombia, the Liberal Party has
always been the party to br1ng about soc1a1 change and to save the country
from crlses.- RE

"The L1bera1 Party is: the party of employment, the party of economic
achievement ‘for ‘thé good of the lower classes. History shows this," asserted
Dr Barco, who went on to mention the accomp11shments of L1bera1
adm1n1strat1ons in this area. :

The candldate prov1ded the follow1ng end—of term unemployment f1gures for: past
adm1n1strat10ns' ' : . : _ : .

Pastrana (July 1974) 12.7 percent
Lopez (July 1978) 7.6 percent ..
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Turbay (July 1982) 8.7 percent
Betancur (April 1985) 14.0 percent

The jobless rate in Bogota climbed from 6.7 percent at the beginning of the
Betancur administration to 13.7 percent by April 1985, a 104 percent jump,
according to Dr Barco.

Here are the highlights of Dr Barco's televised speech:

"Now, during these difficult times for the country, the Liberal Party will
once again face the crisis successfully. That is why Colombia needs a Liberal
government, With the support of the Liberal majorities and the Colombian
people, the next administration will be able to carry out a comprehensive
policy of employment, which really gets to the root of the problem.

"Beginning on 7 August 1986, I will immediately implement an accelerated
program to create jobs. In a country where there is so much to do--almost
everything~-where large tracts of fertile land lie fallow and industrial
machinery operates at half capacity, it is impossible to understand why the
battle against unemployment cannot be waged immediately.

"In my recent visits to very needy neighborhoods on the outskirts of Bogota
and other cities of the country, I have found half-finished streets that could
facilitate access to districts and neighborhoods where the congestion is
tremendous; half-built schools, health centers and daycare centers; public
recreation parks that have turned into dumping grounds; and streets whose
pavement has turned to rubble. With the efficient and immediate infusion of
public funds, no matter how scarce they may be, the pressing needs of the
poorest districts can be met, and this will provide the first wave of useful
employment. These new employees, and these new projects and jobs, will
stimulate the demand for food, clothing, construction materials, low-cost
furnishings, and all kinds of services.

"Then the initial impulse will be transferred to other sectors of the economy,
including food production and agroindustry., In an upward spiral, the effect
will finally reach big industry. From there will come major projects and
actions. In a constant, expansive interaction, the generation of employment
in each area or sector will promote the emergence of more jobs in other
sectors of economic activity.

"For all of this to be possible, we need above all the mobilization of the
community as a whole. This, in turn, requires the creation of a climate of
optimism, creativity and investment. That can only be done when people are
convinced that the administration is serious and experienced, and can set
forth predictable rules. These rules will provide assurances to investors and
workers, and will stimulate the efforts and initiatives of the different
sectors of the community on all levels.

"At the same time, we will apply the levers of credit and development
financing to stimulate productive activity, which will in turn create more
jobs., This includes the microbusinesses. We will take measures to strengthen
the buying power of all Colombians, combatting inflation and giving wages more
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purchasing power. We will also stimulate exports, as was done under the
government of President Carlos Lleras Restrepo with results that the country
now remembers with admiration.

"During my campaign, as I am doing tonight with you, I have been proposing
solutions to the various problems that Colombia faces. I have done this with
sincerity and candor, dialoguing with the people, identifying the
difficulties, but also pointing the way to solutions. And I have found
Liberals who respond enthusiastically with flags and show up in large numbers.
They know that it is their turn now, and they have before them a chance to
write new pages in our history, as has happened in past crises.

"For this purpose, the party wants to elect a president in May. Before then,
in March, it wants to elect a congress, some assemblies, and some city
councils with large Liberal majorities. In this way, we will be able to
govern Colombia once again, and to send it down the true path to its destiny,
with a Liberal orientation, for the good of all our countrymen."

True Change

In addition, yesterday Liberal candidate Virgilio Barco laid down the goals
that the Liberal Party intends to achieve in office. In his second speech on
National Radio, he stated the following:

"We intend to alleviate the tragic plight of millions of our compatriots, who
are trapped in poverty and unemployment. For that reason, change will take
place peacefully and progressively, until we achieve our proposed goals.

"Our objectives are ambitious but attainable. The first one is to create a
social economic system that makes the economy serve the interests and needs of
the entire society, especially the most deprived sectors. The purpose of this
system will be to combat unemployment, and its medium-term goal will be the
eradication of the dire poverty that plagues many of our countrymen.

"Another goal of the government will be to achieve the pacification of the
country, with our hands extended, firm and steady. We will remove the
underlying causes of dissent within the context of the rule of law. We will
give the court system and the judges the resources they need, and will dignify
and exalt their mission, at the same time maintaining the respect and support
that the military deserves as the defender of our institutions against
internal subversion.

"We will promote an administrative reorganization in order to make the
government function more efficiently, and we will carefully monitor the
conduct of civil servants.

"In the economic sphere, one of the Liberal government's goals will be to
defend the value of the currency so that its strength will guarantee fair
wages, growing savings, and a sufficient amount of indispensable invesment.
All these factors will ensure the country's progress. We will also seek to
democratize economic power, giving better opportunities to small savers.
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"We will modernize the rural sector with the implementation of a comprehensive
agrarian reform program that encourages just systems of land ownersﬁip‘and
stimulates the use of advanced technology. In addition, we will promote
cooperatives, labor unions and users' associations to protect the interests of
small farmers.

"An important part of the Liberal agricultural policy will be the promotion of
agroindustry, not only as a source of employment but also as a means to
enhance the country's revenues.

”In the cities and their environs, we will foment reforms in the use,
ownership and taxation of land, within an overall policy concerning growth,
housing and public services.

"In the political sphere, we will encourage reforms to ensure greater
participation by the people in decision-making.

"In the international sphere, we will restore to Colombia the prestige it
deserves as a democratic, civilized, progressive country that defends peace
and respects international law.

"The country needs to boost its industry, which has been so severely affected
by the crisis we are undergoing. To achieve this, we must work on several
fronts. On the one hand, we must reduce the impact of the cost of foods and
services on Colombians' buying power.

"We must steadily increase exports of manufactured goods; create the necessary
economic conditions for a real decline in interest rates and facilitate wide-
ranging, long-term financing mechanisms for industry; and restructure the
industrial sectors that have lost their competitive capacity on the market due
to outdated technology and obsolete machinery.

"My Liberal administration will heed the yearning for regional autonomy that
is so evident throughout the country, and allow municipalities and departments
to control their own affairs. It will begin with education, health, and
public services.

"At the same time, we will stimulate the development of what I have called

alternative cities, those which have the population, the support for national

reproduction, and the potential fiscal revenues to become major and decisive

centers. This will prevent the continued migration to the big cities."
Peace Policy, Political Alliances

Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 27 Feb 86 p 8-A

[Excerpts] The presidential candidate and leader of the Liberal Party,
Virgilio Barco Vargas, asserted yesterday that Conservative candidate Alvaro
Gomez Hurtado is definitely lost if he thinks he will win Liberal votes.

"Be serious," Barco responded to journalist Margarita Vidal when she asked him
about the allegation that some Liberals intend to vote for Gomez. Barco was
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interv1ewed 1ast night on the program "Al banquillo con Margarita" [On the
Stand with Margarita], which is broadcast on Channel 1. :

Peace Policy

When asked how he would handle the problem of subversion once in office, Barco
Vargas recalled that he has decided to follow a pollcy of a flrmly extended
hand.

"An extended hand," he explained, "because I am willing to engage in dialogue.
I will never resort to repression for its own sake. I will be obliged to
uphold the Constitution and guarantee Colombians life, honor and property, but
I will use every means to seek an understanding. Because if there is a party,
a subversive group like the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) that
has become a party, as it has done, and has chosen ballots over bullets, I am
all for it. As soon as the formation of that party was announced, I was one
of the first to praise that decision, the creation of the Patriotic Union
(UP). It is a party that thinks, that wants to count for something, that
wants EP advance within the democratic system, I think that is good and
useful,

Alliahces:with up

When asked about an apparent contradiction between that position and the one
which he assumed regarding the alliances between some Liberal leaders and the
UP (which the interviewer said he had forbidden), Barco once again chided the
journalist for her lack of objectivity and background knowledge.

"I am very disturbed," he said to her, "first because I see ‘that you are a
very busy person who is involved in many activities. You cannot read all my
statements in the press. I never forbade those alliances; what I said

was . o o7

"Not forbade," interrupted the journalist, "but you said that they could not
register as Liberals, which amounts to the same thing."

Then Barco recounted the background of this situation, and concluded: "I
cannot intervene and proh1b1t, and I have not done so, because within the
Liberal Party the word prohibition does not exist. What I said is that they
could not, according to the Party Bylaws that Congress had just passed,
register as Liberals. They could not do so legally because the UP also had
its own registration. But at no time did I forbid those allianges, because I
believe that if they are forged in good falth if they are orlented toward
elections, ‘then they are good for the country.'

Under Regina's Spell
The Journallst then referred to a "spell" of Reglna 11, accordlng to which

Barco had two strikes against him for becoming pre51dent of Colombia: No
mayor had ever attained that office, nor had anyone with EL TIEMPO's support.
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Barco replied, after defending his record as a mayor who served the working
classes of the capital: "EL TIEMPO has supported countless candidates who
have indeed been elected president, and that publishing house produced one of
the greatest of all Liberal presidents: Dr Eduardo Santos."

-Galan's Dissidence

After handling other odd questions, such as whether he carried a gun (like a
good Santanderean)--to which he responded with a resounding "Never!"--Barco
was asked about some Liberal Party officials' descriptions of Senator Galan as
a "renegade and dissident." He said, "I have never used those adjectives or
terms to describe Dr Galan, and I never would."

He said, however, that Galan "has ended up being used very skillfully by the
Conservative candidate as a tool to split the Liberals," and he emphasized:
"I believe that that is what has generated resistance to Galan."

Agrarian Policy Key to Economy
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 28 Feb 86 p 12-C

[Text] Liberal candidate Virgilio Barco criticized the Betancur
administration's handling of the problem of inflation, and indicated that the
rise in the cost of living, exaggerated inflation rates, and bad policies for
handling the agriculture and livestock sector, the marketing of foodstuffs and
the management of public spending will be the most important economic issues
that the incoming administration must grapple with.

Speaking on National Radio in the time allocated for the political parties, he
pledged that the Liberal government will combat the scourge of inflation
ceaselessly and relentlessly. He also stated that an agrarian policy is
needed. o ' "

He said that he will devote every effort to the recovery of the agriculture
sector until Colombia no longer needs to import food. He stressed that "my
government's agrarian policy will not be one of improvisation, but rather of
achievement."

Barco devoted his entire speech to discussing the cost of living problem, and
stated that the lack of adequate policies in the agriculture and livestock
sector to govern the production, transportation and marketing of food products
is the primary cause of increases in food prices.

He added: "The current government has made a lot of mistakes in handling the
prices of essential items. When wages go up, hikes are authorized almost
immediately in the prices of transportation, gasoline and public services. In
this way, the salary raise disappears in a few days, and the Colombian worker
faces the same problems in ensuring his own survival and that of his family.

"The economic strategies applied by the government to deal with the problem of
inflation have been contradictory, the result of the short-sightedness, 1ack
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of coordination, and disorder that have characterized its actlons. They run
counter to the 1dea of a minimal program.

"As in‘many other,areas of public administration, Belisario Betancur's
government has improvised. First it attempted an economic recovery by
ad justing wages above the indices of inflation and applying selective programs
to stimulate the business sector with currency issuances by the Bank of the
Republlc. ; :

"Then it dec1ded that this was not working, because the results were hlgher
1nf1at10n and the paralyzatlon of the’ economlc recovery.

"Throughout this entire process of backing and filllng, nothlng was done to

stop the cost of 11v1ng from rising.

"For thiS'reason,'the 1ncom1ng L1bera1 government will focus on the overall
recovery of the agriculture sector, until Colombia manages to free itself of
the burden of food imports.

"The agrarlan pollcy of my government will not be characterized by
1mprov1sat10n, but rather by achievement. We will not use the farm sector to
engage in experiments, but rather to restore its efficiency. We will turn the
agrlculture and 11vestock sector into a dynamic source of employment and food.

"It is. 1mperat1ve, moreover, that we define a comprehen51ve, w1de—rang1ng,

“long-term policy for the production of goods and services for popular

consumption, a1m1ng at the primary goal of assurlng adequate supplies to
families. This is an essential ingredient in the battle we will wage to
eradicate ab ject poverty and to raise the Colombian people's standard of
11v1ng.

"The - atmosphere of 1nsecur1ty and the deepenlng of conf11cts revolv1ng around
land ownership, the increasing impoverishment of the rural classes, the
growing frustration of thousands of small landowners and peasants, all should
be ‘counteracted in order to solve the agricultural crisis.

"It is imperative that we improve the physical infrastructure, apply new and
appropriate technologies, and modernize the systems of marketing, credit,
processing, storage and transportation. We must also promote farmers'
assoc1atlons, and access to government soc1a1 serv1ces, tools and components
for all farmers :

Later on he noted: "To achieve the objectives of controlling inflation, we
must adopt consistent, 1ong—term p011c1es for the management of the entire
nat10na1 ‘economy.

"In all countries, whether large or small, governments seek a strategy for
improving the quality of life and the incomes of their citizens. The role of
the state is very 1mportant in the adoption of such programs.

"I am‘prOPOSing the construction‘of a modern, vital, prosperous and just
society, guided by a majority party that is completely committed to these
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ideas and proposals. It would be governed efficiently by capable and
experienced people, and the function of the state would be clearly-defined and
harmonious.

"We want a society in which poverty, unemployment and inflation are fought day
in and day out.

"This and only this will bring about a secure, stable, harmonious society that
can overcome its most severe and violent conflicts."

Policies on Business, Central America
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 19 Mar 86 p 8-A

[Text] Liberal candidate Virgilio Barco stated here today that the solution
to Colombia's insecurity does not lie in setting dates for negotiating truces,
but rather in providing the appropriate conditions for producing real
agreements that will lead to the effective disarmament of the subversive
groups.

Barco indicated that to achieve true security, the judicial system must also
be reformed to make it more efficient and to give it the resources it needs to
carry out the responsibilities assigned to it by the Constitution. He also
stated that the Armed Forces have the capacity to deal with public order
problems, but they do not have the essential resources.

The Liberal candidate spoke at a round table with representatives of the
principal businesses in the private sector of the E1 Cauca Valley. The
meeting took place at the facilities of Carton de Colombia.

Barco arrived in Cali shortly before noon, and toured the firm's plant before
beginning the round table.

More than 60 businessmen were present to hear his proposals, and many of them
asked questions about the problems that concern them most., Barco discussed
current issues such as the lack of security, unemployment, the economic
situation, and the tax and budget situation,

Barco proposed that special conditions be provided to facilitate the
participation of foreign industry; the latter should be given more guarantees
than its domestic counterpart, he said, without damaging domestic investment.

"Colombia can offer many advantages for foreign investment: We have political
stability. Foreigners are not hated here. We have not had any wars. Ours is
a country with excellent human and natural resources, and we have no serious
problems with our neighbors. Our geographical location is extraordinary. But
above all, we are a country of laws," stated Barco.

The majority of the businessmen expressed their concern and alarm about the

outbursts of guerrilla violence in this country over the last few days,
especially in the El1 Cauca Valley.
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Regarding the tax situation, Barco said it is necessary to carry out fiscal
and tax reform. "The current system discourages savings and investment,
because there are so many taxes it is hard to keep track of them. If this is
changed, taxes will become manageable, and we may even be able to reduce the
rates w1thout affecting government revenues." - SR

He then added that the country cannot continue to be governed by circular.

He stated that the labor system must be mod1f1ed indicating that the labor
federations will be willing to cooperate "if they are convinced that the
unions are looking out for their wages today. But they are not seelng any
future jobs being created for their children, so unemployment is being
stimulated. We must seek formulas that benefit both the labor federations and
the country as a whole."

Central America -

Regarding the crisis in Central America and the actions of the Contadora
Group, Barco expressed his viewpoint on this matter, which is particularly
relevant today, as follows:

"The arms race and the unusual increase in military activity in the region are
only aggravating the existing tension and the constant threat of an armed
conflict, in which we would all be involved in one way or another. ~

"True peace in Central America will not be achieved without the effective
reduction of the sophisticated military apparatus that exists today. Nor can
peace be maintained if a significant dialogue is not initiated with the
democratic opposition, if basic freedoms are not respected, and if neighboring
countries do not stop attempting to destabilize truly representatlve
governments by means of subversion and terrorism.

"Nor can anyone contemplate a stable and lasting peace 1f no solut1ons are
found to the serious economic and social plight of the nations in that area,
some of which endured dictatorships and oppression for such a long time that
the latter became their trademark in the world

"What is the point in organizing occasional assemblies to seek a dialogue with
the greatest regional power, which is also the greatest in the world, when we
have a foroum in which that country is, of its own w111 an attentlve and
committed interlocutor? ' : : S

"If it is a matter of committing the United States to a policy of peace and
economic equity for the hemisphere, why not do so within the framework of the
organization that groups all American nations, of which it is a member and
whose decisions it has agreed to respert, rather than trying to accomplish
this in ad hoc assemblies, which recent experience has shown can be ignored,
rejected or d1sda1ned7"

8926
CSO: 3348/487
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COLOMBIA

BRIEFS

RESIDENTS PROTEST NICARAGUAN CLAIM--Bogota 12 Apr (DPA)--A civic group of the
Colombian islands of San Andres y Providencia, in the Caribbean Sea, have
announced that they will ask Colombian President Belisario Betancur to break
off diplomatic relations with Nicaragua. Tomas Livingston, leader of the
group, said that this request is based on the Sandinist govermment's insis-
tence on claiming sovereignty over this archipelago. Nicaragua's attitude,
recently renewed by Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto, has been repeatedly
rejected by Coclombia, which alleges that Colombian sovereignty over San
Andres y Providencia is based on rights that date back to Spanish colonial
times in American and by a treaty signed by Managua and Bogota in 1928.
President Belisario Betancur has had the support of all political sectors of
the country in his categorical stand. Livingston said: "We cannot continue
to allow the Nicaraguan Sandinist government to disregard the sovereignty of
these Colombian island territories every 6 months." He added: "We want to
know where we stand. If we have the support of our President (Betancur), he
will give the natives of San Andres y Providencia the satisfaction of breaking
off relations with Nicaragua." Meanwhile popular demonstrations against
Nicaragua's claim continue to be carried out on the archipelago. Text]
[Hamburg DPA in Spanish 1843 GMT 12 Apr 86 PA]

/12929
CS0: 3348/507
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DOMINICA

CHARLES COMMENTS ON CBI, INDUSTRY INCENTIVES
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Mar 86 p 13

[Text] Dominican Prime Minister Eugenia Charles today defended President
Reagan's Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI) against criticism that its purported
benefits were not reaching Fastern Caribbean states.

"You don't press a button and expect magic to come out of a tap...The CBI
is not an open sesame to the American market," the Dominican Prime Minister
told a seminar on the 12 year trade and aid programme.

A lead

"The CBL is in fact a lead. If we use it properly...learn what it means,
if we accept the different criteria put down, we can get access to it."

Citing recent proposals by U.S. President Ronald Reagan to facilitate
imports of regional garments, she said caricom governments had not ceased
to ask for changes in the CBI, and urged the private sector to do its share.
The seminar launched an export-marketing project aimed at helping Eastern
Caribbean manufacturers increase exports to the United States in order to
take greater advantage of the CBI.

Charles said that various organisations were being put in place to assist
the private sector, but local manufacturers should not expect the government
to have all the answers.

"People expect to be spoon-fed too much," she said.

Agro-industry emphasis

Charles said her Government was encouraging the establishment of import-
export industries here to combat unemployment which she sees as the most
important duty of her administration.

She said the administration continued to place major emphasis on agro-industry.

"We want to be able to use what we grow and add value to it so that Dominica
benefits and Dominicans benefit," Miss Charles told local manufacturers.
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Unemployment

"But while there is this unemployment we would be foolish not to try to get
industry here which brings in everything and exports everything. We must
make every attempt to get it because we have to get the jobs for our people...
The first problem to be solved is unemployment."

She noted that Dominica suffered from a disadvantage in having a small output
and advised "unless we collaborate and get together, not only in Dominica,
but with all the other islands (in the region), we are never going to have
the quantity to make an impact in the market outside there," She added.

The export-marketing project is handled by the Caribbean Association of
Industry and Commerce (CAIC) and sponsored by the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID).

/12828
CSO: 3298/398
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DOMINICA

PARLIAMENT RESOLVES NOT TO PAY ABSENT MEMBERS

Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 7 Mar 86 p 1
[Text] - i

A resolution not to pay The member for paix" L

salaries to members of the
House who did not attend and !
rticipate in the business of

e House was adopted at the
Dominica House of Assembly .
on Monday.

This resolution came about
because of a government's
decision not to carry live
broadcasts of the proceedings
of the House after the July 1st;
1985 general elections which
returned the Freedom Party to.
office. At that time the Opposi-
tion decided not to farticlpate
in proceeding of the House
until live broadcasts were
resumed. Since then all
sittings of the House prior to .
this latest one which had this ;
resolution not to pay salaries -
to non garticipating members
resulted in protest walkouts by
.the opposition. :

All the 18 members present -
of the Government sidesof the
House gave verbal support to
the resolution. Absent were
Communications and Walks.
Minister Hon. Alleyne Carbon

out of the State and member !
for Grand Fond Hon. Conrad

rus.

But what came out most
forcefully was that the issue of
non-live broadcasts was not -
the issue at all. .

Senator Jenner Armour who
had earlier made some amend- !
ments to the resolution subject
to more amendments b
Prime Minister Eugenia .
Charles in his support said the
leadership of the Labour
Party had moved into the
harids of new leadership
namely the member for Paix
Bouche Hon. Rosie Douglas.

/12828
CSO: 3298/402

. Bouche he said had been
- adviser of Maurice Bishop in

Grenada, even organising
trips to that country.
had abolished opposition, an

parliament was compietely
abolished. There was no live

- broadcasts in  Grenada.”

Added Senator Armour, ‘‘this
man does not believe in parlia-
ment and maybe that is whme
has ordered = his other

members not to attend the
House of Assembly.”

Senator Swanton Carbon’s
contribution which made the
connection between Libya and
the Caribbean startled the
House and from thereon to the
end of the debate ggst before
5.00 p.m. all members of the
government  side  made
reference to the arguments as
made by Senator Armour and

uoted from the booklet by

enator Carbon titled ‘Libyan
Activities in Central America
and the Caribbean’,

During the morning session
between 10.11 and 12.19 p.m.

when Hogn.__ Rosie Douglas
made his first appearance, -

Opposition members Hon.
Pierre Charles and Senator
Yvette Barzey and Irvine
Knight in one grotﬂ) and Hon.
Mike Douglas on. Eden
Durand and Senator Hilary
Frederick in the other group
took turns in staying out at the
House. From 1217 to the
adjournment an hour later, the
entire group remained in the
House.

- The opposition addressed not
ong word to the House through-
out.

None returned to the House
in the afternoon session
between 3.00 pm. and
5.00 p.m.

‘Bishop .
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DOMINICA

LIBYAN 'MEDDLING' DISCUSSED IN PARLIAMENT, PRESS
Senator's Remarks
Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 7 Mar 86 p 5 o

[Report from Parliament by Morris Cyrille: "Libyan Activities Highlighted"]

[Text]

The question of live broad-

cast is not the issue said
Senator Swanston Carbon
during debate on a resolution
not to pay salaries to members
of the House of Assembly who
do not attend and participate
in the business of the House.

“Every time the House
meets there is 'someone of the
Opposition either in Cuba or
Libya.” He singled out the
members for Paix Bouche,
Grand Bay and Portsmouth.
“It leads me to believe that
there are other motives than
live broadcast.”

Members Honourable Pierre
Charles and Senators Yvette

Barzey and Irvine Knight were .

at the time _seg_t_ed .h‘\._.thew

House, }
Flourishing two documents
before the House, Senator
-Carbon with permision from
the Speaker quoted from these
bookf;ets, particularly from the

one entitled ‘Libyan Activities’

in Central America and the
Caribbean’'.

The Libyan document talks
about a CNM - Caribbean
National Movement with

central office in Jamaica and

intentions of a sub-office in -

Barbados or St. Lucia.

Mr. Carbon continued: The
Libyans have selected a three-
man leadership council to run
the CNM. Among them is
Rosie Douglas of the Dominica
Labour Party. )

Libyan priority obljecti_ves
to CNM is the financing and
building the following activi-
ties: demonstrations and
other political activities direct-

.Libya as offerin

ed against the Government of
Dominica - likewise the
Libyans will continue to fund
George Louison of the Maurice
Bishop Patriotic Movement of
Grenada. To fund again those
Caribbean  countries and
dependancies targeted by-
. the best
})otenhgl for violent con-
rontation. .

Another raragra h makes

“mention of 17 Caribbean revo-
lutionaries among whom are
mentioned Rosie Douglas and

Matthew Walters both of the
Dominica Labour Party who
attended a meeting in Libya in
August of 1985 on the uestio?
and Libya on the same topic of

Quoting from the second do-
cument which was not titled,
Senator Swanston Carbon
referred to meetings in Cuba
and Libya on the same topic of
destabilisation.

One meeting which had dele-
g:tes from the Bahamas, Bar-
bados and Antigua was repre-

“sented by Bill Riviere and

Pierre Charles.

It is a pretext their walking
out of the House because of no
live broadcasts, said the
Senator. He lashed out at the
communism implications and
added that the Freedom Party
- (after Easter) would go on the
rampage to put to rest com-
munism once and for all.

Government has the right to
withhold your pay on behalf of '
the employers, the people.

. “Attend and participate, come

or not come, no if you do
not participéte."pay y

30

"~ He "said ‘the members had

earned $72,000.00 for the past

. eight months for doing nothing

C o

else but walking out.

“They owe $72,000.00 for
leaving Dominica and golng ta
attend meetings in Cuba and
Libya .... undergoing training
to undermine the democratic
process of the Caribbean.”

The Senator also asked the

inister of Finance to look into

e finances of the member of

" Paix Bouche who seemed to

live like someone who earns
about $100,000.00 a year, by his.
-ability to buy a transport every

. year, pay to repair the homes

of people, give typewriters'to
others and yet who, at over 40
{:ars of age started paying

xes since he began earning

. the tax-payers money as a

member of the House.
Prime Minister and Minister

“of Finance in winding up

argument on salaries to non
F;rticipatin parliamen-

rians resolution said the act
dealing with live broadcast
was passed by the previous
regime. She said not one full
stop was changed in that act.
“Their reason for not attend-
ing the House is because they
cannot fault the Government
in its running of the country.

With or without opposi();on
this parliament will continue
to do its work, concluded Miss
Charles. .



CHRONICLE Comment
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[Editoriall

The time to treasure peace is when it is
present. That is also the time to guard it
vigilantly. 3 ,

In the midst of a happy anticipation of an

‘industrial revival in Dominica, a new wave of

courage and friendliness, an atmosphere of
stability, a document linking some local politi-
cians to Libyan activities comes to hand.

The document highlights Dominica as an
area targeted for demonstrations with a view
to destabilizing the Charles admin'istr tion.

The document says that “currently, Libya
funnels money through its missions in
Suriname and Panama to various parties and
groups, like the Labour Party in Dominica.
People representing these groups have }ravel—
led to Suriname and Panama to receive in-
structions and payments.”

* According to the document, the leaders of
opposition parties on some of the island
republics in the Caribbean such as Jamaica,

‘Dominica, St. Lucia and Grenada have been

offered thousands of dollars, in return for

opposing the existing democratic institutions in
e region,” = - g SR
Libyan interests in the region, it 'says, are

being advanced through the Jamaica-based
_ Caribbean National Movement (name soon to

be changed) a four year old grouping of leftist
and revolutionary organizations. s
. Rosie Douglas, George Odlum (St. Lucia PLP)
and Herving Chung (Jamaica) were allegedly
council. , o
Odlum and others whose names were linked
with the Libyans have denied the connection.

boldly announced on a political platform in

“|Vieille Case that he was %oing to Libya using
‘words to the effect .... tel ]

- seo0r if she doesn't know where to get money, I’
~know where to getit.... - _

. If people think Douglas was joking all they

Eugenia to stop me

have to do is ask him what was his-ultimate
destination after he stopped off in Curagao last

. week. And ask him what was his mission.

- There’s no need to see all the pieces of the
puzzle fitting together to know what these
power-hungries are cooking up. It must be far
worse than the coup attempts experienced
here. Qaddafi of Tripoli is much more
dangerous than the Ku Klux Klan, evil as they
are. . : -
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selected as the three-man leadership to run the-

Not so with Rosie Douglas. On the contrary, he’
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Libya has made it very clear over and over
again it is not interested in peace. : '
The Libyan leader is angry at the U.S.|
because he sees that leading country as a
principal impediment to his fiendish aims.,
The document notes he would like to be the
recognized leader of the Arab world and he
wants to strike at Israel. .
Ever since the Grenada intervention Colonel
Muammar Qaddafi is angry at little Dominica
whose Prime Minister was instrumental in
preventing communist expansion in the region.
The documents go on to say that Libya has
earned a reputation for ruthlessness and for
exploiting the domestic vulnerabilities of Third
World regimes that will not do his bidding. He
has said that'state bureaucracy stands as a
barrier between revolution and the masses.
Dominica is one of the countries listed as
loffering the *‘best potential for violent confron-
itation.”
" Need we hear more? If Rosie Douglas,
opposition leader brother Michael and their-
blinded followers want to dabble in dangerous
exploits with wicked people who are notorious
for killing innocent women and children in their
bloody raids, let them do it outside of Dominica.
Dominicans must not wait for unscrupulous
arliamentarians to allow the man who has
een called the Devil's Godfather to gain a’
toe-hold in our country. )
..Demand a stop to all dealings with Libya.
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COLUMNIST SEES HYPOCRISY IN MUSTIQUE STAND ON GUYANA

JPRS~LAM~86+039
30 April 1986

Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 21 Mar 86 pp 7, 19

DOMINICA

[Michael E. Charles colun‘in..:,v .""I‘.s’s.u.es‘écrioss' lth‘ev“'86_ bridge": "And the Boat

Rocks" Regional Leaders Whitewash the Absurdities of'"'the Burnham Legacy"]

[Excerpts]

-~

Some weeks ago the leaders
of Barbados, and the O.E.C.S.
with the exception of those
from Antigua and Montserra,t,
eloped with Guyana’s
President Hoyte on the

Grenadine island of Mustique
to talk over their differences.
They left “Mustique lauding
him to the skies as the saintly -
President whose good name
was being abused by a dis--
gruntled opposition and a
regional  media
hungry for spicy issues.
Most of these leaders never
known to be sympathetic to the
brutish behaviour of the

l

network, |

Georgetown regime suddenly .
become. a convert even as the .

civil rights situation in Guyana
worsens. .
Suddenly, they have “had

the contrary now to show that
there was no rigging” in the .
absolutely outrageous poll of

December 9, 1985. Suddenly,
it seems rubbing shoulders
with those who employ-
violence, intimidation and
wholesale fraud to maintain
power is now quite acceptable

to leaders whase international -

popularity and respect sailed
in on a democratic ticket.

h "S:l‘ldd'e‘n_ly |
- Opinions
- Become Fact

. And suddenly a picture:
emerges of the traditional

brutish attacks by the PNC on'

known opposition forces. being

" made glamorous and accept- '

able to a CARICOM leadership

that prides itself on democra-

tic ideals. Suddenly their
opinions become fact and the
concerns of theé opposition
well supported by independen
documentation of downright
fraud in the last decade are
totally discredited. Did any-
body read the Chitness report?
And are the church groups in
Guyana crazy and/or commit-
ted to inventing controversial
issues capable of embarrass-
ing the Government?
e need to examine these
things. . -
‘A poll is conducted in a
CARICOM state under a set of
Fround-rules completely alien
o the normal standards known
and accep(ed in the grouping,
A loud ‘no’ to international
observers and a well establish-
ed bureaucracy that effective-
ly frustrates any decent _

attempt  to have the poli

. audited.

Our leaders are now sayin
that everything was fair an
above board.

But if they have forgotten
the saying *‘Show me your
company and [ will tell you
who you are”.... they might do

~ well 'with a reminder and an

invitation to tell the remainder

33

of Mr. Hoyte's Mustique story
on the strength of which they
were apparently bullied into
falling in line with the lg)er-
suasions of the same PNC
rhetoric that has confused
Guyana. s

i Inspired by vhis'succéss Mr.

loyte is moving quickly to re-

" ‘build a private seclor battered

by the socialist ways of his

-.mentor.- In that confext he is

" saying what his new friends

really’ want to hear in pre-
ference to the un-caribbean
prattling " of the opposition

"2 Peoples Progressive Party

and its Kremlin puppets.
International
Aid Will Flow

. So, thanks in the main to his

captured Caribbean political

support, international aid will
low in for Mr. Hoyte’s
development agenda. '

It is now leff to be seen to
what extent all of this will
translate - into  substantial
CARICOM benefit which is
what Mr. Hoyte’s converts are .
fervently praying for. They
must however remember that
for all its talk about commit-
ment to CARICOM, Guyana
destroyed the CARICOM
Multi-lateral clearing facility
at a time when the volume
was way up on its dedication to
regional unity and economic
development. .
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But the reverie will end’
sooner or later and these West,
Indian politicians will wake up
‘‘one early Friday morning” to
the reality that they have been
beguiled once again by the
dynamics of fascist trickery.

ey will realize sooner or
later that regardless of the will
of the people, the PNC Govern-
ment reafly has no intention of
moving out of office come hell
or high water and will there-
fore continue to deny the
onosition access to the means
ol gaining power by a package
of fraudulent measures.

But that’s lpleasing in the
eyes of a CARICOM leadership
daring enough to suggest that
stage-managed elections

+
1

3298/402

" represent an effective defense

against the communist threat.

In time though, the in-
surmountable desire of a
people to be free will triumph
regardless of the length o
their period of oppression ...
And ‘some boss of the

ramount PNC will leaveona

S. Airforce Jet for exile
(hopefully not in Dominica) to

- enjoy the millions he or she

stacked away in foreign banks
while Guyanese lined up for
gas and toilet paper.

But then, the consciences of
those CARICOM  leaders

- currently helping to usher in

that era may not even be

-~ around to feel remorse.

So the hypocrisy continues ...

il
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ECUADOR

GUARANTEES TRIBUNAL CONCERNED OVER CANDIDATES' ARREST
PA101551 Quito Radio Quito in Spanish 2300 GMT 9 Apr 86

[Text] Dr Rene de la Torre and Dr Efren Cocios, a member and the president of
the Tribunal of Constitutional Guarantees, respectively, have expressed their
deep concern that the upcoming electoral process might be affected by the
actions that the government is taking against some candidates for deputies

of the Popular Democracy Party who were arrested in the past few hours by
national policemen.

Dr de la Torre said that on behalf of the constitutional tribunal and in his
own name, he requests that government minister Robles explain to the country
the reasons why the executive branch ordered the arrest of Dr Yamil Mahuad,
attorney Andres Crespo, and retired General Rene Vargas Pazzos. For his part,
the president of the Tribunal of Constitutional Guarantees summoned government
minister Robles to appear before the tribunal to explain these arrests.

[Begin de la Torre recording] Mr President, [words indistinct] Manabi
newspaper which says that civilians [words indistinct]. I spoke today with
General Vargas Pazzos and he told me that he was beaten at the time of his
arrest. Mr President, I would like you to ask the government minister to
inform us of the reasons why Gen Rene Vargas Pazzos, Yamil Mahuad, and Andres
Crespo have been arrested. At the time of their arrest, their human rights
were not respected. I am worried that in view of these events, the electoral
process might be interrupted due to this provocation. Only because of the
tranquility and calmness maintained by Gen Rene Vargas Pazzos in Portoviego
yesterday, was there no bloodshed and loss of human life. [Words indistinct]
without respecting the dignity of all Ecuadoreans. I have been informed

—-I was not present at the events——that (?two) persons dressed in civilian
clothes who arrested Gen Rene Vargas were drunk. Hear me well. They were
drunk and Gen Rene Vargas [words indistinct] and beaten [words indistinct].

I ask the president and members of this tribunal about the circumstances,
motives, and reasons why the three citizens were arrested and whether their
human rights were respected at the time of their arrest. With the reply of
the minister, which I hope will be issued as soon as possible, I will ask the
tribunal to issue an opinion on these events. That is all I wanted to state
and I apologize for [words indistinct]. [end recording]

/9871 .
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‘GUYANA

U.S. HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT LINKED TO MUSTIQUE MEETING
Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 2 Mar 86 pp 1, 4

[Text] - Do

I"l *

IN A REMARKABLZ turn-about from
previous years, the US Staté De-
partment Report on Human Rights in

Guyana contains far fewer direct
criticisms.of human rights viola- -
tions ‘in this country than it

did in recent years,

" Coming on the heels of the Mus-
tique somersaults by Caribbean lea-

. ders, -these diplomatic acrobatics
séem to be linked.

The contrast between this year's
report and those of the recent past
are so different that they could
be describing different countries.

In 1985 "president Forbes' Burn-
ham and a small group of senior of-
ficials rule Guyana", while in 1986
"the PNC won 78.5% of the votes"
in the December elections, which

. were marred by allegations of
£fraud”, not by fraud itself.

' Again, in 1986 "tle independence
of the judiciary and the integrity
of the judicial process have been
respected", while a year ago "the
government through political pat-
ronage has ... appointed as judges
mainly its Afro-Guyanese supporters"

Libel suits were "instruments of
repression" last year, but the
State Dept. had second thoughts,

.since in 1986 "there may have been
some instances when careless in-:

. vestigation and exaggerated rhet-
oric legitimately invited libel
suits".

The attacks on the churches after
the elections, which so ocutraged
the Caribbean, merited the follow- =
ing sleight-of-hand: "By year's end
calm prevailed, despite continued
allegations by eritics"of the PNC
that they were being harassed by
the government in retaliation for
condemning the elections as fraud-
ulent", - : S

No other reference to these out-
rages is contained in the’ Report.

in what appears as haste to curry
favour with President Hoyte, or
care not to be accused of "inter-
fering in Guyanese affairs", the
Report goes to absurd lengths on
the question of religious affilia~-
tion, paralleling the government's
attacks on the Christiar churches.

The 1985 Report had Guyanese di-
vided into 57% Christians, 33% -
Hindus and 9% Muslims.

- Twelve months later we find
Christians down 13% to 44%, Hindus
up 9% to 42% and Muslims up to 12%,
and out-of-the-blue the Baha®is are
allocated 2%, )

Since the Report claims the pop-
ulation to be "about 800,000" these
figurés mean that Christian church-
es have lost 94,000 adherents, the
Hindus have gone up by 75,000 and
the Muslims by 24,000,

The Baha'is from being unrecordec
in Guyanese census figures are now

16,000.

The peycéntages add up to 100, °
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léaving no room for the 12% or more
traditionally recorded as “other"
or "no religion" - not even appar—
iently for the “"atheigts" President
Hoyte has identified among us.

- One can.only wonder whether
pledging loyalty to. the ruling par-
‘ty has procreational side-effects,
or whether the flgures were pro-
duced by the same techniques used
to count votes last December.

.. The introduction to this patch~
work of evasion and innuendo states
that "the. reports unashamedly re- .
flect the American view that the
right to self-government is the -
basic political right, that is leg-
itimate only when grodnded'on the
consent of the governed.™

"The American people," who we are

told,"want théir governhent to
. identify with decency, fairness and
. justice" cannot be. very happy to
find yet another example of mis-
placed support, coming so6 soon af-
ter the pPhilippines and Haiti.

3298/403

" In another insidious reversal of

position to get .in line ‘with bur

new government's opinions,: the re-, .

port goes out of its way to smear

‘the Guyana Human Rights Association.
It states that "its executive '

~ committee is dominated by leading

cr:ticq, if not opponents, of the
government" .,

Whereas previously the GHRA was
"quite effective in drawing inter- °
national attention", it now only -

" -attempts'this and is “hampered in
. its campaign by insufficient doc-:

umentation of the’ alleged human
rights abuses".

Politicdl Freedom it Guyana, ‘the.
Report of the Chitnis and Americas

.Watch. mission, is largely ignored

and the mission treated somewhat
sarcastically.

Election coverage is so biased
‘as to contain the following state--
ment: “"despite efforts by the Marx-

. ist~Leninist PPP to get PNC agree-

ment to postpone elections indef-

‘initely, constitutionally mandated
;e]ections were held". N

-
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GUYANA

HOYTE DELIVERS REPUBLIC DAY ADDRESS TO THE NATION
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 23 Feb 86 pp 10, 13

[Téxt]

, il

i over the years to promote coflective and ' piiblic '

cacoomnggsw cmn\ll'lr:\'ﬂ?e’:'” among the peoples of the At thi;w time, wep‘;re ”m
Comrade Chancelior, Cde." world a full appreciation of,, to ourselves and to the
Speaker, Cde. Vice and respect for, the dignity, . world that we are proud of .

Presidents and othes
colleague Ministers, Your

Excellency, .Mr. Amedou-'
Mahtar  M'Bow, Director-
General of UNESCO.
Your Excellencies of the
Diplomatic Corps, .
Distinguished Guests, 3
My dear Comrades and ;
Fellow Guyaness, i
WE are privileged and |
honoured to have with us '
this evening a great son of '
Africa, a dedicated In-
ternational civil servant, an
outstanding citizen of the. !
world, whose presence
among us as we ocbserve the
sixtoenth an of the
iounding of the -
fends added lustre and:

joyousness to . our
eJcbmlgm. I ;
1 vefer to His Excellency
Mr. Amadou-Mahtar:
Bow, Director-General

the Government;:
and people of Guysns, to:
extond to you and yourl
delegation a warm and
:\I'm:‘ou weicome and to
you a heppy, rewar-|

ding and memorable sojourn
Inomcoum%. !
We in ulana have
followed with admiration the!
courage and tenacity with
which you have {aboured

achievements and culturall
values of their fellow-men as:

8 necessary condition. for

sustaining a humane and
civilised world order in:

which all nations can enjoy

équitable conditions for
material and  spirjtual
progress and all peoples can
have ample opportunity to
develop their full human

- potential.

We have always held you'
in high esteem and havel
greatly appreciated the
noble work you have. been

doing. We take this op-

portunity to let you know
that our confidence in you:
remains unimpaired, oug
support for you un-

diminished. We are proud to .

be numbered among your
friends and the friends of
UNESCO.

Comrades, as wo
assemble here this ovening'
in our capital city in our tens|
of thousands, so are
gathered, too, in every
tegion of our country,

" thousands of our fellow-

citizens to mark the an-
niversary of our Republic
with manifestations of
national solidarity. By these
.several commemorative

——

acts, we as a people are -

demonstrating our loyalty to

our countrr, reaffirming our '
ts

faith in

service in & solemn,

38

future, and’
rededicating oursslves to its,

this great and wonderful
patrimony that Is ours; '
that we will foraver honour,
cherish, . defend, and
preserve fit.

Sixteen years ago we
discarded the old monar-’
chical connection, and
adopted a republican system
of government. When we
did that, we were not in-
dulging in a ritual or
symbolic act. On the

contrary, we were making
an irreversible declaratior

independence; for we

severed, once and for all,
the ties which had bound us

“legaly ' and psychologically|

to an external hon-Guyanese
institution. We interpreted
our independence to mean
that we were masters in our'
own houss, accepting as
ours alone and nogody
else’s the task of managing
our . affairs  and de-
veloping our country. We

fully understood that In-

dependence was In-

. consistent with a shiftless!

reflance on others; and we
acknowledged the fact that
we had to shoulder our own
burdens.

.For us, thersfore, as s
matter of logic and com-
monsense, there was only’

- one principle of soverel
T mclpse ey

we could ever accept,
and that was, that
sovereignty inhered in us, .




" suscepti

"~ republican status.

the Guyanése people slone:!
it was therefora not
' ble of impairment,.
inquisition or review by’
aliens or other 'non-
Guyanese. Over the years,|
~our concept of In-
e and sovereignty
has remsined unaltered; andy|
it is a&g always wlll'be':
inalterable. .
CREATIVITY
.- As we set out to build this |
" country of ours, we did not |
underestimate ~  the |
magnitude or complexity of -
- our task, But we were never
* in doubt that we wanted to
build for  ourselves a!
humane, productive,
democratic and cohesive;

*“gocliety, established ~firmly -

“on 'foundations of , soclal’
justice. To gchieve such a*
society, we realised that we
had to become a people
who understood the value,
importance and necessity of
work, who took pride in our
dchievements and our
culture, who - respected'
ourselves and our fellow

_ human-beings and who had

the capacity and the will to

" "think for ourselves and to .

do things for ourselves. We
knew, therefore that we had
much ‘work to do to
organise " and develop our
:country : — and that that
work was going to be not -
only difficult and tedious, .
but an ‘enterprise of many

' ' generations. . -

.. - Cdes, ; wé _have now !
~enjoyed . sixteen years of

Later
-this = year, - on  26th
May, -we.. will  have

achieved twenty years ot -

- .political independence. Brief

- :»-though these periods of
: time - are  in fact, ‘our
achievements - have
nevertheless “been
monumental. We have built . .
much of the physical in- :
frastmulture that s a

.- necessary :precondition for

: - creating --a - viable, ‘modern
state; and we - have
developed - @ ‘sense of
confidence, defined our
objectives, ovrdered ' our

. preciation of our
genius, and instilled in us an

strengthen the quality of our’
national life and quicken the
pace of our development.

As part of this process, we

abolished discrimination in
all its ugly forms and
manifestations, wherever we
have found it in our society:
And we introduced fren
education from nursery to
Woiversiey as the cor-

mestoreeis il e fismt S
[werds 4‘759!*7?/ e Jus o

we are working so ‘earnestly

to construct.
lndeed, not the least of
our achievements has been
. the consolidation' of a
stable political order that
‘has promoted a climate of
peace, enhanced the dignity
of our citizens, facilitated
them in the exercise of. their
fundamental rights and
' freedoms and. established
conditions in which our
national culture can flourish
in all its richness and

" diversity, and in which all of

.our people—all of them can
have smple scope for the
expression of their creativity
and for the development in
all their fullness of their
talents and abilities. ...
We can rightly say today
+that we have  welded
ourselves into a nation of
confident people. . .
Comrades, at this stage ot
our history and develop-
. ment, . we have much for
which to be thankful, much
of which to be proud. ‘
. And surely, we are thank-
ful for the life and work and
our Founder-Leader, Cde.

" Linden Forbes Sampson
: Burnham, who was the vital

--force in our development as
a nation; who led us out of
colonialism, . . . politically
and psychologically; who
fired us with a vision of 2

. -disciplined, self-reliant and’

. prosperous soclety; who
rallied and uplifted us when

_we became tired, faint-_

" hearted and dispirited; ‘who
imbued .us with an. ap-
own

uncompromising -com-

mitment to the causé of -

- people of exceptional ability,

with a capacity for great-
ness. .

And surely too, we
are proud of the fact,
too, that we shared
with him the "wonderful
experience and the exciting
challenges of moulding our

: nation in its seminal years.
: How often did he not, from-

. coincidence

this very_rostrum, teach,
encourage and inspire us?
And how often did we not,
as a people, respond to his
reasoned eloquence and go

| forthh with enthusiasm to

confront. some new

; challenge or overleap some

hitherto® insurmountable
obstacle in the process of
building Guyana?

.-During his life-time we
were  accustomed - to
honouring  him -with a
cultural presentation on his
birthday which, by a happy
and " cir-
cumstance, fell within the
period. of our ‘annual
Republic celebrations. - But
now that he is no longer
with us, we believe that it ig
right and proper ‘that we
should perpetuate  his"
memory and continue to.,
honour him in the traditional
way. © . s
-But, because this is the
first year since the founding
of the Republic that he is
not _here with us, we have

| resolved, at a Party and.

Government Ilc'vel, that
rathor “than focus upon a

gingle event this year to

honour him, we should

*ogxd the entire Republic _

™ celebrations as one glorious
" tribute to him and to his

memory. - - -
‘May _his teachings con-
tinue ‘to guide ‘us, his for-

. titude to sustain us, .his -

b

. he worked

courage to inspire us, as we

" continue oug onward march

towards the bright, spacious
and prosperous future which
. 80 single-

. mindedly to win for us and

which we are confident we
can ‘achieve by continuing
-hiswork. .. .. .. e

‘priorities -and begun the - .Guyana. The whole purpose . GREAT TASK - <"

- process of putting in place
: appropriate institutions to

of his life's work: was to,.
exemplify -to us* ‘and to .

corivince us that we were'a
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_Corrades, It is undeniable
that, as a nation, we have
made great progress - and




won for ourseives sub-

stantial gains. But we
cannot afford to psuse or to
rest from our | rs. Our

great task now must be to
consolidate and expand our
gains and Imonslf‘ our
offorts to create be
conditions for ourselves and
our children.

As we enter this new
phase of our development, {
wish to repeat ,
sald before on another
occasion

-Idomk;ni must’

nt; indeed, must be
our oonstant preoccupation.
But as we proceed, we must

tter .

what | have’

con- |
be

avoid the denger of nalve -

thinking. Let us not belleve
for one moment that we can
borrow pecple’s institutions
and experiences and
transplant them in our

country. To attem
that would not only be the
mark of intellectual Iaziness,

. It would aiso be stultifying

Lin the

and self-defeating. We have
overcome many an obstacle
past and survived

.difficult clircumstances

because we- have had the
courage to think for our-
selves, the will to work and
the Inteliigence to be flexible
and ‘responsive to the
Imperatives of changed snd
changing conditions. We
have to continue to think
through our problems, make
our. own decisions and learn
from our own mistakes. The
institutions we build and the

- conventions we establish

. particularly

must emerge from our

historical and cultural ex-
periences, must accord with
our objective realities and
must be consistent: with the
needs and aspirations of the

Guyanese people . Other- .

wise, they would be ussless
and even dangerous.

!

to c!o.l

| am -stressing this point

Cdes. because there is
always a great temptation,
in times of

. difficulty, for some persons

to abandon commonsense
and relapse into the
superstitious belief that
there is a royal road to
development; that, only if

we would copy this or that -

- NeCessary to
- development. Unless our-

foreign model or adopt this -

or that approach from some
other country, all will be
well. And there are always

thinking (or lack of thinking)
and to assure us that there
is indeed a royal road to
development. Comrades, let
us not endanger our future
by putting our trust in luck,
idle expectations or old

wives’ tales. Let us assume

our responsibifities, do our
own thinking, make our own
decisions, "and settle down

' to the strenuous work we all
. have to do to move our
- country forward.

In this. endeavour, we wili

" have to impose on our-

. other people eager and
., . anxious to encourage such

“selves, and enforce, a strict -

code of national discipline.

. Unless we are prepared to
* do that, all our efforts will
- come to naught. We will

have to insist

on an

unqualified adherence to :

. what | usually call the

routine viitues — regular
attendance at .work, punc-
tuality, courtesy, personal
tidiness, prompt and
methodical approach to
assignments and things like
that.

Moreover, we will have to
demand of ourselves and
our co-workerg careful and
meticulous  work: - shoddy,
careless substandard work
must not be acceptable.

. .We must insist on proper
.systems for

managing,
maintaining and protecting
our machinery, ~- plant,
equipment, vehicles and

assets. We cannot

i afford the Indiscipline that
! leoads to
" uitimate destruction of these

the misuse_ and

expensive ' assets 30 vitally
our

s, management end
non-management alike,

discharge falthtully thelr
duty to )ct our national
assets, hope that we ell

share of @ . better life and,

" steadily Improving con-
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* employees and

-

- to  demonstrate

ditions will be a vain and
idie one. The public sector
cennot afford to asc-
commodate Indisciplined
| am :sure
that private employers, aiso,

. will have no place for them.

We sre a serious peopls .
with important national
gosls to achleve. We have
our
seriousness at all times and
perticulady in our approach

_ to our work

I wish, at this point, to
touch upon a matter of
urgent national importance;
that Is, the utilisation of
imported fuel. We all know
that, we depend completely
on external sources for our
petroleum products. The
single most important factor
that has adversely affected
our development and im-
peded the growth of our
economy has been the cost
of Iimported fuel. For
example in 1970, we ex-
pended a mere 9 per cent of
our total foreign: exchange
earnings on the purchase of
fuel: in 1985 last year, our
fus! imports absorbed some
50 per ‘cent of those ear-
nings. It almost appears as If
we are working and
producing in this country
merely to buy fuel.

In current clrcumstances,
we have to do something
about this problem.

ORDER
Obviously, we need fuel
for transport, manufacturing
and other economic ac-
tivities. It is  vitally
necessary, it is an important
input. But we s8lso need

" foreign exchange to pay for

imports that are critical to
our efforts to maintain
public morale and rein-
vigorate our economy,-im-

- ports other than fuel. We.

have no choice, at this time,

. but to manage the utilisation

of thix high-cost import with



the ' greatest . possible ef-
ficiency. We will have 0
exercise the most rigorous
discipline at Individual,
enterprise - and national
level.. . :
Among the - measures .
. indicated must be a strict, .
but rational, pcolicy of
conservation. Manufac-
turers, motorists,
householders and all other
users of petroleum products
~ will have to impose on
themselves a - severe
testraint, avoid unnecessary
use of energy, and become
more efficiency conscious; .
and the nation as a whole .
will have to adjust to a
lower overall consumption
of imported fuel. o
Comrades, | have been
saying repeatedly in re-,
cent times that we have’
to move this nation forward. .
We can only do so if we are '
prepared to be sensible and
disciplined. The reduction of .
_our_oil sbill. in_an absolute,
“and “relative Sende:is an”
essential “step in securing
this objective. o,
| ‘have been particularly -
concerned about indiscipline
in the use of our streets by
vehicle drivers - and

. pedestrians. The incidence -
~ of road accldents, injury to . -

persons and loss of life is
unacceptably high. Many of
the casualties are .young
people in whom we have

invested large sums of .
money for. their education -
and training. Our young .

people = are’ our most
valuable assets: we can ill
afford to lose them. | have
therefore instructed the
Commissioner of Police to
take the most vigorous
enforcement and public
education measures to
restore order in the use of
our streets. in the mean-
time, the excellent work
- which the Police Force has
been doing, in co-operation
with community policing
groups, in containing crime
and bringing criminals to
* justice will continue without.
any slackening of pace.
Comrades, discipline

embraces, too, the careful :

and businessiike
. management of .
" Ministries, corporations and

our .

" agencies.

- other

Within recent times, there
have been far too many
cases of fraud and other
financial irregularities within |
Government Ministries and
other public sector agencies.
We have to halt this - in-:
sidious development..
Permanent Secretaries,
accounting officers,
finance controllers and
managers must tighten their
financial procedures and
exercise ‘greater control over
their agencies. If they
cannot or will not do that,
they are of no use to the
system. Indeed, the process
of retiring or otherwise
sending off persons  who,
have demonstrated
marked inability to discharge
their responsibility for the
efficient management of the
finances under their control-
has already begun. Public
sector employees are
assured of tenure in their.
posts, but only if they
perform their duties honestly
and efficiently. . o
The proper management
of our finances, at the
national and enterprise level,
is a basi¢c requirement for
the success of the wider.

" objectives of stimulating

business - activity and

- generating growth in our

gconomy.

{ am very serious about
reducing to manageable
proportions, and eventually
eliminating, the Central
Government and public
-sector deficits. This ob-

jective having been set, the

"~ Government cannot accept

“their

and will :not accept from':
public  ¢orporations’
levels of financial and other:

-business- performance that
are, in all the.circumstances, |
_ cén N
Government, without special
.reasons, ' sccept persistent -

inadequate. . Nor

deficits from them, unless:
managers  can
demonstrate  satisfactorily

that their performance will

improve withir: :: reasonable
time. Indeed, at least one.

. such corporation has slready
, been given a deadline of
-June 30 to satisfy the
:Governmént that it can
- achieve viability. M it cannot:
[}

41

- do that, ‘it will go to the

~wall. The first shot has been

fired. A process has begun. '
Comrades, we have to set

-our face sternly against
. waste,

carelessness,

" irregularities,. low standards,

vandalism and all other’
ranifestations of indiscipline

-in our society. We must:

deter the  indisciplined’ by:
swift dnd. appropriate’
sanctions: but that is hot

‘enough: We, have to in-:

stitute programmes for
systematic - training and '
education to inculcate the '
habit “of discipline in our)

society until it becomes part

- of our culture. -

" We
| paying careful attention to

' children.

PRIORITY =
will therefore be .

our schools and our young .
n. The Ministry- of.
Education for example, has

: mounted a, comprehénsive

programmie to improve the
quality of behaviour, at-
titudes .and performance in -

"our schools. Among other
things, :

the school in- -

| spectorate, which had been
rallowed to fall
| desuetude, will be re-
| established; and the system

of supervision. will be

| strengthened. = . - .

- The -improvement of our
,e_ducational system con- -
-tinues to be a matter on
which the Government
places ~'a high priority.
. Development * will not take
" place or be sustained. unless
we produce well-educated
young people with the skills
and mctivation’ necessary
for the task. Thus, in the.
course of this year, we will
be launching the Global
: Manpower = Project in
collaboration with the Inter-
American Déevelopment

into -

. Bank, under which we will
:bg_spending some $17
"million to upgrade the’ staff
. 91‘ our University, technical -
institutes. and  other
educational institutions and
i provide equipment and
| other facilities that are

necessary to enable them to
.provide a wider range and

* higher quality of training for .
our young people. '




In Novemberlast year, we
established 8 Medical
School st Turkeyen and
began to train our own |
doctors right here in:
Guyana. This year, our
training programme’ for
medical personnel will be
intensified. and expanded. In
collaboration - with the

*University of Havana, we

‘ ‘_?h' the

will be providing here in.
Guyana- & graduate
programme in internal
medicine, surgoty, obstetrics
and gynaecology, and
paediatrics. 'A. special .
training programme for '
community health workers
for coastal . will bé
organised and the
programme of ° preventive
dental care will aiso be .
improved with the in-!
troduction of sealants and

for oursgildvmhntl';ml
g 03 o T

wilt be la sn am-
bitious prograinme to ensurs
-that alf of owr children in
Primary and Secondary
Schools are immunised. And-
too, we will. begin the

i construction of the Referral
- ‘Hospital In Georgetown,

- manu

Comrades, | have men-

tioned these matters for a
~ - particular reason. | want to '
emphasise and fllustrate the

point that while we will be
paylng' special attention to

" activities and questions of

.-
7]
i

!
4

economic growth, this does
not in any way imply that
,the - Government will be !
reducing its commitment to
imptoving the quality of life |
of our people, or relegating !

- toa_ positionof secondary

. development

r
s

1.

importance improvemeénts in:
the social sector. We adhere:
to the conviction that our’
must be
balanced and. ' that in-
vestment in the social sector
'is as -essential to
development as outleys in
directly productive activitiés.

... For the - Government the

¢

v

quality of life of the:
Guyanese people is a matter
of great importaiice; for Tt

acturing and industrial |

" implementing

“has Tar-reaching implications 1

: for their .morale, well-being !

and productivity, "and im-
pacts heavily _ upon"
eéconomic development. The
Government will therefore
,be paying keen attention to

. this question in the course

of this year and will be
rogrammes
that have a bearing on it.

For example, the Ministry
of Housing wjll be em-
barking upon & number of
housing construction’ and
land- development schemes.
It will be offering for sale to
the ‘tenants at; nominal
prices some 2 000 rental

" apartments and will be

issuing individual transports
to the owners of_houses in
schemes such as those at
Melanie Damishana and’

" Vryheid's Lust.

The Sewerage and Water
Commissioners will be
drilling, rehabilitating or
otherwise upgrading five

wells in Georgetown,
thereby boosting the water
supply by - - five milliori

! galions per day and will be

completing repairs to the
Treatment Plant, thus
ensuring ‘that the water
supply is of an acceptable

quality. .

©  The Guyana Electricity

Corporation will begin a
programme, co-financed by
the Inter-American’
Development .Bank, for *
complete rehabilitation of

. the Kingston, Garden of .

Eden,  Onverwagt and
Canefeild power stations"

-and the New Amsterdam.

- network glso..

Government will. also be

ﬁn'proving the system of

public transportation by the

. acquisition of a fieet of new

buses and by expanding .

‘existing - armdéngements for -

private persons to become

- more fully involved in -

providing public tran-

: sportation services.

These projects that | have
mentioned are . just
llustrations . of the Govemn-
‘ment’s determination to
remove irritants in our
society and improve the
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[

supply and reliability of
basic services as part of its
continuing programme . to

- ensure a better quality of
life. . '

i
t

| should ssy something’
about our foreign .policy.

is not in pur interest to
attempt to isolate or insulete
ourselves from the rest

]

:
3%35553
?:giigga

"continue to pursue an active -

foreign poficy. i ‘
t would fike to take this

opportunity to pay a special

tribute to ‘that small,

' dedicated band of Guyanese

. Ways,

men and women who serve
in our Missions -overseas.
The work that they do, in
such quiet but effective
is crucial to the
successful management of
our foreign . policy, and

" ultimately to the protection

- of our vital interests. Our
. Ambassadors ~and ' High

Commissioners and their

" staff. work under very dif-

- ficuilt

_conditions.  But
notwithstanding this fact,

" they have continued to

serve the peéople of Guyana
with cheerfulness, en-
thusiasm, efficiency and
loysity. | salute them this
evehing, commend them for-

< thelr invaluable work, and

———n

" many

. overseas-based

~extend- to them on my own
iand on the nation’s behatf
appreciation of, _and.
profound gratitudé for, their
-splendid efforts. o
Meay [ .sayaiso : how
grateful | am to those
Guyanese
private citizens who, in so
tangible - ways,.

‘ demonstrete their continued .

v

loyalty and commitment to
this tand of their birth and
who are siways _ - actlve in
promoting its cause. | have
been particularly heartened:

- by thé abundant evidence



and exampjes of their
gonuine support for Guyana.
- We are grateful to them for
' their faithfulness. We must .
maintain and strengthen our
. links with them, for these
' are extremely walusble. On
* the nation’s behalf, | send to '
ofl of our pverseas-Guyanese
' ‘citizens our 3roet_ings.',
‘ felicitations and sincere :
thanks for the service they :
have  been undoring-i‘
Guyana. . , !
Comrades, our foreign_!
“policy remains firmly based |
_ on . the principles of non--;
alignment, non-interference :
t in the domestic affairs -of
- aothers and a continuing
- desire for friendly refations :
with our neighbours, with
countries in the wider.
" hemisphere and, indeed, in ;
the. world. We continue !, .
however, to- abhor  the
abominable ideology and
. . practice - of apartheid. in
. Southérn Africa '— a system .
. that condemns millions of
human beings to a status of
* permanent inferfority and -
misery on the basis of the
- colour of their skin. We can-
therefore, in the cir-
| cumstances, have ' no !
. refations with the Govern- !
“ment of South Africa. ,
' Our membership’ of.
. Caricom and our relation, !

. with our sister Caricom '

" | states are important facets
| of our foreign policy. We i
! contiriue to be strong in our
{ commitment to the in-

"~ tegration movement' and in
' our desire to play our part

. fully. As an eamest of our |

seriousness,  we. recantly
sent a Trade Mission to
1 sevéral Caricom eountries to '
explote the possibilities of .
. expanding  trade’
deepening -economic  co-.
operation. | am happy to be .
able to report that the
resuits of these visits have -

Some years ago, we had
withdrawn from membership
of the Caribbean News
Agency. I wish to announce

~ that the Government will be

rejoining the Agency with
effect from 15th March,
1986.

I do believe Comrades

that, notwithstanding the
serious problems facing all

Caricom states, there'is still
B great deal that we can do
.among ourselves, and
together, to expand in-
\. traregional trade, strengthen
- economic co-operation, and. (!
promote the objectives of
Caricom. ~ | reiterate.
* Guyana's pledge to . work
faithfully towards this end.
Comrades, one of the
goals =.. we have set
‘ourselves and towards
which we have worked over
the years with great energy
and enthusiasm; is the goal
of food self-sufficiency.There
can be no doubt about the
correctness of this goal or
about the national .im-
portance of striving to.
- achieve ' it. It is hardly
" necessary these days to-
argue the case for food .
~ security, and we ' can.
congratulate ourselves on.
‘the marked successes we
have had in popularising
local foods, in" promoting 8
greater awareness of their
nutritional- value, and in
stimul~ting extraordinary
. creativity, indeed lingenuity
in the utilisation  of local
foods. . :
All these things are
significant gains which we
must jealously preserve. One
of the most striking results -
of our policy of promoting '
the 'use of indigenous foods
has ' been theé massive in-
creast in the production of
ground -provisions, plantains,
green vegetables and other
agricultural produce. . As ‘a
result, farm incomes have -
been greatly enhanced and
our ‘farmers have -assumed
their - rightful place’ in the
society as persons of -im-

" portance and social worth. -
" This is a good thing and
. desiraile. S
{, However, for a. number of
reasons which need not
detain us at this moment ,’
- agriculturat prodiice reaches
. the consumer at inordinately
+high prices. And most
distressing ' is  the
phenomenon which is
witnessed daily sround our.
markets  of * vendors
preferring - ' to  destroy
agricultural produce rathes
than reduce prices.
"+ Our economists and other
technicians who ' have
'studied this matter have
advised that the artificially
high prices for agricultural .
produce are- not un-
‘connected with . the
availability in the system of
substantial -quantities of’
smuggled wheaten flour. On
the basis of reports from at
quarters, - ‘there -is un--
doubtedly a strong demand
for. this commodity. The.
contrgbandists are therefore
able to exact extremely high
prices for it — and citizens
are wifling to pay and have
been paying those . high
Jprices. In the circumstances,
middlemen who control
* agricultural produce quickly

recognised and seized the
opportunity’ to manipulate.
" prices. - . e .

 However, | do ‘not bef
: that the housewife is fin-

b_y_oun

What concerns her is the
fact that the  price of
i plantains, ° cassava,’ yams,
i eddoes and. other produce is
; extraordinarily high. X

¢ " It is undenisble, too, that’




The argument has been advanced that in a relatively sophisticated society
like ours, flour - and not "wheaten flour, but flour - becomes a staple
and its unavailability results not merely in severe in convenience, but in
damage and loss to the economy.

In our quest for food self-sufficiency, we have been producing rice flour

as a replacement for the imported staple; but it must be admitted that,

for one reason or another, this production is very small in relation to
traditional demand for flour. Indigenous flour is therefore not readily
available on the shelves of our shops. And it will not be possible, on the
basis of the advice available to me, for the volume of this production to be
expanded sufficiently rapidly to satisfy even a reasonable proportion of
traditional demand within the very near future.

In the circumstances, therefore, accepting that in our society flour has
become a staple ]in the sense of being a convenient form of food in great
demand], I have agreed in principle to a proposal put to the Government by the
owners of the National Milling Company to restart the production of wheaten
flour in Guyana on the basis of their representation that a source of wheat
could possibly become available without the Government being required to

make any significant outlay of foreign exchange. The Government has

therefore joined the mill owners in taking an initiative to try to obtain

the wheat.

In announcing this decision Comrades, I wish to make two points clear:

first, the Government itself has no foreign exchange with which to buy wheat:
the reactivation of the flour mill, therefore, will depend upon the wheat
becoming available from the source indicated by the owners; and, secondly,
even if the wheat becomes available, the production of flour will not start
tomorrow: it will take some time for the various arrangements to be put in
place.

The Government's agreement in principle for the flour mill to be reactivated
in no way implies a reversal of its settled policy on the development of
indigenous flour or the use of indigenous foods. Indeed, that commitment
remains as strong as ever and the work to develop our indigenous foods will
be intensified. In the circumstances, therefore, the Institute of Applied
Science and Technology has been directed to begin immediately the setting

up of a research and development department to work full-time on designing
the necessary techniques and programmes to enable us, in as short a time as
practicable, to produce flour, of suitable quality and in adequate quantities
from local crops to satisfy our national needs. Government will be providing
in the 1986 Budget an allocation of one million dollars to fund the work of
this department.

In addition, the Government will use the instrument of the price mechanism

to ensure that farm incomes are not affected. It will also provide generous
incentives to persons who are prepared to use indigenous flour and indegenous
agricultural produce for the manufacture of food products; and special
arrangements will be made to encourage, assist and protect those entre-
preneurs who have been using indigenous flour in their manufacturing activities.
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It is expected that once the'flour mill begins to operate again, the contraband
trade in wheaten flour will come to an end and the prices of agrlcultural
produce will fall to reasonable levels without depress1ng farm’ 1ncomes.

I will at a 1ater stage speak to the nation more fully on this issue of flour.

‘Comrades, we have completed sixteen years of sustained and her01c endeavours,
under the Republic, to develop our country and maintain its integrity in
conditions that were for the most part d1ff1cu1t and at times, even hostile.
We must now move forward

I do not promise you that the road ahead will be smooth and easy.  Indeed, I
am sure that we will as in the past have to encounter many problems and
confront many obstacles. But we have progressed to this stage of development .
because of the tough moral fibre and the fighting spirit which are the
essential attributes of the Guyanese character. And I am certain that these
same qualities will continue to serve us well and see us safety ‘through in

the years ahead.

We are not without good reason to be optimistic. Many major oil corporations
have only a few days ago shown great interest in our hydro-carbon potential.
The large gold companies doing exploration work in our country have been
reporting positive andencouraging indications. Several Caricom entrepreneqrs
have been holding discussions with us within recent weeks about investing

in our country; and our own businessmen have been very act1ve in seeklng to
expand the1r operatlons. These are s1gns of v1ta11ty

Yet, we have to bear in mind always that the'prlme movers in our development
process must still be, the Guyanese people themselves. And, in recognizing
this fact, our Constitution has imposed upon all of us an individual and
collective duty of "sustained and disciplined endeavours" as the only means
by which we can develop our country and create the prosperous society which
we have set as our goal. Everything we do, in the- months and years ‘ahead,
must be d1rected forwards the achievement of that goal

And so Comrades, on this great national occasion, it is right on the past
years and take pride in our achievements--justifiable pride; but let us now
turn to the future with confidence, with enthusiasmFiand;with'our strength.

Citizens of Guyana, STAND UP FOR GUYANA!

Long live the indomitable spirit and the unbreakahleywill of the Guyanese_;
people! ‘ T '

Long live the Co-operative Republic of Guyana!

/12828
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HOYTE DISCUSSES PRIVATE SECTOR POLICY, BURNHAM LEGACY

Georgetown NEW NATION in English 2 Mar 86 p 8

[Text]

Pursuit of Burnham Goals

" LEADER of the Peopla’s Nationsi Cor., ess and

B: 5 jent of Guyana Desmond Hoyte, has s 4 In an
interview with the ACP-EEC magazine “Courler’ that "s is
pursuing the same gosls ss Founder Leader Forbes

.Burnham bt his style will be different.

~*| would be stupld to want to imitste the stylo'n‘ the

. Foundef-Leader; that would be impossible’” he strese«d.

The interview Is printed in the January-February issue
of the magazine in.8 special section devoted to Guyana.
Speaking ‘of the legacy left by the Founder-Leader,
Cde Hoyte said: ““He set us certain clear objectives which
| believe have a national consensus. We want to build, in

‘this country a humane society -- as self-reliant,

democratic and prosperoys. We've worked very hard to .
build the infrastructuré which will enable us to achieve
this objective. _ : : _
“But he himself always sald that while our objettive .
never changes, the tactics and the strategles, of
necessity, must change in response to objective reality.

. “And so, while I'm pursuing the same goals - first of

all my style will be different. | would be stupid to want to

-imitate the.style of the Founder Leader; that would be i

impossible. He had a style of his own, which fparked
him, and | can’t hope to emulate that style - and |
wouldn’t want to. | will have to have my own strategies

~and téctics to deal with the requirements of what |

would call the next phase of development. }-do believe
that, with his passing, one era of our national lifé came
to an end. at era was one of political institution-
building. it was an era also, in which the political con-

~ sciousness of our people was raised. :

“As | put it in my address to the Supreme Cohgiess '

of the People, it was a period in which we built the °
psychological and political infrastructure that was !
necessary to enable us to organise ourselves for the next °

phase of development which has to be predominantly
economic”. - - - !
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Support fqr Private Sector

Georgetown NEW NATION in English 2 Mar 86 p 8

[T>ext]

-THE PNC Government is -

kindly disposed to and
_supportive of the private '
sector and has given
assurances that it is ready
-to do everything ‘possible
to help the private sector. -
The Courrer interviewer

“bhad asked Cde. Hoyte:

“What about the future
of the private sector 'In
Guyana? In past years
there have been problems *
with confidence. In the
investment climaté. What
is the outlook now, as
regards both domestic ard
foreign investmient "

"ANSWER: ‘“There has
always been this rather
superficial statement made
by people — and even by
some of our own private
sector people. The fact of
the matter is that up to
about 1970, our private
sector consisted mainly of
traders. We tried ito point.

_out to them that there was

‘really no future! in  this
country, as-| believe there
is little future in!most of ,
the developing countries, -
for them if they merely "
remained inporters ‘and
sellers of foreign goods.
“What we winted the .
private sector to do was to
get into manufacturing — .
particularly manufacturing
which wauld beé based on
the-use of local materials.

[TRAUMA]

"Obviously some people
could "not change. They
were so wedded to the old
ways, anid we were asking
them to do new things and,.
that's always traumatic for.:
most [people].” .

"However, the 'second !
thing | want to point out is
that prior to 1970, there
was very low investment in
this country. The people ]
who had investments: were ]
the bauxite people, Alcan;
and Bookers, the sugar ;

" takes time. :

people. Al this " had

nothing to do with -any
government of an in-
dependent Guyana. it had
to do with colonial policy
arid theé policies of Great
Britain. L

“So that Guyana came
very late, in terms  of
CARICOM, "even _into

B manufacturing:.  Jamaica,’

Barbadas, Trinidad have
had a longer tradition of
manufacturing than we
have. Qur private sector,
our manufacturers, are

really pretty late In the :

game. -

* INEW BREED)
" “However, a new bréed

.of private businessmen has

sprung up 'over the years
— young, dynamic, ' en-

_ thusiastic people. Wé have
‘given them all - the.

rouragement  which is
required. We've had, for

years, a regime of fiscal

incentives, tax holidays,
accelerated write-offs, the
whole lot. But, of course,

" you don’t just come into a

‘néew area and make a
success of it overnight. It

“When' 1 was Minister of
Economic DeVelopmeqt, i
held monthly ineetings
wita the representatives of

the Chamber of Commerce .

and . the Guyana
Manufacturers’ Association
not only to encourage the

private sector, not only to . -
indicate to them that the

government was serious
"about its support for the
-private sector, but to help
‘them - over the numerous
hurdles’ they might -have
faced as they attempted to
get on with their business.
And | think we developed
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[ an extraordinarily good
| relationship, and | would
like to believe that that
relationship  continues
today.
"During the period -
- between 1970 and now,
~we have . seen the
_emeirgence of various -
- manufacturing concerns —
“someé of them pretty large.
‘Some of them _have -
(established industries
“which require a large
proportion of foreign
-imports. L .
. Because of the situation
we are facing now — the -
-foreign' . exchange
‘stringency — it is very
difficult for them to get
-raw materials to keep their
“industries going, so that
_some .are working tn~

reduced capacity, some of

-7, them, I suspect, have had

: to close shop for the time
being. o =
[MECHANISM)
~ “This emphasises the
. point we have been trying
- to make to them all the
time, that they. should try

to establish "indugtries
which  utilise  large

- proportions -of the locsl

materials which we have in
great abundance, :
We have established an
agency we call the Guyana
anufacturing - and-
" Industrial Development
Agency, popularly known
as GUYMIDA, with a
specific mandate to be a
kind of one-stop agency to

" which  investors,
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manufacturers and so on
-can go to. get a package
deal. 1 h

GUYMIDA has been In
_existence | think it is fair to
say that it has done an

extremely good job helplrig .
‘people to establish new

activities and also In

helping the established

foreign Investor® to solve
problems. - -

" "They have done well in
all areas. | would say that
the private sector has a
role in .Guyana, firstly
because - the Constitution

provides them with such a

role.

Our  constitution in-

effect recognises a
trisectoral ~ economy.
Secondly, the government
is kindly disposed to, and
supportive of, the private
sector arid has given
assurances that it is ready

to do every thing possible’
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FINANCE MINISTER GREENIDGE INTRODUCES 1986 BUDGET

Report on Presentation
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 1 Mar 86 pp 4

[Article by Colin King]

. PROPOSALS for the rapid development
of the country’s resources and for generating
a four per cent economic growth this year,
were tabled in the National Assembly

-yesterday as Finance Minister Carl
presented the 1986 Budget.

‘Over $1,9 biltion in’

current and capital ex-
penditure is proposed in the
Budget which initiates a

package of measures to.
accelerate economic growth .

and raise living standards.

Major thrusts identified
for' the economy include
‘conservation of resources,
promotion and diver-
sification. of productive

activities in the private,

public and co-operative
sectors, and the reversal of
the overall public ‘cor-
porations’ deficit. - }

. Consumption Taxes are to

be applied or increased in a:,

number of areas, while the ,
price of sugar is being

modestly increased and the .
‘price control . on cigarettes. -

lifted. )
~“On the other .hand, with

immediate ‘ effect, pensions ;

and dratuities are payable
tax free, NIS benefits are
being substantially increased

and in some cases ex--

:tended, ahd separate’ tax
assessment will be in-
i troduced for working wives. -
‘" The . 90-minute ~Budget
"presentatign, the third by
Cde. Greéenidge, was
broadcast live to the nation.
The Assembly later ad-
journed to next Thursday,

when. debate on the.
proposals will begin.
: The -total proposed

expenditure is made up of
current expenditure of $1,2
billion and capital ex-
ponditure of $0,69 billion.
Expenditure on the public
_debt, will amount to $452
million or 3,7 per cent more

- than the 1985 figure.
Central Government
revenues are estimated at
$783 million about two per
cent more than in 1985, an
" increase which is projected

on the basis of more ef-

- ficient collection rather than
on changes .in the tax
.- structure. ) :
. Exports are expected to
| attain a level of $1,2 billion,
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Greenidge

{

|

‘just over ten per cent higher
than in 1985, and some g

million short of the leve! of
imports, projected at $1.5

billion this year.

Fuel and lubricants are
expected to account for
about 28 per cent of the
import bill, )

The Gross - Domestic

- Product, at current factor

cost, is projected at a level
of $1,8 billion, or 13,8 per :
cent over the the 1985
level, “representing another
year of real growth of an

- order slightly in excess of

four per cent,” the Finance

- Minister told the Assembly.

- Speaking in detail on the
general economic policy to .
be pursued this year, Cde.
Greenidge said the

. development programme -

will have five areas of focus:

® conservation almed at
reducing waste in such
areas as energy, human
resources and national
assets;

®institutional

' arrangements, including -
general incentives for
tl‘le private sactor,
aimed at promoting
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productive activities;
" ® mounting of a
productive drive; )
'® mobilisation of national © foster the upgrading of.
© savings, particularly human skills and
through greater em- - Initiative; :
phasis on investment in" ® support production by
. medium ‘and long-term financlal - and other
 securities; and _ incentives; and,
©® measures  to alleviate, @ ensure greater -ap-
the plight of the lowest " plication of technology
d to the
process.

This year, Cde. Greenidge
said, has found us so far

" e dispiay  greater  éf- -
ficlency In the utilisation
of resources;

pald. roducti
“The primary task of the P on

"~ economy in 1986 is to draw
onblall area's: private and
public, “local ‘and foreign, - . cee:
physical and Institutional,gin with both difficult choices

. a bid to sustain the level of and very hopeful signs.

- economic growth and The difficult  cir-
development,’’ Cde.. cumstances en be over-
Greenidge emphasised. come with "a resolute

i _ commitment to conservation.
Jo achieve this ob- and innovative en-
- . jective, he relterated, trepreneurship...”” ' he told
. " there ls need to: ' the Assemblv. . —(GNA)

Sugar Industry Program

Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 1 Mar 86 pp 1,4

[Text]

‘A MANY-SIDED approach
to dealing with problems of
the sugar industry will be
pursued by the Guyana
Government this - year.

. Among other. things, the

programme will involve the
closure of one factory this
year and the upgrading of

- another. :

In his Budget presentation .
yesterday, Finance Minister
Carl Greenidge listed. the
broad approaches as the

- rationalisation of sugar
- production,

diversification

" of both the industry’'s

-quota has

“output mix"” and land use
and the financial restruc-
turing of the Guyana Sugar

.Corporation.

Sugar, Cde. Greenidge
noted, continues to be -
Guyana's largest net foreign
exchange earner. He added,
however, that the recent loss
of 100 000 tons of its sugar
completely
changed the marketing

- outlook for Guyana's sugar:

and has given rise to the
need for cohsequential
adjustments.

Guysuco, Cde. Greenidge
told the Nationdl Assembly,
will terminate cultivation of
sugar cane on marginal and
unecoromic fands to im-
prove yields and reduce the
unit cost of production.

|
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- In  keeping with this

' exercise, the existing
acreages under cane will be
" reduced from 120 000 acres

to 105 000 acres by the end .

of 1986, and to 95 000 acres

by the end of 1987, by -

which time the average.

production should stand at .

In addition, the Leonora
‘factory wal be closed by the
end of this year. But the
Uitviugt- factory will be
upgraded to accommodate
the throughput of the
Leohora factory. Con-
sideration will also be given
to the closure of a second
factory ‘‘within the East
Cemerara triangle’” by the |
end of 1987,

The .Finance Minister .
noted that it is perhaps:
fortunate that in -the same .
period when market op-
pertunities in  sugar have,
- been shrinking, the op-
portunities to . diversify have
been multiplying. '

Guysuco, he said, will

. therefore seek to diversify .
. both its “output mix"” and
land use. Such diver- °

- sification must be

i technologically feasible,
commercially viable, have a

short gestation period and -

- must be within the limits of
the country's scarce
financial resources. .

In the fight of this
requirement, : the ! following
seven areas are:urider close
examination: " )
®. Generation ~6f energy
- from-surplug bagasse;
® Increasing dairy

operations -at “"Rose Hall

and ' Ultviugt : astates to

. economically viable sizes;

®. The ' feasibility -of

producing -wet ethanol
. (hydrated) " from
. molasses; ;

!

‘® The utilisation of ensiled:

cane :and. 'hydrated
bagasse in- combination
with. urea - anid- molasses

cattle; . . -

® The fermentation of

- molasses to-manufacture
protein and. yeasts which

can be used as a-
component *for animal

feeds; : :
® The chemichl ‘com-
bindtion- of sugar with

oils and fats to produce .

surfactants -which "could
be wused -as - bio-

. degradable industry
..detergents :and in food

processing;

® The direct utilisation of

sugar as a sweetener in
the manufacture of fruit
juices, jams &nd con-
fectiohery. . ’ o
.The Government hopes to
receive funds for these
projects from the’ EEC and

the IDB. and the Danes -
-have already expressed an

interest in the dairy

operations.

These proposals, “when

taken together,” are not.

expected - to r~adversely
impact -on the :industry’s

level of -employment, Cde.

:.Greenidge explained. . .
“Meanwhile, in the case of 1.

proposals ' for the financial
restructuring of Guysuco,

Government has decided to
increase its participation in "

the company by $225 million

as feed- supplement for .

and to convert a loan to the
Corporation of $114 million -
to convertible two per cent

debentures redeemable in 15

years.
These measures, together
with a seven" cents per
pound increase in the price
of sugar on the domestic

- market, and the institution

of certain efficiencies in

production, should see the:
Corporation breaking ' even
“in1987. - -,
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MEASURES announced in
the 1986 Budget presen-.

tation yesterday will bring °

considerable relief to
workers and pensioners,
while others will generate
some increased revenue for
the State.

Some amount of foreign

‘exchange is likely to be
earned as a result of two of
the measures announced by

Finance Minister Cde. Carl .

Greenidge as.he laid the

Budget proposals before the
National Assembly. :

Among the relief measures -

are:
" @the tax free payment of
pensions and gratuities,
with immediate effect; -

® removal of the ceiling
on National Insurance

maternity benefits from .

13 to 26 weeks,
@ increase in NIS injury
benefits from 60 to 70

per cent of insurable .

earnings;

.@ Increase in NIS old-age
pensions by four to fifty
per cent, with such
‘payments no
precluding payment of
disablement pension;

e doubling of NIS funeral
benefit from $400 to
, $800; o

g payment of maternity .

longer

benefit to the husband

on the wife's con-
finement,. providing she
is not a contributor to
the Scheme; and

o through amendments to

the ‘Income Tax laws
this year, separate tax
assessment for working
wives. o

At the samie time, in ohe of
a packet of measures

proposed by Government to -

improve the financial

position of the Guyana .

"Sugar Corporation, con-

sumers are-being asked to -

pay a modest seven-cent-
per-pound increase” in the
price of sugar. S

Relief Measures

. per

Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 1 Mar 86 pp 1,4

""And, the price control
governing the sale of
cigarettes has been lifted. -

A major fiscal measure

announced -requires that all
visitors who need visas to
enter the country meet their
hotel bills in hard currency.
Some foreign - exchange
will also be earned through
an impost, payable in the
country of origin, on barrels
and  parcels entering
Guyana. |
Domestically! Con-
sumption Tax on semi-
luxury and luxury items are
being increased by five per
cent, to 30 per cent and 60
cent respectively,

. Legistation s siso to be lald
. in the Assembly for the -

collection of Consumption

Tax on hotels  and
. Testaurants. L
In addition to the $pecific .

relief measures announced,
Cde. Greenidge noted the !
conclusion of pay increase |
arrangements with the TUC -
for 1985 and 1986, and
looked forward to the TUC's
participation and support in
completing the 1987 wage
" discussions by October-
November 1986.

And he stressed that it iIs

‘obligatory on all public
sector managers in 1986 to
_ensure the' timely for-
mulation and im-
- plementation of Appraisal .
Systems and Incentive
Schemes.” ’ o
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Private-Sector Incentives

Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 1 Mar 86 p 1

[Text]

/12828

‘. intends to -award some.
$300 000 in prizes as. in-
centivés to firms in the

. private sector, Finance

Minister Carl Greenidge
- announced yesterday in his
-1986 Budget speech In the
- National Assembly.

Prlzes will be awardad to

;,lho three - enterprises.’

lin each of six utogoriesl
. contributing in any year:

. @the greatest increasé i
net foreign exchange
earnings;

@ the greatest ( deorease ln
imports; :
@ the greatest increass. In

"~ employees;

®the greatest impact on .
new markets or exlstlng :

markets;

® the greatest dynamism :

to small business ac-
tivity; and ,
®the greatest con-

tribution to new ° -
product development .
‘and/ or transfer of

' tachnology.
" The recommendation that

prizes be awarded was:

made by the: Presiden/ n
Advisory Committee on th:

Private Sector ‘and 'r'hv
$300 000 in the arrangement

CS0: 3298/403

THE Guyana Government

~ will go to 18 winners. The

awards will consist of both

cash and trophies and will-
.range in value from $5‘000.

to $50 000, tax-free,

In his Budget spéech,Cde.
Greenidge said the private

- sector in Guyana has both
strengths and weaknesses,’

and that dunng the next
three to five ‘years,

" Government proposes to

implement policies that will

build on the strengths of
. this sector and strengthen

those industries in need of

spec'flc or general :

assistance.

“Two "areas . of contmumg'
concern in relation to ‘the
. pnvate sector are the fiscal
incentive legislation and the

arrangements for im-

" plementation of the

legistation, ‘Cde. Greenfdgo
explained. .
Tha existing fiscal in-

centives which inchede a.

five-year tax holiday in the
first  fmstance, the carrying
torwar® nf met losses, initial-
allowarmes, import duty
_exemptiicers and  subisidised
“land, @r= less than arfequate,
tand the Gove=rnment

propcses to review their

level and structure this year,
he added.

‘"t is ' necessary to
recognise the need to
encourage private initiative
and innovation in the private
_'sector, particularly those
mvolved in. exports,” CTde.
Greenidge stressed. (GNA)
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" GUYANA

DETAILS OF REORGANIZATION OF CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT REPORTED
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 15 Feb 86 pp 1, 4
[Article by Colin King]

[Text]v The Customs and Excise Department is making considerable progress
with new measures to increase its revenue collection and to more effectively
protect the country's resources.

New branches of the Department have been established in a recent reorgani-
sation, staffing is being streamlined and upgraded, and much-needed equipment
is expected this year.

"We were not as effective as we might have been'", Comptroller of Customs
Cde Paul Burnette said Thursday, while outlining the measures already taken
and others to come. The Comptroller and other senior Customs officers were
speaking in an interview at the new Customs building on Main Street.

Customs procedures and systems used in recent years were developed 20 to
30 years ago, and are now thought not adequate for today's conditionms.

"We remained static," Code Burnette said, while methods of doing business
have been constantly developing in the commercial world.

Based on plans drawn up some four years ago, the Customs and Excise Depart-
ment has now moved to correct this situation. A Planning and Research
branch to help the Department keep up-to-date and an Inspectorate and Audit
branch were established.

Systems and procedures within the Department were revised and staff was
reduced from the 397 officers in 1980 to 267 by 1982. After these changes,
the Comptroller said, "We became more efficient and effective, as is
indicated by our intake of revenue."

In 1980 the Department collected $165 million, and the 1985 collection
reached approximately $306 million.

The reorganisation and revision of systems and procedures within the
Department, however, represent only one prong of the planned three~pronged
approach, Training of personnel and the introduction of a variety of equip-
ment are the other aspects.
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Training has been stepped up in the past two years,: with the opening of an
in-house "Customs Academy." This academy is continually expanding its role
in keeping with the demands of the development of the Department.

Newly-recruited staff attend classes for half the day and are exposed to
practical work the other half. Other employees learn all aspects of
Customs and Excise in after-hour classes.

A 90 per cent grade is the m1n1mum pas51ng grade for either acceptance or
promotions.

Personnel development "has been the greatest challenge" of the Department's
efforts.

The Department, having considerable authority to inspect and impound goods,
among other" things, is open to allegations of malpractices, Cde Burnette
noted.  The Department is therefore greatly interested in the quality of
the officers it puts out.

As an indication of the trend it has taken in its personnel policy, some
18 officers have been released in the past year, for malpractices.

New officers are given a Code of Conduct, including guidelines for dress,
relations with the public, and other informatin to help mould the entrant
into what we think a Customs Officer ought to be," Burnette said

Smuggling attracts & 31gn1f1cant amount of the attention of the Department;
and is one of the major areas of focus in the new initiatives.ﬂ

"I feel we're losing about $15 to $20 million per year in revenue through
smuggling...We're losing more than than through the loss of foreign
exchange earnings,” the Comptroller sa1d :

To date, the Department has been hampered in anti-smuggling operations,
because it has had little means of "interdicting" smugglers, or ‘stopping
cargo before it lands and gets 1nto the stream of commerce.

"We expect that sometime before the end of . this year we will have the tools
to do the JOb " ' Burnette sa1d

Vehicles, communications apparatus and a patrol boat, 11ke1y to cost some'
half a million (US) dollars, are among the equ1pment expected.

The recent reorganisaiton has seen the establishment of a separate anti-
smuggling 'Patrol Branch' within the Department, and the special training
branch has recently started training of patrol officers to pursue anti-
smuggllng activities. : »

The equipment and the men being trained), some 100 by the end of June, w1ll‘

address the "preventive aspects" of the revenue and resource protection
drive. :
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Training of an initial batch of 30 patrol officers, is being conducted over
three months. One month is spent at the Customs Academy, one month with
the Police Force for training that the Academy cannot now provide, and the
remaining month in on-the-job training.

With the equipment and patrol staff, Customs officials estimate smuggling
could be reduced by 80 to 90 per cent in four months, with over $10M more
in revenue per year being collected. "There's no difficulty in the patrol
boat paying for itself in a matter of months," Cde Burnette observed.

/12828
CSO: 3298/403
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BRIEFS

ARMS, AMMO SEIZURE--Police commissioner Balram Raghubir yesterday disclosed
that four firearms, ammunition, and other stolen property were recovered

by the Police over the past 24 hours. A release from Police Headquarters,

Eve Leary, said a Police patrol Wednesday found Mohamed Zamolodeen of

Crabwood Creek and Shamid Alli of No. 78 Village, Corentyne, in a boat off

the Annandale foreshore with a 22 German revolver and six rounds of ammunition.
They have been charged with unlawful possession of firearm and ammunition.
[Excerpt] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 14 Feb 86 p 1]/12828

REPLY TO BISHOP--President Desmond Hoyte received a cablegram from a person
describing himself as the Most Reverent Adolphe Proulx, Bishop of Gatineau-
Hull, Co-president Human Rights Committee, Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops, on the subject of the Jesuit Priest Patrick Connors. The text of
the cablegram is as follows: "Informed of expulsion order extended to
Father Connors, we wish to protest your Government decision. This decision
seems to us a violation of his basic human rights. We would appreciate

a change in your Governmetn attitude towards the churches and human rights
organisation." The Ministry of Information has replied to that cablegram.
The text of the cablegram reads: 'Your undated cablegram to President
Desmond Hoyte in connection with the Jesuit Priest connors has been passed
to this Ministry for attention in accordance with the Governmental procedures
stop I wish to advise that the authorities reject your cablegram as being
araant nonsense stop. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 15 Feb
86 p 11/12828 - : :

ENVOY TO CANADA--NARD, C.C.H. will shortly assume duty as Guyana's new High
Commissioner to Canada, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced yesterday.
Cde F. A. Lawrence has been acting as Guyana's High Commissioner to Canada.
Cde Kennard, 66, has had a distinguished public service career, and has
held senior posts in a number .of local and international organisations.

Cde Kennard served as Minister of Agriculture from 1974 to 1981 and his last
office was that of Agricultural Adviser to the President. He was awarded
the Cacique Crown of Honour (C.C.H.) in 1973 for Public Service of an Excep-
tionally High Quality. Cde. Kennard has served as Chairman of the Caribbean
Agricultural Research and Development Institute (CARDI) (from 1983) and as

a member of the panel of concilaters of the International Centre for the
Settlement of Investment Disputes (from 1981). Born July 8, 1920, Cde
Kennard gained a British Guiana Government Scholarship to the Imperial College
for Tropical Agriculture in 1938 where he obtained both the diploma (DICTA)

57




JPRS~LAM~86-0139
30 April 1986

and associateship (AICTA) from that institution. He later pursued studies
and research at the London School of Economics, Michigan State University,
Purdue University and the University of Tennessee. Cde Kennard will leave
Guyana tomorrow for Canada to take up his new appointment. [Text] [Georgetown
GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 27 Feb 86 pp 1, 5]/12828

PNC APPOINTMENT--Senior Minister of Manpower, Housing and Environment,.
Cde. Jeffrey Thomas, has been appointed a member of the Central Executive
Committee of the People's National Congress. His appointment took effect
from Thursday. [Text] [Georgetown NEW NATION in English 23 Feb 86 p 1]}
/12828
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SEAGA ORDERS CLOSER CUSTOMS INSPECTION OF CONTAINERS

Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 Mar 86 p 2

[Téxt]

Prime Ministér Ed- .

. ward Seaga has instruct-
“ ed the Customs and Ex-

~ “cise Department of the

/12828
CSO0:

Revenue Board to im-
 mediately . institute -a
more effective monitor-.
~ing system for all con-
_tainers  enteting ° Port
_ Bustamante i an effort

to reduce illicit imports

and smuggling.

The order was given
during " a meeting with
the Jamaica Chamber of

- Commerce at _Jamaica.

“House on Tuesday,
which was called to deal

with problems being ex-

perienced by the Cham-.

_ber and tlie private sec-
tor, according . to a

Jampress release. The;
meeting was attended by’

Minister of State for In-

dustry and Commerce,
the Hon. Karl Samuda,’

tepresentatives of the

Revenue Board and the

Bank of Jamaica. .
"~ Mr. Seaga told the

delegation that Govemn-

ment was reviewing “the
- multitude of duties and

* different rates™ at the

various ports of entry

3298/399

with a view to reducing

"the number which at "

present was about 14,
He reminded the

gathering that the system

of taxes and stamp du-

ties was- now being’

looked at as part of the
overall system of tax
reform | which’ would
continue to be dealt
with during the course
of this financial year.

On the question of .

the auction system and

* - hire purchase terms, the

Prime Minister reminded

the JCofC's delegation .

that in order to maintain
-a stable rate of exchange
and curb the serious for-
cign  exchange crisis,
Government had to im-

“posc tight credit and

monetary mceasures.

He said this would
¢nable _the, Government
to rémove the system of |
“licensing  which " pre-:

viously  hampered the

usiness Lommunity
‘with an excess of by.
reaucracy,

Chamber president
Bruce Rickards express.’
ed appreciation. to the .
Prime Minister for the
Opportunity to air theijr
problems. '
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JAMAICA

COLUMNIST, JLP DISPUTE RESPONSIBILITY FOR POLITICAL. VIOLENCE

Stone on PNP-Rally Aftermath

Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 17 Mar 86 p 8 l

[Text] ? - For the 'second time, a " Some speculation is that the ma- |
; : PNP ised vrauders were part of the PNP dem- : .
IMaSSIVE, s Organise sonstration who merely scized the

- anti-government rally has

.been followed by the un-
ileashing of organised thugs

‘who have attacked,:

mugged, robbed and terror-
ised * = citizens,  especially
iwomen.

" Neither the police high com-
‘mand nor the PNP has been able
ito identify these thugs. Nor has a
isingle person been arrested, al-
[though eye witness accounts
from’ victims and witnesses sug-
.gest that there were large num-
‘bers of théint travelling in packs
‘and attacking just about everyone
who fell in their path.

;! The JLP has begn eager to use the
"incident to tell us'that its a reminder
.of the 1970's, when according to
rthem, the PNP unleashed terror on
i the society. - .
' The PNP on the other hand has
-contended that several of its promi-
_nent Jeaders were: themselves robbed
.and attacked, although the party has
:not. suggested that the thugs were
t hired by the JLP. ,
*As citizens of this country we’
imust view these two incidents of
Llawlessness with great alarm and
sespecially . the “total failure . of the
+security forces to deal with the mat-
tter . T o

a
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. werc far removed from the main
- +body of demonstrators and were not

" thugs were highly organised and de-

fopporunity to rob. : : )
' . L] T
t . Victims g

At least § persons | have spoken’
ito who were either victims or eye
' witnesses suggest that the thugs came
“from locations and directions that

“likely to have had any connection
“with the PNP crowd. The bits and
spieces of evidence suggest that the -

“tetmined to create & climate of fear
iand terror. Men were chased and
:stabbed for motives unrelated to
: robbery. Women were singled out
" for vicious acts of robbery.

* Even before these post-demon- -
-stration attacks, two motorists claim
-to have been followed by cars with |
suspicious looking men on their way -
home from the PNP rally. It's as if
somcone was determined to tele-

" graph a message that presence at a

PNP rally was a risky business.
Political statement

A political statement was being
made here and the story on the street
“is that the thugs were paid to commit
“these acts. B

In the absence of supporting evi- ;
-dence it would be itresponsible to -
point any finger of blame. o



"1 What is clear is that someone,
- | somewhere organised these thugs to
“$core points- against Mr, Manley’s
 PNP. ' ‘ -

. " The JLP is quite ‘tight that the :

l

- incidents * are  reminiscent of the °

11970’ violence. The only problem |
_have with that is that my informa-:
tion suggests that an appreciable :
“portion of that 1970's violence was
- instigated by JLP interests intent on-
~ fomenting disorder to embarrass the
PNP. The PNP; of course, was by
" no means innocent of instigating
violence in_the 1970’. But in many
. - situations JLP organised forces were".
- - the' initiators of terrorism in the
1970’s and that Party ought not to

now pretend that its hands wete
: .. \ .

clean. :
" The link

Our ‘Ministet of Security has con-
stantly been pointing to the link

. between terrorist activity and poli-

“tics. But is he perhaps. blind to the
prospect of interests - determined to
keep Mr. Seaga in power hiring thugs

" to make a political statement sup-
portive of that objective? - ‘

" -ery the last time that party ought to
. thave had a better security alert to

" detect and mobilise police. response

* 1o a repeat performance..

_ The .PNP. cannot escape some
responsibility. After the BOJ thugg-

The police have yet to assure us -

( that the first incident was properly - -

* investigated to discover- who was
behind it. Secondly, the police must

be chastised for not being able to

detect what was happening and not
having been “able to mobilise its
. forces to apprehend and deter the
. thugs. The latter were on the street
i long enough for counter-action by

the police to have caught and cor-

nered several of them, .

Caught ﬂat-footed

'

The police were obviously intent

on watching the PNP demonstrators

»and guarding against. any possible;

i PNP attacks on famaica House. That

* concentrated -effort made it easy for’

thugs unconnected with the main

" body of demonstrators to unleash.

“terror in areas close by without any
police detection. Had the marauders
emerged from the PNP crowd the.
police would have. easily tracked
‘their movements. The fact that they:
evaded the police’s eye provides far- -
ther support for the idea that the

- thugs emerged from locations dis-
connected from the PNP crowd.

Both the police and. PNP- were

.caught flat-footed. .

~~:No PNP pcrso‘ns‘ére‘ .-likcly t($ :

attack the likes of Dr. McNeill and
his wife or ‘Mr. Fred Rattray. The
highly organised character of the
. marauders questions the ided that

. : they were opportunist- criminals in
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“ the PNP crowd simply seeking to
- rob some jewellery. Grab thieves will
 rip off chains and watches but they
" usually do not chase people-to cut
. them -and "beat in situations where
there is nothing to rob. '
.. Dirty tricks
. These incidents read like pages :
straight out of a political dirty tricks
manual and are not the random acts
t of desperate thieves seeking merely -
to rob. ' T
The JLP- leadership is so thor--!
-oughly overjoyed at the evident em- .-
“barrassment of the PNP .and the ;
opportunity to score political points 4
that one wonders whether their ad-
_ministration has any interest or mot1- .
© vation "in uncovering the full; truth. .
. behind these incidents. .- S
. The people of this country have
suffered from the use of security
management to play politics. It hap-.
pened under the PNP and it’s hap-
pening again. - R o
It is a serious 'sign’ of the paralysis
~and failure of our security manage-® -
¢ ment that over thirty reported acts of -
violence and over S0 actual occui-
‘rences can happen - within a short
» distance of a major political rally and
the police were so paralysed that not -
_bne suspect has been apprehended., * ..

- The day must come in this coun- -
.try when management of the police
1is fully removed from the hands of 1
i politicians because political ‘manage- -
ment of security has “allowed “so :
many crimes to go undetected and - -
has permitted terrorism of the right - -
i . .
and the left to flourish. PR




. Stages
The 1970’s violence went through
_several stages. The first round was
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*one of the JLP using armed thugs to |
destabilise the PNP's popularity prior -

to the 1976 election.

In the second stage the PNP
organised retaliation but mainly as
. defensive responses. In the third
_wave both were on the offensive and
- pushed the country on the verge of
+ civil war.
The PNP leadership is now being
as naive ‘as. they were before 1976
" where their people were blown off
. the streets by JLP guns. And if they
continue in that manner they are
going to be clobbered by fascist
interests intent on keeping theni out
of power.

The country cannot feel comfort: :

able after the evident paralysis of the
police in responding to this organised
thuggery. o

The police kigh command had
better pull up its socks.

This thuggery must never be-al-
lowed to happen again. The country
must be assured that steps are being
taken to get at the root of the forces

_behind it. :

JLP Chairman's Response

Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Mar 86 p 8

[Text]

Thé vEditor, Sir:

The clever but not too subtle
attempt by Carl Stone in his column
of March 17 to exonerate PNP
supporters from culpability for t.hc
reign of terror and thuggery which
accompanicd the recent PNP demon-
stration unveils, more than anything
clse he has written to date, his firm
anti-JLP posture and his continuing
attempts to discredit the JLP.

So too docs his disgusting sugges-
tion that the political violence of the
seventies was initiated by the JLP
and that PNP violence was mercly a
retaliatory response. Was Carl Stone
in Jamaica in the seventies? Was he
here last week when PNP thuggery
took charge of a large section of the
Corporite Area?

How does Carl Stone explain the
large pro-JLP refugce communitics in

. places like Wynters Pen, St. Johns

Road, McCouks Pch, Naggo Head,
Central Village, and Christian Pen in
St. Catherine and Bull Bay in St.:
Andrew which suddenly mush-:
roomed in the seventies as a result of !
PNP violence which drove them out !
of their homes in Lower St. Andrew?.
Can he think of any comparable pro-

"PNP refugee communites? o

For what motive ather than parti-
san political mischief would Stone
use the Gleaner’s columns to ped-
dle the discreditable notion that all
the 'persons who participated in the .
PNP march were sincere innocents
with no capacity or propensity for
violence and that the violence and
plundering which took place were:— *
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£ ST S
g (a) “organised to score points

» against Mr. Manley’s PNP”;

i

' commentaries

-(b) carried out by thugs “paid to

commit these acts”™;

© (c) caught the PNP “flat-footed™? '

Not éven the PNP has been ._bra-A- '

‘zen enough to suggest that the vio-

lence was the work of JLP support-

ers yet Stone makes this ludicrous

assertion. with such authority and
_ authenticity. '

Is Stone not in the least con--

cemed about preserving a littde of

the credibility which his partisan
have  so severely

eroded? o

Will he run true to form . and
accuse me of singling him out for

JPRS~LAM~86~039

~attack as he has done before simply
" because | daré to refute his malicious

arguments? Does he expect the JLP

1o continue to remain silent when he

makes ‘scurrilous ‘attacks and snide
infinuations against the Party? Why?

Because he is Carl Stone?

Stone can rest assured that we
respect his unquestionable right to

‘express his views however biased he
-may be but, equally, we maintain our
. right to lay! bare the malice of his
"+ conduct. .

© . Tam,etc.
. BRUCE GOLDING
Chairman

JLP, :

P.0. Box 536,
Kgn §.

30 April 1986

March 17,1986, - "

Stone Reply to Golding

Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 24 Mar 86 p 8

[Article by Carl Stone]

[Text]

in _thy column on _' Mon-.
day March 17¢th, 1 sug-
gested that the wave of

terror that followed ' the
PNP vigil could well have
been organised to score
points against the PNP.

" That suggestion was based on

three sets of facts. Firstly, some

of the persons [ spoke to who
were cither victims or spectators

expressed doubts that the gangs

of 50 to 60 men they saw armed

with knives did in fact emerge

from the PNP march. One sug-

gested that a group appeared to

have conie from Belniont Road.

* Another that one group she saw

scemed to have emerged from

the NHC housing site on Lady’

Musgrave Road.
Secondly, several prominent PNP

persons, well-known to the public,:
were cither robbed, harassed or nar-.
rowly escaped harassment. Mr. Man-
ley's wife and his young son for

example narrowly escaped violence
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| at the hands .'of a band of some 50

thugs on Trafalgar Road. When she
saw them approaching menancingly
she quickly locked up the car win-
dows and secured the door locks just

©in time. That did not prevent them

from pounding on the car windows.
The fact that Dr. Mary Seivright and
the McNeil’s ate numbered among'
the victims also caused one to won--
der as to whether thiese acts of

terrorism were committed by PNP-

partisans, -

Thirdly, although there were.
some small groups of three or four:
robbers stealing jewellery and hand-
bags, the eyewitness accounts identi- -

fied the farge packs of 50 to 60 .

young men armed with sticks and -
knives. This suggested a measure of
organisation as grab thieves do not
usually travel in such large groups.

. Dirty tricks

Although I wrote out that there
was no hard evidence pointing the :
finger of blame at any known organi-
sation, I ventured the speculation

that the violence had the appearance
of an organised dirty tricks effort to

discredit the PNP;

]
t




JLP Chairman Bruce Golding ob-
" viously believes that his party has a
monopoly on dirty tricks designs on
the PNP as only such an assumption
could have ted him to accuse me of
" pointing the finger of blame at his
party when 1 was careful to avoid
i doing that. .
But there is an old saying that the
quilty often flee when no man pur-
~ sueth, Bruce’s hysterical response to
i . my column and his stampede to put
on the hat of the accused and to
utter a shrill plea of innocence could
well cause many readers to believe
that his party knows something
about this matter. =~ . :

1 don’t have any evidence impli-
cating the JLP and continue to have
an open mind as to who was behind
the violencé. But 1 remain sceptical
.of the view that the bands of 50 and .
60 atined. thugs were. spontaneous

formationé who broke away from -

_the PNP march to Jamaica House.

An interesting pattern emerges
from the police data on the victims
who reported being robbed or at-
tacked. 20 out of the reported 32

. cases of violence took place in the
vicinity of Trafalgar. Road. Two of
my informants identified that pattern
as consistent with their view that the

- thugs emerged from points far fo the

. south of the PNP march. . o

1 wonder if Bruce or JLP apolog-

ist Ulric Simmonds would care to-

* offer an explanation for the at-
tempted attack on Beverly Manley?
Mr. Golding was also upset about

my contention that the JLP initiated -

. an appreciable part of the 1970s

: political violence and especially in

. the period leading up to the 1976
- election. ' -

. .. 1 made the point to refute the JLP

¢ propaganda line that gives the false

' ‘impression that the violence of the

1970’s was entirely a reflection of

- the PNP visiting left wing terror on

- the society,
"~ As part of my research on the
. 1976 election campaign 1 had care-

* fully studied reported incidents of

. political violence in that period. One
fact that is well documented in

. Gleaner reports of the period was
. the reign or

‘youth leaders and youth clubs in the

Corporate Area. That wave of vio- '

terror directed at PNP

64

lence was part of the period 1 re-”
ferred to when the JLP was taking !
the offensive in most of the incidents
of Corporate Area violence.

Election violence
Indeed, in an academic article on

_ the 1976 election published in the -

Novembet 1977 issue of the U.K.
Journal of Commonwealth and
Comparative Politics, 1 concluded

. as follows on the subject of election
- violence:

. neous violence. Both

“While both parties used violence,
the general pattern was one of the

* JLP on tht offensive and the PNP

acting in defence in most situations
of planned‘'as distinct from sponta.
arties had
supporting gangs of youths, some in
cars or on motor-cycles, and some

_on foot who terrorised opposing

activists, controlled political territory
and generally acted as a reserve force
backing up the non.violent campaign
arm of the parties.”

My comments are not designed to
exonerate the PNP as Golding im- -
plies (because I also accuse the PNP

. of initiating violence) but to set the

* For every PNP atrocity a matching

record straight as regards the shared
tesponsibility by both parties for the
violence of the 1970s and to refute
the current JLP progaganda which
suggests that its hands were clean in

_ the seventies. 80% of voters support-

ed the 1976 State of Emergency
because they felt that ‘the JLP was
involved in the dirty tricks at that
time. ' :
Is Bruce really serious when he
tries to refute that claim by merely
citing instances of PNP atrocities?
JLP atrocity can be cited. ¢

" Political tendencies -

Golding accuses me of being anti-

- JLP. I frankly am not sure what he

means by that. There are three main
-political tendencies in this country.
Some citizens are die-hard PNP sup-
porters. Some are die-hard JLP sup-
porters. Many, like myself, vote.

. according to the issues and how we -
" assess the rival leadership quality and

not according to fixed party loyalties.
" Many of the issue voters -like

-myself have been infected with feel-

ings of disgust towards many aspects




of JLP policies and especially over
the arrogant management style of the
JLP government,

Those sentiments are strongly
echoed .in my columns and I make
no apologies for them in much the
same way that I echoed similar senti:.
ments about the PNP in the period
leading up to its -election defeat in

~1980. At that time PNP spokesmen
also accused me of being anti-PNP.
Welcome to the club, Mr. Golding.
Golding may well have enhanced my
readership by accusing me of being
anti-JLP as the most widespread po-
litical virus in every parish of Jamaica
at this time is a virulent and highly
infectious strain of anti-Seaga fever.

" Indeed precisely because 1 have

been- objective, I get many letters .

. from readers who accuse me of

“being soft on the JLP especially
when I criticise critics of the govern-
~ment (such as the JTA leadership) or
give some prais¢ to Mr. Seaga for
, having cleaned up the streets of
Kingston, :

‘The fact that the JLP is unlikely
to get my vote in the next elections
and that the only choice I face is one
of not voting (if | think the PNP is

not ready) or voting for Mr. Man-
h.:y__?_s PNP has not affected my objec-
tivity in making comments based on
ho_w' the evidence looks and in not
being concered about who likes or
does not like my commentary,

In my column I had also asked

some questions about the role of the -

police in dealing with the post-vigil ,’

violence.
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‘arrested. Secondly, it is also reassur-

- fact made preparations for surveil-
- lance of areas round the march in
- anticipation of past-vigil violence. <= !

. mated the magnitude of the task. No
_ aerial surveillance by helicopter was
~~done’ to- keep track of crowd

- -ployment of police to trouble spots.
- The likely traffic jam caused by the

. adequate foot patrol deployed to
- deter would-be robbers in a situation

It is - somewhat re-assuring to
know that three persons have been

ing to know that she police had in

~The police, howevet, underesti- |

movements dnd to permit rapid de-

march did not enter into the police’s
forward planning and there was no

VLS otn M) 3 o Aot wZE L e

whtre the traffic jam immobilised -
police vehicles. L '
The situation was further compli-
cated by the spontaneous crowd that -
threatened to invade Jamaica House
after Mr. Manley left as this tied .
down the police there for far longer
than they had planned thereby reduc-
ing their mobility to respond to thé

roving bands of thugs in the street. . '

There is a larger issue here than :

. the question who did it. It must not

be allowed to happen again.

‘I have every confidence in the
integrity of Commissioner Ricketts
but ‘1 have no confidence in’ JLP

* leaders who ignore the serious secu- :
ity aspects of the incident and are

entirely pre-occupied with scoring
propaganda points. -

. "The ';Seople who organised this "

PNP march need to re-think whether
they have the means to ensure securi- -
ty in such huge marches and whether
they ought not to limit their mobili-
sation to’ just having a mass meet-

ing. .




Additional Differences With Stone

Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 31 Mar 86 p 8

[Text]

THE EDITOR, Sir:-

. Your. columnist, Dr. Carl Stone,
has the ' rather ~né§tz' tendency of
abandoning the scholar he was-
trained to be and is, perhaps, to take -
the role of the Jamaican-bred tracer
of “Mother Long Tongue”, that he
is, perhaps, whenever anyone ques- -
tions any article of his.

Tn his column of today’s date, he
gratuitously brought me -into his
reply to Mr. Bruce Golding's letter .
about the robbery and violence that
was the aftermath of the. recent
People’s National Party vigil by way
of replying .to my own comments
published. fast Saturday. In my' com-
ments; | approached the matter from

_a documented scientific view of the
" behaviour of people in mass protest

demonstrations, which, . inevitably, .
carry with them the secds of violence

_and general mayhem.” - .-

" Departing from scholarship, Dr.
Stomas attacked my crcdibili‘t,y asa

- journalist by referring to me asa JLP
. apologist which leaves me no option
" but to return the complimerit and

" attack his own credibility by describ-
. ing him as a PNP propagandist. :

" The differénce between us is that *

“over forty years of writing, | have :
.always unswervingly expressed my
“personal convictions in support of .
“ the free individpal as against state-°
control. On the other hand, Dr.’

Stone masquerades as .an uncom: .

- mitted commentator, and while he:

change their s;')ots.

- has no basis for terming me a JLP_

apologist - whert 1 write as “Ulric
Simmonds”, I am on surer ground in
desctibing him as a PNP propagan-
dist. .. - -

The fact is that Dr. Stone started
as a columnist writing in the
Gleaner as “Petras™ — which is to
sdy, stone — becausé he was selected
to do sb by the People’s National
Party. He did this because. the PNP,
worried by the views expressed by
other colurnists at that time of a
previous: JLP Gavernment asked the
Gleaner to publish a columnist who''
would express their views and the
Gleaner traditionally willing to give
publicity to every type of diverse
views ‘and opinions, paid him . to

. express those PNP views.

Somewhere along the wély,. he .

" abandoned the name “Petras”, no ;
, doubt because it clouded his ego, and -
. began writing as Dr. Carl Stone. It is

my view that a change of pen-name:

- does not connote a change of pur-*
“pose and intention, and to read his’

articles over the past few years would -

" lead anyone to believe that Dr. Stone -
‘has not abandoned the role he was.

sclected to fill when he began writing ;
as “Pretras” — that is to propagan-:
dize wholeheartedly for the People’s:
National Party. | am a firm believer:
in the truism that leopards cannot’

am, etc., !

ULRIC SIMMONDS

P.O. Box 25,

Kingston 8. . _ ' ’ :

- March 24, 1986.
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Slaughter on Logic

THE EDITOR, Sir:i—

I note with irtetest Dr.’ Carl®
Stone’s vehement effort of trying tb

rove that the atrocities which fol-
owed in thé wake of the P.N.P.’s

all-night vigil and march of Monday,

March 10, 1986, were perpetrated by

people othor than P.N.P. supporters.

It is difficult to remember. reading an
article ofrDr. Stone’s laced with more
fallacy than this one. It grieves me to-
know that an intellect of his calibre
is allowed to ‘get away with such
slaughitet” of logic. :But then, when
one tries to dc%end the P.N.P. éne
can’t help being illogical. S

The professor seems-to' base his

argument on_his interview with “5’

persons who are. either victims or
eyewitnesses who suggested that the
thugs came from locations and direc-

tions that were far removed from the -

main body of- demonstrators and

- were not. likely to have had any -

:connection to the P.N.P. crowd.” It’s

a pity the exact location and time. .

was ot given so that independent
analysts could determine if these
directions and locations were indeed
fat removed. News reports. s'.tat'cd;
that robberies took place - along ¢
Hope Road, Lady Musgrave Road
atid Trafalgar Road after the crowd
had . dispersed. These  were logical®

routes for people in the crowd feav- -
ing from Jamaica House to take, -

there is nothing far removed about,
that. . o
- The Professor was iost ridicu-’
lous when, after stating that “In the:
absence of supporting evidence it.

would be irresponsible to point any..

finger of blame.” Yet in the neéxt:
paragrah, without any supporting evi--
dence, the Professor arrived at a:
clear conclusion: “What is ‘clear is’
that somecone somewhere organises:
these thugs to score Jpoints “against
Mr. Manley’s P.N.P.” Talk -about;
begging the question!! T

The area which would have ex-:
plaineéd the whole situation to' the:
poor Professor was scantily dealt
with by him; but obviously he was;
not secking after the truth. Here I,
quote, “The P.N.P. cannot escape
some responsibility. After the B.O.J.-
thuggery the last time, ‘the party’
.ought. to have had better secutity
‘alert to detect and mobilise police:

response to'a tepeat performance.” -

*  The second reign of terror was

clearly an imfrovcmcnt,on the first,
i

. Therefore,
‘basis for the first, we can better

we can establish the

understand the second. The atroci-:
ties of the B.O.J. thuggery were not

.80 greit, so few people complained.:

There was no reason for the P.N.P.

.to make any comment. What was

then clearly. a spontaneous act of
suffering socialists, was quietly ig-
nored. ‘The effects of the first reign

~ trators of the second. They clearly

saw how they could enrich them-

~ of terror were not lost on the perpe-

sclves and they planned for it, hence

the level of organisation, which is

. baffling the Professor.

. Dr: Stone’s effbrt to taint the
J.L.P. with violence was futile. It is

. an established fact that both parties

‘from time-to-timie deal in violence."

What is also clear to most Jamaicans.

is that the P.N.P. by nature is far’

.more violent. It was not the J.L.P.

“_supportérs who mobbed the same,

‘Dr. Stone in Rae Town. It was not
“J.L.P. supporters who mauled John

"Heaine at a party conference. J.L.P. -
's;urponers do not begrudge success-
u .

people. . . iy

During the 1980 election cam-
paign it was not the J.L.P. that tried

" to smear the character of the then

leader of the opposition Mr. Seaga,

" by a campaign strategy which includ- -
- ed- violence against its own support- |

“ets in an’ effort to blame the other

,side. " :

Jamaicans still remember the Blig- -
-adista Programme and view it with .

* suspicion. Remember that the files of
the programme had to be destroyed

< by the P.N.P. after the change in

government. One can’t help believing
that Brigidistas were indeed sent to

* Cuba on a crash course in the use of

M16 and AK47 rifles, as stated in .

“The Road Not, Taken.” L

.. In order to compare the character -

- situations. In 1979, J.L.P. supporters

- staged

island * wide roadblocks.
Truckloads of marl and sand alon

i . N o .
. with the immobilisation of trucks an

other vehicles were used to a great

~‘extent to effect the blockades. Burn-

. P.N.P,, responded

/ing tyres, old cars and garbage were
not used. The then governinent, the

mobile brigades which were in effect
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. of the supporters of both the P.N.P.’
_and J.L.P. let’s compare the behav-
iour of both supporters in similiar.

y Ssending out’




" armed thugs, who cleared the roadb-

locks and dispersed people manning
them. When it was over it was nota-
ble that therc was no destruction of
the roadways. _

In 1984, the P.N.P. staged island-
wide roadblocks. The nastiness and
destruction was prounced. Old cars,
burning tyres, garbage and broken
bottles were the order of the day.
There was talk of blowing up

_ bridges, there ‘was the cutting down

of key utility poles. The response of
the government of the J.L.P. was to
allow the demonstration to run its

Layi

ng the Blame

‘THE EDITOR, Sir: ,

Anyone who was hurt, frightened
(or robbed by the ruffian element in
“the P.N.P. march last Monday must
feel insulted by Carl Stone’s clumsy
attempt to lay the blame at other
people’s doors. The victims have my
sympathy and the P.N.P. owe them a
1sincere apology and adequate com-
pensation for loss or injury. o

Dr. Stone, and Dr. Robertson of
the P.N.P., use the time of occur-
-rence and the distance from the main
body of the march as factors explain-
ing why the offences could not have
been committed by P.N.P. hooligahs.
They should consider these points: -
(i) the rear of the march would be
the natural place for robbcr{ assaule
and violence to be done. There the
stragglers and innocent bystanders
are casy prey and the police, a safe
distance awa;y. o ‘ ‘
(i) the ruffian eclement in these |
matches adopt an irregular pattern of -
movement and might_ appear ‘to |

bystanders to be coming from all

Foints of the compass.
i

ii) no group unconnected to the
P.N.P. would dare approach within
hailing distance of the P.N.P. march
for fear' of attack by the P.N.P.
hooligans and pursuit by the police !

" as soon as an alarm was raised.

.(iv) the language of the ruffians is
consistent with them being asso-
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-who . was attacke

course. It continued for two days.

. Then an appeal was made for a

return to normality and the security
forces, not mobile brigades, were
used to enforce this request. To this
day the destruction of the roadways
in some areas is still in evidence as a
testimony to the character of P.N.P,
supporters. This, Carl ‘Stone cannot
deny. .
Iam etc.,
D. FRANCIS.

(4 Mc_,adowlan'd Drive,
. Kgn 19.

arch 18, 1986

il

" ciated with the P.N.P. “Is Socialism

time”, “see a Labourite deh”.
The last comment explains why
eople were attacked without rob-

:t er)l'_ being the motive.

he assertion that the J.L.P. fo- .
mented violence to embarrass the -
P.N.P. in 1970’s is without founda-

‘tion but let us pass on to some
~ questions.

; : \
- Where were Dr. McNeil and Mr.

‘Rattray when they were set upon? In .

the body of the march or in the rear? :

"From whom did Carl get his infor-

mation? Did he guestk;(n' that lady .
on Kingsway or |

the man that ran to her rescue? Did
he question the staff of Devon
House or just the friendly comrades
in the march? '

As someone who used to believe
in Carl's objectivity, I am forced to’
begin to reassess him. He told Flair
magazine not long ago that he is not
given to the cocktail circuit or to
public appearances, but he was guest
speaker at the launching of Socialist -
International’s book on the world
debt crisis, in the company of Mi-
chael Manley: and the other com-

rades. He was guest speaker at a . °

meeting of the Nannyville Commu-
nity Council on the 9th of Februa
held by the Easton Douglas the PN
caretaker for the area. o

Partisan politics, 1 fear has begun
to colour his journalism. . o

. I am, etc.,

ORVILLE BROWN

18a Belmont Road
Kingston 5. ‘
March 17, 1986
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COLUMNIST ASSESSES PNP; WONDERS 'WH‘ERE ARE THE kADICALS !

Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 23 Mar 86 p 12

[Article by Franklin McKnight]

[Text] -

he People’s National Party

(PNP) is now selling itself
as"a clean, moderate party, the
- conscience of the nation; and as
the country’s salvation from Mr.
Seaga and his Government. The
party is issuing a flood of news

releases condemning this or that’

the- Government does and de-
manding one action or the other.
" Its increasing acceptadbility across
the country rests not so much in
“what it is saying it will do if it forms
the next government, but in the fact

- that the present JLP administration is *

hurting so many people and carrying
on as if it cares nothing at all. The
PNP weeps with the people, sings
their song and places itself flrmly in

" the camp of the poor.

-The PNP is also presenting to the
country ah acceptable face, putting
up front it its Peoples” Forums and

“on its platforms men, considered to

belong to the moderate faction of

" thé party, who' are. considered to

“subscribe to' the two-party system of
government which the country, is

; willing to - criticise but zealous to -

+hold on to. When you go to PNP
: partics or press conferences the ques-
+‘tion that springs to mind right away
tare: Where have all the ‘radicals
igone? Where have all those coin-
S mitted to what Dr. Duncan calls a
! transformation - of the party gone?

~They are still in the party!

ol

v It seems to me to be time that the
“country takes a look at the Party
Swhich, barring .a miracle, should
s sweep the bLocal Government elec-
% tions later this year. The PNP stands
+a good chance of becoming the
{Government next timé the General
i Elections are held. '

On Cuba

¥ The PNP's position on Cuba is
“still, to me, unclear. Party spokesmen
‘ continue to say little about Cuba
vexcept that there is a principled

rclanonshlp with_ a sister Caribbean
wuntry Foreign journalists of the

“opinion that Mt/ Manley ¢tould soon’

“be “in charge of the country have
“been dsking him and the PNP about’
-Cuba’ 1 gather that such questions
“have -been asked most recently by a
. Puerto Rican journalist because of
—intelligence reports ‘that executive
mcmbprs of the PNP have clandes-
tine coninections with communtists in
“the region.

Though the Party issues relcases

JPRS~LAM~86~0139
30 April 1986
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~ on almost cverythmg it scarcely men- -

" tions when. its representatives are,
‘going to meetings of communist

_parties abroad.

There have also been published. .-

allegations of the involvement of
several Caribbean opposition politi-
cal parties, including the PNP, with.

the Libyans who have been accused-
of spreading terrorism. PNP General
Secretary Paul Robertson has denied

‘ dealmg with the Libyans on terror-:
+ ism or anybody advocating terrorism.
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-“Resignation
"The PNP sent representatives
0.D. Ramtallie and Dudley Thomp-
son to the Congress of the Commu-
- nist Party of Cuba February §to 7. Tt
"did not make this visit public. After
the Congress one of the representa-
tives went on to Nicaragua for a
mceting of the Central American and
- Caribbean Leftists. There was no
relcase on this. Now the argument
here is not that there is anything
wreng in the PNP associating with or
even giving support to leftists and
communists. If the PNP wishes to
keep its contacts with the leftists atid
use them later on so be it. But the
people who look to the party have
the right to know and it is the
responsibility of the party to let them
know. :
It is concerns about what the
party will do when it comes to
spower that #ppearsto haverprovoled
the resignation of Mr. Francis Tul-'
loch, a member of the National
Exccutive Council (NEC) as PNP
Constituency Representative in St
James, but not from the party.

‘Transformists’

Tulloch’s fong letter of resigna-
tion at the end of January and the |
. reaction of the party are instructive. |
Tulloch argues that there were fun- |
damental differences in the party -
with some of the “transformists” not -
-accepting the basic principles of the
PNP's stated policies, which they
believe are out -of joint with the -
mood of the country and the need
for dransformation of the society. !
The “reformists” want things to re-
e . . .
*main and bé followed as set out by
“The Book.” Tulloch fears that
whether the party wins or loses, the
transformists would be able to apply
pressure to. the leadership, and this ’

|
\

|
|
|

which is now hidden. :

Mt. Tuloch argued, “The public *
must conclude that fundamental de-
cisions must be taken by the party
about.where we are going and how

been agonising whether or not I can,
with credibility, tell a potential voter
that the policy (of the Party) is what

. we say it is.

Emotional outburst

“From my analysis and examina- -
tion | have decided that there'are too
many areas of doubt and uncertainty
to do this credibly.” So Mr. Tulloch
resigned as Constituency Representa-
tive but remained a meniber of the
Party. How could Mr. Tulloch har-
bour such doubts, arguing that he

. had sought clarifications without

success, yet stress that he wanted to
remain in the same Party? If his

* cotistience was not clear on asking -

people to support the Party how
could he remain in it?
The PNP subsequently censored-

- Mr. Tulloch and accepted his resig-
~ nation. The executive moreover de-

scribed Mr. Tulloch’s lctter as an
emotional outburst and “without

‘credibility.” But Mr. Tulloch’s ques-

tions have not been answered about
the differences in the party and his
suggestions that there were contrast-
ing views held by members of the
Party about the way forward.

The concerns raised by Mr. Tul-
loch arose essentially out of an inter-
view in this newspaper with former
General Secretary and PNP Minister

r. D.K. Duncan, published last

May. Dr. Durican in the interview

accused tha party of trying to be all
things to all ren. He described
himself as a Revolutionary Demo-

who is committeed to a democratic
framéwork but sees the need for a
revolutionary change, as distinct

. from a social democrat who may still
~feel the need for change, is com-

mitted to democracy but attempts to

_bring ‘change through mild reforms.” -

could cause the opening of the rift ; " Dr. Duncan was frank.

There are others in the party who

“have expressed their sympathy with

his way of thinking. The party ag-

we are going to get there..] have

* cract which he defined as “somebody

onised about what action to take

against him. It took six months be-
fore deciding to censure him which is
just like saying “Naughty, naughty!”

- it. Let those who will wal

Dr. Duncan remains on"the NEC ..
the highest decision making body .

. after the Party Conference. There is .

nothing to suggest. he has changed .
his views. There is a core group that
holds the views Dr. Duncan docs.

_ They are not the ones speaking for

the Party. But they are important to-
with the

PNP and with it know who is inside

of it. After Dr. Duncan and Mr. .
Tulloch we can’t claim ignorance.

/12828
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POLITICAL FALLOUT FROM TAX POLICIES HURTING JLP

Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in Englvish 26 Mar 86 p 8

[Article by Carl Stone]

[Excerpts]

» THIS column salutes the six
! JLP back-benchers who voted
measute -designed to raise new
-wharfage rates to finance port
development. | _

;| It was a rare exercise of indepen-
.defice of spirit on a sensitive policy -

issue on which many .Jama,iicans have

$trong feelings. - -
It has become standard practice in |
this country for iitility compinies,
statutory bodies and enterprises
(which charge a fee for a service) to’
try.to'raise capital by hiking revenue’
and imposing higher costs ‘on the’
consumer.The result is the overbur-*
-Hening of the consumer with exces-
sive rates and revenue charges with
dire’ consequences for the cost . of
living. g '

Nobody ever takes the trouble to” -

count the cost on ' the consumier
when you add up all of these revemie -
;increas'es raised to finance qapital for
‘which othier sources of capital fi-
nharicing ought to be.used. The Port
Authority is making money and there

is absolutely no ‘reason Why equity’ -

sources of capital financing can’t be’

“against the government’s tax -

tapped to cover development funds .

neéded. R .
- But our government has got ac-
customed _to simply picking the

pocket of consumers who grumble !

and get bitter but never take ‘the
trouble to publicly raise hell about it.

m

this issue.

Sceptical, ah‘gry o

Underlying this dissenting vote

B Sls‘o is"the question of the tax bur-
en. g

_ The whole issue of the tax burden
has become a sore point of anger,

bitterness and anti-government senti-
ments all over the country. That fact -

~ has coloured much of the emotional
- support for the teachers, the junior

doctors and the students in their
quarrels with the govermeént over

.money.

. . The basis of the political anger is
that the government constantly has,
" its hands in our pockets taking out
" more and more revenue like a greedy

.pickpocket while when it comes to

~ paying out wage and salary increases,.
the government betrays a consistent

penny-pinching.

" The seemingly insatiable demand

for more and more more revenue has )
nothing to do with the loss of baux-
"ite revenue as substantial extra reve-
.nues have been raised to help close

that gap.

- 71

U It's reassiiring that’ six.jvl,l’ back
“benchers have' found the spunk to
take Mr. Seaga’s policies to task on
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, ments whic
- 1980 because of the government's

" The increasing tax burden relates
more directlz to 'the huge debt pay-
have escalated since

devaluation policy and the effort to
bring down the budget dificit.
Underlying these two factors is a

_ third which commits the government

to killing us with higher and higher
tdxes. This is the diagnosis that to-

stabilise the value of the dollar and

to supress the demand for imports

The PNP has been justly criticised
for permitting the budget deficit to
get out of hand. Mr. Seaga's JLP is
now guilty ‘of a different type of
excess, namely, the strangling of the
country with an excessive tax bur-
den. The ovet burdened tax load is a ™

_direct consequence of government's

fiscal and monetary policies.

In the mirds of many citizens this =~

!

,and foreign exchange we have to be -
.taxed heavily. ' '

goverment is going to be remem-

bered for the excessive tax load it -

3298/399
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heaped on Jamaicaris especially mid

dle and lower middle income earners
who are very vocal and articulate.

‘Not surprising .
Whenever the opportunity arises
to cast a vote for or against the JLP

*in the near future, the bitterness and .

anger that surrounds this tax burden
issue is going to reflect itself in a
vote of no confidence in the JLP and
Mr. Seaga by many who have been
stung by his tax whip. :

It is therefore not surprising that
this is the issue which triggered a
back-benchers’ revolt. '

But we need more of these inde-
pendent initiatives by MP’s in the
Lower House. But we will only get it

"when we change to a presidential -

system in which we elect ‘a. chief
executive who will be free to chose
his cabinet from any sources outside
of parliament, thereby leaving parlia-
mentarians free to fearlessly
and represent the interest of their
constituents,

1

efend. .
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1985-86 SUPPLEMENTARY. ESTIMATES SHOW CUTS 4IN SPENDING
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 21 Mar 86 pp 1, 3

[Text] $28.6 MILLION CUT in Government’s é)":pe""x;'i'”

diture for 1985/86 is recorded in the Second:
Supplementary Estimates which were tabled in the

House of Representatives yesterday. : PR §

_ The Estimates are to go to the Standing Finance Committee of the:
House ‘on Tuesday and will be debated Wednesday, according to the.
Acting Leader of the House, the Hon. Bruce Golding, who tabled the.

. Estimates in the absence of Prime Minister and Minister of Finance:

and Planning, the Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga. *  °

, 'Ihe flgurt.ss Sl’lOWnCt reductions= . local produc(s_
. of $26,024,000. in the Recurrent " The Jamaica Toutist Board gets $15 miillion fo

" Budget and $2,651,000 in the Capital ’
.. Budget. “The net . reduction of "
- $28,675,000 in the figures' leaves .

-budgetary expenditure for the finan-

" cial year at a total of $4,702,894,500

compared to the previous Estirhates.-

- of $4,731,569,500.

~~ Included in the expenditures is an -

~.additiotial $30,800,000 loan to the .
¢ National

Sugar Company = (NSC)

" cluding $12 million from the _Lﬂmaica

new advenisinﬁ promotion and to meet the cost of
+exchange rate fluctuations. : ,
Allocations to the Ministry of Public Utilities
and Transport are reduced by over $12 million in
its Production and Utilization of Water and and Air
[ ;']'ransport Operation programmes, :

‘'Road Cuts

{ 7 Over $20 million is cut from the Ministry of

Construction’s road improvement pm%?mmes in-

Projects, $2.6 million from the Jamaica Highwa

orld Bank:

Maintenance Project which is assisted by the Saudi .

»> which includes $27 million for pay--
(ing off arrears’ in_statutory deduc-
tions. The rest will cover redundancy’
" payments to ficld and administrative,
' employees of the St. Elizabeth Sugas: |

Fund for Development and $6Y2 million from the ,
Kingston Metropolitan Region Urban Transponta-
" tion Project. o
Under the Muldilateral/Bilateral Programmes in
" the Ministry of Finance and Planning, $5 million iss
'Company : (Holland) effective Jiofiss: cut from the’ National Development Bank’s Energy -
May, 1985: . G0 - 0L Teeeme _Credit Fund’s project ‘which involves, éssentially,
My, 158 e T T the private sector, to provide assistance in. improv.
- The -Jamaica National :Export

i ‘ing energy efficiency in various plants and alterna- -
. Corporation (JNEC) has 2 drastit cut;!.

ot Mailateral/Bilateral P
{ i, g wrie e nother Multilateral/Bilateral Programme pro- -
- of $28 million in :its $30 ".“.',"_'.oﬁii . ject under that Ministry, the Rural gFaml.Cr[::dit
* marketing programme,which way in- s rogramme —afour-year project financed joimly .
: tended to hire brokerage firms in they Ey the International Fund for Agricultural Devel- |
* United States with the required expeest opment, the Inter-American Bank and the Govern- -
" rience to engage in finding buyers fok~ -ment of Jamaica and oierated by the Agricultural

‘ T Credit Bank to serve the needs of small hillside
farmers involved in cultivating basic foods — is
chopped by $14.4 million, from $25 million to
$10.6 million. Co

A
T
i'

}
!
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Under .the Ministry of National Security and
 Justice, the Military *Services’ maintenance and
. operations budget is cut by $7.2 million to $97.9
rmillion. This allocation covers the cost of materials
; and equipmenit required for JDF operations, repair
of . weapons, vehicles, ships, aircraft and other
technical equipment, as well as the training and
: eqq}ppingo the Jamaita National Reserves. '
. he allocation for Major Police Equipnient
* which provides for the purchase of vehicles and
spares for the force.is cut%y $2 million:

! Under the Ministry of Social Security, the Poor
Relief Services, which had becn transferred from
the . Ministrty of Local Government, and which

iprovides assistance for wholly destitute persons or
ithose who through mental and physical causes are .
‘unable to work, is cut by $1.3 million to $12.2
.million. : L L
t The Primary and All-Age Schools programme -
iwas cut by $6 million, and grants to the Universjty
"of the West Indics by $2.5 million to $65 milllon. .
“The School Feeding Programme is tut by $3.
‘million. ' : . ' ‘ .
¢ In the Ministry of Health, the joint Government .
iof Jamaica/USAID Health Management Im-
provement Project, which involves manpower de- -
velopment, nutrition supply, health informatio
and refurbishing of health facilities over a period o
four years, is cut by $5 million.

: The Small Scale Mini-Hydro Project for the
construction and extension of hydro-powere
plants for the Ilamaica Public Service Cotmpany is.
cut by $6.2 mitlion. . " .
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BRIEFS

OIL-COST SAVINGS--Jamaica will save over a billion dollars this yeat as a
result of the decline of oil prices on the world market, Economist and
Managing Director of Security Brokers Limited, Mr. Mark Ricketts said om
Friday night. Minister of Mining, Energy and Tourism Senator Hugh Hart

had said on March 1 that falling oil prices would mean a $220 million
dollars savings for the country. The PNP on the other hand said it would

- mean savings of $715 million. Mr. Ricketts noted that Senator Hart's
analysis of the oil price savings was done in an accounting sense, while
the PNP's accounting was done taking into account certain limited economic
- parameters. THE DAILY GLEANER of 22 March, page 2, reports: "A significant
" improvement to roads islandwide is expected in the next fimancial year out
- of savings from the fall in oil prices, Minister of Construction, the Hom.
Bruce Golding said Tuesday." [Excerpts] [Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English
16 Mar 86 pp-1l, 2]/12828 :

TEACHERS' WAGES--The teachers yesterday accepted the Government's final
salary and fringe benefits offer, although some teachers felt that the final
offer was unsatisfactory. The Jamaica Teachers' Association, in a reaction
to the increase, described it as "a slight movement." The decision to
accept the offer was made at a special Delegates' Conference at the Mico
Teachersf College auditorium yesterday. Delegates and Council members

voted to accept the offer after much debate by the teachers and members of
the JTA Executive. [Excerpts] [Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 16
Mar 86 pp 1,2]1/12828 : "

CS0: 3298/399
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PANAMA

BRIEFS

SOVIET SCHOLARSHIPS--The Soviet Union and UNESCO have offered six l-year
scholarships to Panamanian students, who must f111 out their applications
before 15 April, have a knowledge of the Russian language, and present ‘their
high school diploma. The scholarships include studies in the following:
printing machinery, materials, and procedures; radio communication, radio
broadcasting, and television; automatic systems for handling information;

and cinematographic arts. The scholarship holders will receive 10 to 200
rubles per month; lodging in student homes, 1ike the Soviet students; and free
medical attention, as long as the student's medical record has been approved
by UNESCO's medical service. [Text] [Panama City EL SIGLO in Spanish 4 Apr 86

p 6 PA] /9871

CSO: 3248/330
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LEADERS COZYING UP TO U.S. TERMED SELF-SERVING

Basseterre THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 22 Feb 86 p 11

[Fit¢zroy Bryant column "'Frankly Speaking": 'YWOlves"j.n Sheep's Clothing"]

[Excerpt]- :

":The artiéle~say’s that "the most bothersome five at .pr‘esen’tﬂj_
are the Phillipines, Pakistan, Israel, Ghana.and Liberia" o

and 1 am in no position to argue. with that assessment. " '

But I ajﬁ of the view that, if ‘the‘ U.S,’A.". ‘Government
doesn't learn from its mistakes, it can create the very
same dilemma for itself in the Caribbean. : SR

"Whether out kof goodwill, for reasons of strategy, by

simple carelessness, or otherwise, the U.S.A. must avoid
the danger of siding ‘with certain political leaders in the -
Caribbean who clearly have little use for democracy and .

.democratic procedures. . ' ' _ I
And ‘1t it is not siding with them and ‘backing up their
dictatorial behaviour, it. must be very careful to avoid !
"the appearance of evil". ' T

Certain . political leaders in the Caribbean, like Dr..

- Simmonds in St. Kitts and a few others whose names I

won't mention - to avoid the charge that I am meddling in -

" the internal affairs of . other ¢ountries - don't have the

slightest use for real democracy.

‘They- pay lip service to the form, but they are totally
hostile ‘to the substance, of democratic government,
genuine freeduvm for the people, and the true equality of .

~ -all people - rich and poor, white and black.

The U.S.A. Government, as the .defender of democracy
not only ‘in our hemisphere but throughout - the world,
-must be -careful what kind of support it gives to such
wolves in sheep's clothing, - I : _
It should not permit its support, its strength, its dollars;"
its influence, to be used to buttress dictatorship and
fascist behaviour in the Carjbbean. T '
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" SMILING UP WITH MR. REAGAN .

There is a kind of new game now being played by certain
political leaders in the Caribbean. It is called "Smiling up
with Mr. Reagan". - - c

They are busy trying to convince the President of the

U.S.A. and public opinion in the U.S.A. that they are
friends of the U.S.A. and that the political parties and
groupings which oppose them are therefore enemies of the

U.S.A.

That is self-serving nonsense which should not fool -
either the leadership of the U. S.A. or public opmion in

the U.S.A. -+ |

|| ) . At

.At the same time the political leaders 1 refer to, like. -

Simmonds in -St. Kitts, delight in taking photographs

. showing them smllmg up with Mr. Reagan and other top.

U.S. officials.

" "You see me here, boy. Nexf to Mr. Reagan. Reagan and

me is friend, you know. The most powerful man in the
world is me friend. See me here smllmg up with Mr _

g -Reagan. -

Meanwhlle, underneéth it all, théy are oppressing poor
.. people, ' urgently enrlchmg themselves . and settmg up

petty dictatorships.

3298/401
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SUGAR BOARD--It is hereby notified that as a consequence of the re-organisation
of the Sugar Industry, and in accordance with the provisions of the St Kitts
Sugar Manufacturing Corporation Act, 1976 (No 38 of 1976) as amended by Act
No 11 of 1985, the following persons have been re-appointed as members of the
Board of Directors of the St Kitts Sugar Manufacturing Corporation (SsMC)
with effect from 8 March, 1986:--Hon. Michael 0 Powell--Chairman; Mr Suswin
Mills--Deputy Chairman; Hon Tapley Seaton--Member; Mr W. A. Kelsick--Member;
and Mr Cyril Sage--Member. In addition to the above appointments, the fol-
lowing persons have been appointed as new members of the Board of Directors
with effect from 1 February, 1986, 1986 under the provisions of the St Kitts
Sugar Manufacturing Corporation Act, 1976, as amended: Mr Warrington Grant
and Mr Eugene G. Petty. This press release was issued by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Lands, Housing and Development on February 24, 1986. [Text]
[Basseterre THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 1 Mar 86 pp 1, 12] 19274

ENVOY TO ROK, TAIWAN--Basseterre, 12 Apr (CANA--St Kitts and Nevis' non-
resident ambassador to Taiwan and South Korea, Terrence Byron [press officer

to Prime Minister Simmonds], yesterday presented his credentials to South
Korean President Chun Doo Hwan, according to a government statement issued .
here. Byron arrived in South Korea at the weekend, following a one-week visit
to Taiwan. Last Tuesday, he presented his letters of credence to Taiwanese
President Chiang Ching-kuo. Byron is being accompanied by Women's Affairs
Minister Constance Mitchum. They are due back home later this week. [Text]
[Bridgetown CANA in English 1926 GMT 2 Apr 86 FL] /9274

CsO: 3298/401
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SURINAME

BRIEFS

TRANSMISSION OF CABLE TV STATION HALTED--Commander Desi Bouterse last Sunday
declared that the transmissions of the cable television station ATC were
halted because the information which was presented to the public was not in
accordance with the national goal. The transmissions of ATC, which were
carried out by the Surinamese telecommunications company Telesur, was
suspended some two weeks ago by the government. According to head of
government Bouterse, the broadcasts must also not be in defiance of the law
and with international regulations. Telesur and Surinamese television station
(MCCS) are momentarily discussing this affair. ATC's broadcasts will be
restarted depending on the results of these discussions which are carried on
within the framework which is indicated by Commander Bourterse. [Text]

- [Paramaribo International Service in English 1800 GMT 9 Apr 86] /9871

CSo: 3200/18
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URUGUAY

SANGUINETTI ON POLITICAL ACCORD, ECONOMIC INTEGRATION
Buenos Aires ARGENTINE NEWS in English 15 Mar 86 pp 14-20

[Intervieﬁ,with President Julio Maria Sanguinetti by Elida_Bﬁstos, special .
correspondent to Montevideo, in Montevideo: "Sanguinetti Courts the Opposi~
tion"; date not given] ' : ’

[Text] One year after taking office following free elections, Urﬁguayan
President Julio Maria Sanguinetti is proposing a "political accord,"” to
opposition parties, and is even willing to give up a few cabinet ministries.

Sanguihétti, who led the Colorado Party to eleétbral victb:y, thinks that the
present situation in Uruguay--after 12 years of de. facto regimes--needs a
government with a "solid congressional majority backing.”

Sanguinetti touches on these and other topics during an interview of over an
hour with ARGENTINE NEWS' special correspondent in his office of the Libertad
Building, new seat of the Uruguayan government in Montevideo.

The Uruguayan president says he is satisfied with the results of his
"gradualist" policy approach in the struggle against inflationm.

He says that unemployment dropped during his first year in office because of
development in the services sector and in construction, and adds that the
administration is targetting reactivation of the manufacturing industry this
year. '

Sanguinetti stresses that Uruguayan leadership should focus discussion on ways
to attack real, everyday problems affecting the country, rather than debating
"national models."

He sustains that the "national model" is already defined in the conmstitution,
which is liberal-democratic, and by the results of an election where the party
that received the most votes--the Colorado Party--offered the electorate a
social—~democratic proposal.

President Sanguinetti urges greater economic efficiency from his countrymen

and points out that, more than its foreign debt, Latin America's most serious
problem is the international market panorama. ‘
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The Uruguayan head of state repeated his decision not to try the leaders of
the military regime, because that is how the transition to a democratic
government was negotiated. 'May no one feel that they have been marginalized
by democracy, nor that certain groups have been pressured for political
responsibilities in the past," he says.

Admitting this may be an unpopular stance, Sanguinetti says this and other
seemingly unpopular ideas were part of the platform on which he was elected
president.

Sanguinetti also tells ARGENTINE NEWS he is very pessimistic about the
chances of the Tupamaros becoming part of the political mainstream: "I
believe that neither their proposals nor their past will allow them to gain
even a minimum level of acceptance among the people,” he says.

' The Tupamaros, Sanguinetti affirms, "even though they haven't theoretically
renounced violent means, in practical terms they seem to have done so."

Following is the complete text of the interview:

ARGENTINE NEWS: Why did you propose a political accord with the opposition
in Uruguay?

Julio Maria Sanguinetti: The elections in Uruguay gave the Colorado party a
victory with 42 percent of the votes, followed by the National party with 35
percent, the Frente Amplio with 21 percent and the Civic Union with 3 percent.
Because Uruguay has a system of proportional representation, this means that
government has not achieved a parliamentary majority with which it can govern
comfortably. This requires the government to establish accords and to find
common ground to try and ensure governability of the country. During our
first year in office we have had permanent dialogue with the opposition sec-
tors, which has allowed us to normalize the country's institutional life with-
out any major problems. But at the end of this first year, we would like to
deepen this relationship because we believe it would be useful for the coun-
try if there were a formal agreement between the parties that would extend
even to the make-up of the cabinet, and would consequently give the govern-
ment a more solid majority in Congress. We already made this proposal once,
before our government assumed office, but at that time we did not achieve

a full accord. We think that given the experience of a year in office, it is
time to try again.

A.N.: Does this have anything to do with the call for a truce your govern-
ment made last October?

Sanguinetti: No, this is not a call for a truce. We say that given the
situation the country is in, it would be beneficial to show a solid majority
backing the government because this is the best thing for the strengthening
of democratic institutions. Second, this will also be the best thing for
the development of economic policy. Third, this is going to have an impor-
tant social impact because the whole country will be grateful to see demo-
cratic political parties working with an attitude of cooperation rather than
confrontation.
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A.N.: How can you implement this accord that you are proposing? By giving
some ministries to the opposition, as you have said? :

Sanguinetti: Today we are sharing the directorates of the state enterprises,
which is important, although not novel., 1In Uruguay there has always been co-
participation. What is novel, on the other hand, is that even the minority,
such as the Frente Amplio, is represented in these enterprises. For example,
in the Bank of the Republic of Uruguay, which is the most important in the
country, the president is a member of the Civic Union, which is the smallest
party, and on the board of directors there are two members of the Colorado
Party, one from the National Party, and one from the Frente Amplio.

A.N.: Is it working?

Sanguinetti: I would say so. And I think this should also be reflected in
the cabinet, which is, shall we say, more political. We'll see what we can
do, but the point of the accord is not to just distribute positions. The
purpose of the accord is that we understand together what our program objec-
tives are so that we can march together. Naturally, we have different pro-
grams and visions. There is a reason why we are different parties, and why,
moreover, we made different proposals in our electoral campaigns. But what I
say is that this is not the time to discuss models for the country, because
the country's models are already resolved. Our constitution is liberal-
democratic, so we are not going to discuss whether we should have a Marxist
or liberal society. That has been resolved by the constitution, and it has
not been changed. In second place, the general model should be that of the
party that the majority of the people voted for. Therefore the model should
reflect our basic social-democratic orientation. Given this context, I would
say that it is absurd and useless to discuss ideological models. What this
means then is that within the ideological models defined by the constitution
on the one hand, and the electorate on the other, we should agree on concrete
measures that deal with the real and specific problems of the country. Natu-
rally, it is easier for us to agree with the other traditional party, for we
have similar visions. It is more difficult for us to agree with the Frente
Amplio because it has a heavy ingredient of Marxist thought that is different
from our visions of the economy. Nevertheless, there is no reason for us not
to coincide in a program to produce wool, for example. What this means is
that if we agree that it is a priority for our country to produce more wool, ‘
why can't we come to an agreement on a program of fiscal measures and credits
or on technical extension services that allow us to produce more wool? So
let's not discuss models for the country, because then we will never agree.
Rather, within already chosen models, let's discuss specific issues on which
we can agree to contribute to national development.

A.N.: Could you say that government refinancing of debtor enterprises forms
part of the accord?

Sanguinetti: Well, the refinancing issue is not part of the current situa-
tion; it has already been resolved. It is not an issue of the accord, but a
law that was approved by Parliament. The refinancing law had the support of
the Colorado and National parties, but not of the Frente Amplio, or at least
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in general, and now the law has been regulated by the executive. What is
being implemented now is a refinancing of those real sectors of théwééoﬁdmy——
agriculture and industry--that are deeply indebted. This is a very important
measure for a part of the economy that has suffered extraordinarily, espe-
cially since 1982 when the so-called '"tablita"--the crawling peg system of
exchange rate adjustments that has been used in Uruguay, Argentina and .
Chile--was eliminated. This resulted in a tremendous recession in all of

the real sectors of the economy. Well, the refinancing law decompresses

the situation; that is, it provides an escape route from all of that debt
hanging on from the past. I wouldn't say that it is a massive liquidation

of debts, but a refinancing mechanism that gives most producers some breath-
ing space and allows them to make plans for the future. '

A.N.: During the first year of your government the unemployment rate, tradi-
tionally high in your country, has dropped considerably. Where has this
excess labor gone to? :

Sanguinetti: The unemployment rate has dropped fundamentally due to the
development of the tertiary sector of the economy, or services, and some in
construction. I think the situation in the manufacturing sector will improve
this year, although it has not experienced a sufficient reactivation. '

A.N.: Nevertheless, isn't it true that Uruguay has a serious problem because
it has as many inactive as active workers?

Sanguinetti: This is an endemic problem in our country that has gotten worse
over the years. Uruguay has 700,000 active and 700,000 inactive workers.
This has produced a critical situation in the social security system, to the
point that 50 percent of it is financed by resources from the contributions
of active workers, and 50 percent from general taxes. Even so, one can say
that during this year the system's liabilities have not increased, and what
has been paid out has been above this year's inflation rate, so that there
has been some recuperation, albeit limited.

A.N.: What formula do you think Uruguay needs to eliminate inflation.and
begin to grow? :

Sanguinetti: I say that if a system of eliminating inflation without the
risk of recession and stimulating the economy without the risk of inflation
had been discovered, we wouldn't have economists, because all the funda- . .
mental problems would be resolved. All reactivation necessarily implies an
inflationary stimulus and all stabilization programs suppose some sort of |
recessive risk. I would say that both things are inevitable, and that dif-
ferent strategies can value one element more than another, depending on the
particular economic context. When Argentina applied the Austral Plan, for .
example, the main objective was to break inflationary expectations. It broke
them, but this also supposed a recessive risk. Now it has to begin a differ-
ent stage. We, in turn, did not opt for shock treatment. We took over the
government with an annual inflation rate of 100 percent that was accelerating
progressively, to the point that everyone was estimating that 1985's infla-
tion would reach 110 or 120 percent. Our program aimed for an estimated
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inflation of 75 percent, and we finished the year with 82 percent. It is

not an ideal performance, but we believe it has been acceptable within our
gradualist approach. Now we are working to achieve a reduction in the
inflation rate. Uruguay has experienced shock treatment before. In 1969,
for ‘example, we applied shock treatment with a general freeze. I was
Industry Minister at the tlme, so 1n some sense I have lived what Argentina‘ 
is going through now. '

A.N.: _What happened with that freeze? How was that experienee?

Sanguinetti: At that moment in time it worked well, without a doubt. It
achieved results analogous with those of the Austral Plan in Argentina in
terms of stopping inflation.

A.N.: And was there growth after the freeze?

Sanguinetti: Yes, there was growth afterwards. What happens is that it is
very difficult to organize the way out of a freeze. Here we created a Com-
mission of Productivity, Prices and Income (COPRIN) that was responsible for
bringing us out of the freeze. COPRIN fixed salary and price levels in each
economic. activity. It was a very important, difficult experience, but it
worked. ‘

A.N.: Moving to another theme that we have in common, what kind of popular
reaction do you think there would have been in Uruguay had the military ‘
leaders of the former government been tried as they were in Argentina’

Sanguinetti: They are different situations, and consequently comparisonsA
don't apply. The Uruguayan and Argentine Armed Forces have different - tradi—
tions and distinct experiences and different historical situations. The “only
thing that is comparable is that they have both handed power over to govern-
ments freely elected by the people, and this creates a mechanism of transi-
tion. I point out that the situation in Argentina is not comparable with any
others because for some reason in Argentina there was a trial while there
weren't trials in Brazil, Uruguay, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia or
Venezuela. This shows the peculiarity of the Argentine phenomenon, and
therefore I don't think it is logical to make comparisonms.

A.N.: You have said that you didn't want the Armed Forces to return to the
barracks beaten or humiliated because that would signify taking revenge. What
are the real limits of this statement? )

Sanguinetti: The point is that the return to democracy and the electoral -
solution were agreed upon with the Armed Forces. That is to say, it did not
result from a brusque fall from power of the Armed Forces as happened in
_other countries, like in Argentina after the Malvinas War. In Uruguay this
was the result of a political accord in which the Armed Forces--which at the
time constituted a de facto political power--and the country's political
parties discussed a way out, and this resulted in a political accord. ‘That -
accord was signed by the Colorado Party, the Frente Amplio and the Armed
Forces. It was not joined by the National Party, however. That was a
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conventional, consensual exit from military government and gave it'its
particular profile. We feel then that it is not possible to have an atti-
tude of revenge because it can't be that the Armed Forces were good the day
they made the pact with us, and bad the day we took power. That is why I
say this is a Uruguayan situation that is not transferable to other experi-
ences, as the Brazilian case is not applicable to the Argentine, or vice-
versa.

A.N.: Will Uruguay keep the same number of men in the Armed and Security
Forces, or will it reduce them?

Sanguinetti: We have been saying that we can't make a drastic cut in the
Armed Forces because that would result in a critical problem. In a country
with a very high unemployment rate of around 15 percent, to lay off a mass

of young kids who know how to use arms and who would feel the frustration

of knowing that for them, democracy means not having a job, would create a
new critical problem. They are not responsible for what the generals that
overthrew the government 12 years ago did to the country. Both soldiers and
-policemen are simple workers; they are simple men of society who could just
as well have taken another job. Normally they are the people with fewer
options because they are workers who have not had the possibility of access
to culture. We have therefore opted for a gradual reduction, which is
reflected in the budget. Some people criticize us because they would have
liked to see a more drastic cut in Armed Forces, but we are calm about our
decision. We believe we have made the maximum reduction compatible with the
fundamental needs of our country, which is to achieve stability, establish a
climate of tranquility, and make sure no one feels excluded. May no one feel
that they have been marginalized by democracy, nor that some groups have been
pressured for political responsibilities in the past.

A.N.: Moving to the other end of the political spectrum, in the recent con-

vention held by the Tupamaros, the group decided to become a political party,
through which it seems determined to fight peacefully. Do you think that the
Tupamaros can become a structured party with electoral possibilities?

Sanguinetti: I don't think so. The Tupamaro movement never had an important
base of popular support. It was an elite movement that never achieved
sympathy from nor penetration in the popular sectors of the country. Today,
after its disastrous and ill-fated guerrilla experience they are initiating

a political experience with the support of democratic liberties. It seems
healthy to me that they do it because even when they theoretically haven't
renounced violent means, in practical terms they seem to have. Personally, 1
think that neither their proposals nor their past will allow them to galn even
a minimum level of acceptance in the country.

A.N.: But Tupamaros were thinking of joining Frente Amplio.

Sanguinetti: Yes, they have proposed joining and it is a problem for Frente
Amplio.
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A.N.: There are reports that Uruguayan and Argentine>inteiligence services
are or were recently working together trying to detect possible subversive
groups. What can you say about this?

Sanguinetti:‘”One of Uruguéy?s_customs‘is not to speak aboutfits'intelli-
gence service activities, - f e S :
A.N.: Mr, Presidenf,'do you think cduntriés like Argentina and Uruguay can
go out and conquer markets like the United States and the European Economic
Community? ’ - -

Sanguinetti: The first lesson of recent history is the need for integrationm,
not only what that implies inwardly, but also outwardly. The fight to change
current conditions of international trade can obviously only be waged success-
fully to the extent efforts are coordinated. To me this seems more essential .
and more important every day. The experience of the foreign debt issue has
taught us that. On that score slow but sound advances have been made on the -
basis of serious, responsible and coordinated action. .Personally I think we
have to be more concerned about the issue of international trade than the
foreign debt. ' I have always thought that if international trade were expand- -
ing and the markets of industrialized countries more open, then the debt

would be a relatively small question. And on the other hand, if the current
market tendency persists, the debt will be absolutely insurmountable.

A.N.:"Bgsi&es'ggreemeﬁts‘reached with Argentiné, has Uruguay made any
progress toward trade integration with other Latin American countries?

Sanguinetti: ‘We've expanded.bur tradéJﬁith Brazil this pasﬁ yearAthfough.,A”
various commercial agreements. ' : .

A.N.: Have you also had techﬁoldgical'and sciéntific exchanges?

Sanguinetti: Yes, but they're still very modest and should be much broader.
We've gone a long way in commercial relations with Brazil and I believe this
year we'll advance even further. There are natural economically comple-
mentary factors which have to favor that tendency. With Argentina, endeavors
for integration have been growing steadily. Unfortunately, 1985 was a bad
year from the trade point of view. ' -

A.N;EJ.Whﬁt about political andﬁébcialvintegfation in the region?

Sanguinetti: Well, if a person cannot.get along with his neighbors, he will
hardly get along with those who live farther away. I call one's neighbor the
acid test for integration, because it's the person you naturally have prob-
lems with for he is the closest and you have to get along living side by
side. Uruguay can't have any difficulties, conflicts or critica1'situations
with Ecuador because it's very far away, on the other side of the Andean
Mountains. With them the only problem is to create a more favorable integra-
tion. However there are always going to be problems with Argentina and Brazil,
difficulties which being neighbors generate. But the proximity is also What
creates--for cultural, physical, geographic, and, in our case historical
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reasons--the need or the possibility for much more effective integrationm.

I think we have come along tremendously in this. First of all, in creating
a climate. Secondly in the political sphere, because it is most obvious
that Uruguay, Argentina and Brazil's international policy decisions are
becoming more and more the same. Thirdly, through physical integration,
because there are common undertakings and other joint endeavors under study,
such as the Colonia-Buenos Aires bridge. Fourthly, in the area of trade,
where we have taken steps forward at least in designing the framework in
which to proceed. Fifthly, as regards migration and interpersonal contact,
trying to make communication, travel and paper work easier. And finally in
tourism, which is very important, not only as an economic activity, but also
as an integrating factor which truly allows us to build the human and social
basis on which integration can become a reality. The fact that Uruguayans
go to Argentina for ten months of the year and Argentines come here two
months is, seen from this perspective, complementary.

A.N.: On another area of mutual interest, how do you think the educational
system of our countries can be updated or changed to bring our people out of
what might best be described as stagnation?

Sanguinetti: During other phases of our history, our peoples were in the
vanguard of change, but they were later hit by the sickness of conformity.
The relative abundance of our countries in specific moments of their history
created among the people the false sensation that we were condemned to
prosperity. And we started going backwards in our ideas of political
organization. Now the problem is to recapture that through pedagogic action.
The one who has to be the first teacher here is the government. We must
teach the people the way things are, show them the crude reality of things,
try to explain in simple, non-sophisticated terms the economic situation so
that they come to understand that economic inefficiency inevitably leads in
the short or medium term to social inefficiency. This means greater social
advances and developments are impossible without greater economic efficiency.
Furthermore, we must realize that today we are entirely on our own, left to
our own efforts, without the possibility of taking advantage of an inter-
national climate which once spurred our prosperity, especially wars. Just
look at my election campaign. I said we have to come to an agreement with
the military, not hang them; should not break with the International Monetary
Fund, but reach a settlement. I said instead of nationalizing banks we
should have mixed state-private banks; instead of an agrarian reform we
should develop the farming sector with modern technology where property
becomes of secondary importance. These were all apparently unpopular truths,
but I won a majority, which shows that the people have a very significant
degree of common sense. We have to draw on those reserves. Our people are
not generally very sensible, yet if in the past they showed an adequate
attitude toward change, there is no reason they should not have such an
attitude today. It's not possible that our grandfathers, who lived in much
more adverse conditions and with much less access to things as we have now,
had a broader attitude to change than we do today.

A.N.: Finally, Mr. President, a future-oriented question. What projects

does Uruguay have regarding the Antarctic, in its capacity as a member state
of the Antarctic Treaty?

88



Sanguinetti: We give great importance to the fact that Uruguay has become a
member state of the Antarctic Treaty. We now have a seasonal base on the
Antarctic, but we are studying the possibility of making it permanent for
carrying out a series of diverse projects: - biological, climatic, mineral, .
fishing, etc. It is still a very modest effort, but nonetheless very impor-
tant. We hopg to continue expanding those programs. ' ‘
[Boxed item, p 18]

Argentine-Uruguayan Accords

President Julio Maria Sanguinetti met President Raul Alfonsin in Buenos Aires
on February 23. The diversity and number of the agreements signed on that
occasion demonstrate the level of integration between Argentina and Uruguay:
1) Implementatibn of a common border system, cutting down red tape for
tourists and promoting more fluid movement between the countries while
simplifying current procedures.

2) Poséibility of using Uruguayan ports as outlets for Argentine products.

3) Féasibility studies for a Buenos Aires-Colonia bridge and to dredge the
River Plate deeper near Martin Garcia island.

4) impfovement and better development of the telephone communication system.,
5) Extension of oil pipe-lines between Argentina and Uruguay.
6) Agriculture and farming cooperation.

D Promotion of an emergency food-aid program in which all Latin American
countries will be involved.

8) Others closely related to integration.
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